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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
Wednesday, August 6, 2003 |
Chairman Terry Denmon presiding.

Lee Felterman
Tom Kelly
Henry Mouton
Wayne Sagrera
Jerry Stone

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.
Commissioner Bill Busbice was absent from the meeting.

Chairman Denmon called for a motion for approval of the July
8, 2003 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by
Commissioner Mouton and seconded by Commissioner Stone. The motion
passed with no opposition.

Under Commission Special Announcements, Commissioner Mouton
read a letter addressed to the members of the Commission and
Secretary Jenkins. The letter spoke of the recent loss of the Plum
Creek WMA and Commissioner Mouton’s attempt to contact other
possible landowners and the chance they may lease their land for
public hunting. However with a lawsuit filed by Louisiana Wildlife
Federation and Senator Joe McPherson on the White Lake Donation and
the lawsuits on the Maurepas WMA camps, those landowners decided
not to allow the Department to use their lands. Commissioner
Mouton also explained how these lawsuits have caused the cessation
of an ecotourist center on the White Lake property as well as the
public use of the area and any future chances of utilizing free
land.

Presentation by Office of Risk Management for Employee,
Recognition began with Lt. Col. Charlie Clark introducing Ms. Doris
Copeland, Mr. Brett Beoubay and Mr. Henry Rayborn with ORM. Ms.
Copeland stated each year the Office of Risk Management presents a.
heroic award to a state agency or state employee that has gone
above and beyond the call of duty to save a life. Awards would be
presented to two employees within the Enforcement Division. She
then explained the happenings that occurred in the afternoon of
January 8, 2002, when Region 8 Enforcement received a call about a
missing man in the Biloxi WMA. Lt. Brian Clark and Pilot Gene
Rackle responded to the call and were successful in locating and
rescuing the man. Ms. Copeland then commented that Lt. Clark and



Pilot Rackle exhibited bravery to save a life and competence
greatly exceeding normal job demands. She then presented the Risk
Management Heroic Award -to Pilot Gene Rackle and Lt. Col. Clark on
behalf of Lt. Brian Clark. Chairman Denmon commended the gentlemen
on behalf of the Commission. :

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for July was given by Major
Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued
during July.

Region I - Minden - 109 citations and 4 warnings.

Region II - Monroe - 95 citations and 14 warnings.

Region III - Alexandria - 123 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 157 citations and 18 warnings.

Region V - Lake Charles - 198 citations and 9 warnings.

Region VI - Opelousas - 237 citations and 79 warnings.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 198 citations and 9 warnings.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 351 citations and 34 warnings.

Region IX - Schriever - 238 citations and 25 warnings.

Oyster Strike Force - 33 citations.

Seafood Investigation Unit - 17 citations.

SWEP - 12 citations and 4 warnings.

Refuge Patrol - 53 citations and 5 warnings.

‘The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of
July was 1,706. Also 192 warning citations were issued and agents
helped in 71 public assistance statewide.

The aviation report for June 2003 showed enforcement pilots
flew three airplanes a total of 46.6 hours for enforcement and 17.0
hours for other divisions. Five citations were issued. Then Major
LaCaze stated he provided copies of several news releases on a
variety of items the division worked on during July. These
included a baited dove case, taking oysters from a polluted area,
undersized black bass from Henderson Bay and Grand Isle shrlmplng

act1v1t1es durlng closed season.

Presentatlon by Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation and Drawing
for Shotguns was handled by Mr. Danny Timmer since Mr. Paul




Farrell, Regional Director, nor the State President could attend
the meeting. The Turkey Federation is comprised of approximately
4,000 members in the State which conducts about 48 fund raising
banquets each year. About $150,000 to $200,000 is raised from
these bangquets which are then deposited into the Louisiana
Superfund Account. This money can only be spent in Louisiana; and
of this money, a large portion is spent on the WMAs as well as U.S.
Forest Service properties. Mr. Timmer acknowledged that the Turkey
Federation has been a great friend to this Department. One such
project they have helped with was the Voluntary Check Stations
where hunters that kill a turkey report their kill. To encourage
this participation, the Federation donates 3 shotguns for public
drawing. This year’'s shotguns will be Remington 870's, 3 1/2-inch
super magnums. The winners from this year’s drawing are: Mr. Nolan
Bounds from Washington Parish that shot an 18 pound turkey with 8
3/4 inch beard; Mr. Clint Stephenson from Dubuc, killed a turkey in
Lincoln Parish weighing 19 1/2-pound turkey with 9 1/4 inch beard;
and Mr. David Dillon from Angie whose turkey weighed 17 pounds with
9 1/4 inch beard. Mr. Timmer thought this would be the last year
for this program and he expressed the Commission’s appreciation for
their time.

A Declaration of Emergency - Waterfowl Seasons was presented
by Mr. Robert Helm. The results from the previous season showed
harvest was down 31 percent at about 820,000 total ducks and was
the first time since 1995 that at least a million ducks were not
harvested in Louisiana. This resulted in Louisiana ranking third
in the Mississippi Flyway Council behind Arkansas and Minnesota and
fifth in the U.S. In the Mississippi Flyway as a whole, harvest
was down 10 percent last year. Northern states, such as Minnesota,.
Wisconsin and Michigan, had a good season last year. Mr. Helm then
noted a series of public hearings were held to address hunters’
concerns in conjunction with Ducks Unlimited and Fish & Wildlife
Service showing the possible scenario for the last several seasons.
He then stated last year’s season was a thing of the past and that
there may be better things ahead. The prairie pothole region had
some late winter and spring snows that turned around a pretty poor
prediction for this area. At this point, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service video on ducks and geese was shown. Mr. Helm
recapped there was overall good news for ducks and geege from the
breeding grounds. From the Mississippi Flyway Council Meeting, a
recommendation for a 60 day season with 6 bird bag came about. But
within that 60 day season, there will be a 30 day pintail and
canvasback season. Mr. Helm recommended that they should be
cautiously optimistic when talking to hunters for this upcoming
season. He then reminded the Commission they changed the zone line
3 years ago putting all of the coastal marshes in the west zone.
The recommendation for ducks and coots in the West Zone will be
November 8 - November 30 and reopen on December 13 - January 18.
The East Zone would be November 15 - November 30 and reopen on
December 13 - January 25. For the pintail season, staff was



suggesting the first 30 days in each split followed by a canvasback
season in the last 30 days. For pintail in the West Zone, those
dates would be November 8 - November 30 and December 13 - December
19; for the East Zone, the season would be November 15 - November
30 and December 13 - December 26. West Zone dates for canvasbacks
would be December 20 - January 18; whereas the East Zone would have
the dates of December 27 - January 25. The youth waterfowl dates
will be the weekend prior to the opening of the duck season in each
zone, November 1-2 in the West Zone and November 8-9 in the East
Zone. Daily bag limits will be the same as last year. For the
goose season, the recommendation was for a statewide light geese
and white-fronted geese season with the dates of November 1 -
November 30 and December 13 - February €. The .Canada Goose season
would run for 9 days from January 17 ‘- January 25. The
Conservation Order for light geese would allow for a 12 day season
from December 1 - December 12 followed by the second split running
from February 7 - March 7. The second split for: - rails and
gallinules would open on November 8 - December 31.

Commissioner Mouton stated the comments he has received in the
East Zone were to open the first split as late as possible such as
November 22 - December 7 and then to change the other dates to get
the full 60 day season. Chairman Denmon stated the calls he has
received want to back the second half up a week since they felt the
birds were more vulnerable to the gun in December rather than
January.. He added ‘he has not received any calls from West Zone
hunters. Commissioner Sagrera commented a problem with both
recommendations was it interfered with the Conservation Order for
geese. He then noted all of the calls he has received from the
East Zone hunters indicated they wanted to go to January 25, the
end of the season. Chairman Denmon asked if the Conservation Order
could be changed? Mr. Helm stated when one season change occurs,
this has a domino effect on the others. Commissioner Felterman
stated all of the comments he has received are in line with those.
presented. Chairman Denmon stated he has seen better duck hunting
in north Louisiana in December and early January -rather than late
January. Mr. Helm stated the traditional closing has been the
Sunday closest to January 20 but now Louisiana is in the middle of
an experiment of hunting later in January and allowing the northern
states to open in October. All decisions for the seasons are
- weather dependent. Commissioner Sagrera made a motion to accept
the Department’s recommendation and it was seconded by Commissioner
Kelly. Chairman Denmon then opened the meeting .for public
comments. '

Mr. Neil Mott from Oak Ridge, stated he was part of a group
that talked to 55 hunters in northeast Louisiana and there were a
lot of variations among those hunters. But he stated no one wants
to go to the end of January since they do not kill birds in late
January. : ‘




Mr. Warren Coco stated he was in favor of going with Mr.
Helm’s recommendation. He also suggested waiting to see what
happens with the 3 year experiment of going to the end of January.
Mr. Coco noted going to the 30th or 31st of January was too late.

Mr. Jerry Hightower, an avid hunter for 62 years, assured the
Commission that more ducks would be killed in November and December
than in January. He recommended cutting the last days off of the
season and move them into December.

Hearing no further comments, Chairman Denmon made a substitute
motion to move the second split in the East Zone to run from
_December 6 - December 18. Mr. Helm stated the Conservation Order
could be split by the zones and still have the 12 days in the West
Zone. Mr. Tommy Prickett asked the Commission to proceed and give
staff a few wminutes to work out the details. There was no second
to the Chairman’s motion. Going back to the original motion,
Chairman Denmon asked Mr. Helm to read the Therefore Be It Resolved
portion of the Resolution. The motion passed with opposition from
Chairman Denmon.

(The full text of the Resolution is
made a part of the recoxrd.)

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 2003

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, Augqust 6, 2003

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status of
waterfowl, including ducks, coots, and geese in
Washlngton DC, and

WHEREAS, rules and <regulations governing waterfowl season
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff
has presented recommendations for waterfowl including
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service framework, -now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission does hereby tentatively adopt



the attached season dates, bag llmlts and shooting hours,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these tentative dates w1ll be ratified
by Declaration of Emergency unless significant changes
are mandated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the
authority to take any and all steps necessary on behalf
of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate these
seasons as a Declaration of Emergency; and

_BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these dates will be forwarded to the
. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as regulations set for
Louisiana's 2003-2004 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman : -James H. Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission : Fisheries

A Resolution - Establishing Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA
was the first of three items presented by Mr. Tommy Prickett. He
began stating there is a WMA in Tangipahoa Parish called Sandy
Hollow with a number of school board sections nearby. The
Department approached the Tangipahoa Parish School Board and asked
them if they would like to leave them open to the public as a WMA
and they have agreed to do that. This action would promulgate 2
tracts to be designated the Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA.
Hopefully within the next month an additional tract would be added.
Mr. Prickett asked the Commission to establish the 2 tracts, which
totaled 994 acres, as a WMA. .He then read the Therefore Be It
Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner Kelly made a
motion to accept the Resolution. It was seconded by Commissioner
‘Felterman and approved with no opp081tlon

(The full text of the Resolution is
made a part of -the record.)

RESOLUTION ‘ '

. ESTABLISHING THE
. TANGIPAHOA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Comm1ss1on

August 6, 2003
WHEREAS,. the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has

entered into a ten-year lease agreement with the
Tangipahoa Parish School Board, for certain tracts or




parcels of land situated in the parish of Tangipahoa,
consisting of approximately 994 acres, and more
specifically described in Attachment A and locally known
as the Husser Tract (647.12 acres) and Loranger Tract
(346.89 acres).

WHEREAS, this prdperty contains valuable wildlife habitat, the
protection and proper management of which is important to-
the State’s conservation and wildlife management efforts.

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Secretary of the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries that in order to
enhance wildlife habitat in the state and provide for
public use and recreational opportunities on these lands
that they be established as a wildlife management area to
be called the Tangipahoa Parish School Board Wildlife
Management Area.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby select, in accordance with the
laws of the State of Louisiana, particularly Title 56,
Section 781 et seq. of the Revised Statutes of 1954, the
land described above, comprised of 994 acres, more or
less, to be established as a Wildlife Management Area.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this property shall be used
exclusively for wildlife management purposes, and as
such, 1is perpetually dedicated to the protection,

. conservation and management of fish and wildlife and
their habitat, and such public recreation, including, but
not limited to, hunting, bird watching, and trapping,
which is consistent with these purposes.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
authorizes the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, on behalf of the Commission, to take all
actions necessary in furtherance of establishing the
Tangipahoa Parish School Board Wildlife Management Area,
including securing and signing all legal documents.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

Attachment A.

Certain tracts or parcels of land within Tangipahoa Parish, more
particularly described as:

346.89 acres located in Sec. 16, T
647.12 acres located in Sec. 16, T



A Declaration of Emergency - Setting Hunting Seasons on
Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA was the next item handled by Mr.
Tommy Prickett. This action will set hunting seasons on the
Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA. Deer season will be the same
as outside except still hunting only; all small game will be the
same as outside except beagles will be permitted January 26-
February 29 for rabbit; squirrel dogs will be permitted January 26
- February 8; and raccoon hunting at nighttime will be allowed
January 26 - February 29. Also he noted there would be no ATVs
allowed and the area would be walk-in only. Mr. Prickett asked for
a volce vote to promulgate the regulations and to include them in
the hunting pamphlet. Hearing no comments, Commissioner Felterman
made a motion to accept the Declaration of Emergency and it was
seconded by Commissioner Sagrera. The motion passed unanimously.

{The full text of the Declaration of
Emergency is made a part of the
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts.
the following-emergency rule.

2003-2004 Hunting Regulations

Tangipahba Parish School Board Wildlife Management Area
(Region 7): (Loranger Tract: 346.89 acres) and (Husser Tract:
647.12 acres) ‘ : :

Self-Clearing Permits Required.

Deer: Same as outside except still hunt only.

Small Game: Same as outside except beagles permitted January
26-February 29; squirrel dogs permitted January 26-February 8

Raccoon (Nighttime): January .26-February 29
No ATVs. Walk-in only.
Horseback Riding: Organized trail rides prohibited. Riding

‘allowed only on designated roads and trails. Horses and mules are
specifically prohibited during turkey and gun seasons for deer.




Contact Wildlife Division, Region 7 for maps and specific
information.

A Declaration of Emergency 1is necessary to establish the
hunting season for Tangipahoa Parish School Board Wildlife
Management Area. A lease agreement was recently completed on the
tracts and as such was not included with the original Notice of
Intent. ' -

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman

The last item by Mr. Tommy Prickett was a Declaration of
Emergency - Bobcat Season as Authorized by Act 1248. During the
recent Legislative Session, action was taken to establish a bobcat
season by the Department. Prior to 1978, bobcats and foxes were an
outlawed quadruped, which allowed them to be hunted 365 days a year
with no bag limit. In 1978, the bobcat was designated a fur animal
and the recreational take was suspended. Staff examined the
historical information on the harvest of bobcats prior to 1978, the
trapping data from the past 30 years and what the adjoining states
allow. Mr. Prickett recommended that hunters be allowed to take
one bobcat during the open deer season. Scent post surveys were
conducted when there was a high bobcat harvest and there was no
significant change in the visitation of bobcats except in the
Florida parishes. Since these surveys were suspended, there have
been significant changes in bobcat habitat. Bobcat populations are
dependent upon prey species and the best habitat in Louisiana are
bottomland hardwoods. Mr. Prickett also recommended a season limit
of one bobcat for properly licensed deer hunters during the open
deer season. Commissioner Sagrera made a motion to accept the
Department’s recommendation. Commissioner Kelly seconded the
motion. Chairman Denmon then asked for public comments.

Mr. Beau Gast, Louisiana Wildlife Rehabilitator’s Association,
stated they take in all of the injured or orphaned wildlife in the
state. He noted his Association is against the proposal with their
being no bioclogical data to back up the bobcat in this state. The
information given by Mr. Prickett is anecdotal and inconsistent
trapping data. The rehabilitators in Louisiana have only taken in
four bobcats over the last 10 years. Mr. Gast felt this action was
~not legal as it related to the Administrative Procedure Act.

Another concern by the Association was there 1is no bobcat
management plan in place. Mr. Gast felt there would be an increase
in the numbers of bobcats brought to wildlife rehabilitators, which
are very expensive to rehabilitate. One other problem was a dead
carcass may be left behind since most people do not eat the meat of
bobcats. He asked that accurate bioclogical data be obtained and
have a management plan in place before starting a bobcat season.
Mr. Gast then read several comments he received by e-mail opposing
the bobcat season. :



Mr. Jeff Dorson, Humane Society of Louisiana, also stated they
are against the proposed regulation since there is no scientific
data to support opening a season. He then went over the process
the bill went through during the legislative session. On the House
side, it was introduced and passed out of Committee and the House -
Floor without much discussion. There was an open debate in the
Senate Committee passing with a vote of four to two due to there
being no statistical data on population density. Senator Butch
Gautreaux voiced those concerns on the Senate Floor and it was
returned to the Calendar twice since it did not have the votes to
pass. The bill did pass with an amendment and this caused a House
Conference Committee and the fox provision was dropped. Mr. Dorson
stated the Society was in favor of a moratorium until data is
~available.

Dr. Mike Chamberlain, LSU Professor, stated he did his
doctoral research on bobcats. He did not . think the previous
gentlemen were right in that there has been no quantitative
scientifically based research project conducted in Louisiana in the
past few years to. justify a harvest rate. But, he noted, there is
a considerable knowledge and literature base in surrounding states
that documents survival rates of adult and juvenile bobcats. The
harvest limit is quite conservative compared to Mississippi having
an open season with no bag limit.- Dr. Chamberlain felt most
hunters would not shoot a bobcat as this would destroy their deer
hunt for that day. With the type of season recommended, there may
be a total harvest of 3,000 to 4,000 per year.

Mr. Prickett added to Dr. Chamberlain‘s comments that they
looked at what the adjoining states’ regulations are and Louisiana
has half of the woodland acres that Mississippi has. Staff has
calculated the bobcat harvest may be about 2,000 in this state.
Commissioner Sagrera felt the concept that 250,000 hunters would
kill 250,000 bobcats goes from one extreme to another. From the
comments he has received especially from southwestern marsh areas
which are not bobcat habitat, there have been more sightings of
these animals and he supported the Department’s recommendation
thinking it was quite conservative. Commissioner Kelly noted that
when the animals were outlawed, no great numbers of bobcats were
killed at that time. So he felt the proposal would not wipe out
the bobcat population. Chairman Denmon stated the recommendation
by the Department is pretty restrictive. Hearing no further
comments, the motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Declaration of
.Emergency 1is made a part of the
record.) .
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B)
and R.S. 49:967(D) of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under
the authority of R.S. 56:115 and Act 1248 of the 2003 Regular
Legislative Session, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby
adopt the following emergency rule.

Properly licensed big game hunters may take a bobcat during
the open deer hunting season. The season limit on bobcats taken by
recreational deer hunters shall be one. Legal shooting hours and
methods of take shall be the same as those for deer in each area of
the state.

This rule shall take effect on September 13, 2003 which
coincides with the opening of the 2003 archery season.

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman

Chairman Denmon then asked for Public Comment - 2004 Turkey
Season and none were made.

Mr. Greg Linscombe handled the next item, a Resolution &
Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2003-2004 Trapping Season.
Trapping licenses almost doubled from a year ago to about 1,600
this year due largely to the Coastwide Nutria Control Program.
Comparative take was up 289,000 animals which was also directly
related to the Coastwide Nutria Control Program. Total value of
the harvest was $1.5 million to the trappers. Nutria harvest was
308,160 and the average for the three years before that was 20,000-
25,000 per year. The average price paid went down to $1.40 but was
supplemented by the $4 per tail from the Control Program. In the
program, there were 342 participants, representing 22 parishes,
that turned in 300,000 tails and received $1.2 million in incentive
payments. Method of take was 63 percent shot with a rifle, 3
percent took the animals with a shotgun and 34 percent trapped the
animals. February was the most active month for tail collections
and December was the least active. Damage surveys flown in May
showed 82,000 acres were impacted which is not significantly
different but it would take two or three growing seasons to see if
the program works and to see improvements. Mr. Linscombe did
report an overall improvement in the condition of the damaged
spots. The only other significant change in harvest was with the
raccoon jumping from 6,000 to 11,000 even though there was a drop
in prices. River otter has the most valuable pelt to trappers and
this ‘increased from 2,600 to almost 4,000 with pelt prices going
from $50 to $59. Chairman Denmon asked Mr. Linscombe to read the
Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Chairman
Denmon asked what may trigger lengthening or shortening the season?
Mr. Linscombe stated a request to extend may come from fur buyers
when prices go up and the season would soon close. He also noted
he could not remember ever closing a season before it was time.
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Commissioner Sagrera made a motion to accept the Resolution and it
was seconded by Comm1331oner Kelly. The motion passed with no
opposition. : ‘

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency are made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

2003-2004 Fur Trapping Season
Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August 6, 2003

R.S. 56:259(A) authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to .set the open season for the taking of
nongame quadrupeds and allows the Commission to extend,
curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of the state
each year, and

R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967 (D) of the Administrative
Procedure Act allows the Commission to use emergency
provisions to set seasons, and

Louisiana has historically 1lead the nation in the
production of wild fur with value to the trappers as high
as 524 million in some seasons, and

the harvest of this renewable resource is important in
providing supplemental income to citizens of the state
while furnishing an essential management tool to reduce
nuisance wildlife problems, property damage, the impact
of prey species, the incident of density dependent
disease and provide a measure of populatlon health and
general condition, and

regulated trapping provides the only practical control of
muskrat and nutria populations, an essential part of any
effort to protect or enhance coastal wetlands. -The role
of such trapping cannot be overstated because of the rate
of wetland loss and the impact that these wetland grazers
are having in southeastern parlshes, ‘and

during the 2003-2004 trapping season the department will
continue the Coastwide Nutria Control Program providing
an incentive payment of $4.00 per nutria tail to
participants for up to 400,000 nutria with the objective
of reducing damage to coastal wetlands, and
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WHEREAS, 'the increased commercial harvest of beaver can play a
major role in assisting in the reduction of damage to
timber, agriculture, drainage, and wildlife habitat, and

WHEREAS, historical and current information collected by the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries have indicated that
-the optimum time frame for the harvest of furbearers is
between November and March each year, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby set the 2003-2004 fur harvest season,
statewide from November 20, 2003 through March 31, 2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby grant authority to the Secretary of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend or shorten the
trapping season in any area of the state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the
2003-2004 fur harvest season is attached to and made a
part of this resolution.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries , Department of Wildlife and
Commission . Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 56:259(A) which
authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to set the open
season for the taking of non-game quadrupeds and allows the
Commission to extend, curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of
the state each year and in accordance with emergency provisions of
R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967 (D) of the Administrative Procedure
Act, which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use
emergency provisions to set seasons, the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby set the 2003-2004 fur harvest season,
statewide from November 20, 2003 through March 31, 2004. The
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby also authorize the
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend or
shorten the adopted season. .
Terry D. Denmon
Chairman

Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season began with Mr. Marty Bourgeois stated Congress
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appropriated $8.7 million to assist Louisiana shrimp industries.
‘The Governor has approved a plan which charges the Department with
administering the funds. By the end of that day, approximately
6,000 applications would have been mailed explaining the source of
the funds and a certification form. When all of the forms are
returned, the money would then be distributed to the shrimpers.
With respect to the fall inshore shrimp season, Mr. Bourgeois
stated there are multiple size groups present in the current
population. Also a full moon would occur on August 12 which would
cause high tides. Considering these factors and the relatively
short spring season in Zone 2, the Department recommended opening
Zones 2 and 3 at official sunrise on Monday, August 11 and Zone 1
at official sunrise on Monday, August 18. Additionally, staff
recommended closing Zones 2 and 3 at official sunset December 16
and in Zone 1 at official sunset December 31. The proposed rule
would also give the Secretary authority to close the season if
there is a need to do so and the authority to close or reopen
outside waters 1if significant numbers of small shrimp appear.
Commissioner Kelly made a motion to-accept the dates as presented.
Commissioner Felterman seconded the motion. Chairman Denmon then
opened the discussion for public comment. :

Mr. Marcel Reon, Zone 2, stated over the last three weeks
shrimp have been moving out of Grand Isle pass. He suggested there
should be a way to monitor the shrimp and open the season early
when they are leaving. Mr. Bourgeois commented they have done
different things this year such as Secretary Jenkins authorized an
extension of the spring shrimp season in Zone 2 in a portion of
Timbalier and Terrebonne Bays. But there was a problem with
defining boundaries as well as enforcement problems.

Mr. John Brown, commercial fishermen from Zone 2, stated he
was totally against the extension. Over the last 15 years, the
land has eroded and this was causing the shrimp to leave the inside
waters sooner. Mr. Brown also suggested opening the fall season
earlier as well as the spring season. He then asked that maybe the
meeting to set the season be held earlier next year. Mr. Bourgeois
stated the consensus of the fishermen, dealers and processors he
has talked to coastwide felt the spring season opened at the right
time. As far as extensions, these areas are monitored very
closely. Speaking again, Mr. John Brown, in his opinion, felt when
you start seeing the white shrimp it is too late to close the
season since they are very vulnerable

Mr. Pete Gerica, Lake Pontchartraln Fisherman’s Association,
stated the Department has done a fine job. What the previous
gentleman was talking about was coastal erosion, commented Mr.
Gerica. He added that there was a need for barriers to hold the
water in. Also Mr. Gerica suggested mlcromanaglng each part of the
three zones. :

. Hearing no further comments, the motion passed unanimously.
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency are made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

2003 Fall Shrimp Season Opening
adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August 6, 2003

R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to fix no less than two open shrimp seasons
each calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

R.S. 56:497 provides that shrimp season openings shall be
based on biological and technical data which indicate
that marketable shrimp, in sufficient quantities, are
available for harvest, and

R.S. 56:498 provides that the minimum legal possession
count ‘on saltwater white shrimp shall average no more
than 100 whole specimens to the pound (100 count per
pound), except during the time period from October
fifteenth through the third Monday in December when there
shall be no possession count, and .

historical and current biological sampling conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated
that white shrimp in Shrimp Management Zones 2 and 3 will
average 100 count per pound minimum size or larger by
early August and white shrimp in Shrimp Management Zone
1 will average 100 count per pound minimum size or larger
by mid August, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with public
notification provisions specified in R.S. 56:497, the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby opens the 2003
fall shrimp season in inside waters in Shrimp Management
Zone 1 at official sunrise August 18, 2003 and in Shrimp
Management Zones 2 and 3 at official sunrise August 11,
2003.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife - -and Flsherles Commission does

hereby ‘fix the closing dates for the 2003 Fall Shrimp
Season in inside waters at official sunset December 16,

2003 in Zones 2 and 3, and official sunset December 31,
2003 in Zone 1, except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds,
as described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D),
which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m., March 31, 2004.
The Commission also grants authority to the Secretary of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the
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closing dates if biological or technical data indicate
the need to do so or if enforcement problems develop and
to close and reopen all or parts of state outside waters
-1f significant numbers of small white shrimp are found in
these waters.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 2003
Fall Shrimp Season in Louisiana state inside waters is
attached to and made a part of this resolution.

Terry'D. Denmon, Chairman  James H. Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary

Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wlldllfe and
Commission Flsherles

DECLARATICN OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open
seasons each year for all or part of inside waters and shall have
the authority to open or close outside waters, the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 2003 Fall Shrimp Season in
Louisiana waters to open as follows:

: Shrlmp Management Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana’s inside

waters from the Mississippi- LouisianavState line to the eastern
shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River, to open at official
sunrise August 18, 2003, and :

Shrimp Management Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana’s inside
waters from the eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi
River to the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at
Marsh Island, to open at official sunrise August 11, 2003, and

Shrimp Management Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana’s inside
waters from the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass
at Marsh Island to the Louisiana-Texas state line, to open at
-official sunrise August 11, 2003.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 2003
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season in Zone 2 and Zone 3 at official sunset
December 16, 2003, and Zone 1 at official sunset December 31, 2003
except in the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as
described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D) which shall remain
open until 6:00 a.m., March 31, 2004. The Commission also grants
‘authority to the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
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Fisheries to change the closing dates if biological and technical
data indicate the need to do so or if enforcement problems develop
and to close and reopen all or parts of state outside waters if
significant numbers of small white shrimp are found in these
waters. -

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency - Establishment of a Designated
Temporary Natural Reef was presented by Mrs. Karen Foote. An area
in Little Lake in Lafourche and Jefferson Parishes no longer has
oyster leases but there is an oyster resource. For someone to fish
this resource, the Commission needed to establish it as an open
ground. Mrs. Foote then asked that the area be established as a
temporary natural reef. The area is less than 100 square miles of
total bottoms. Within a year, Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion
would be operating and at that time this resource would die. Mrs.
Foote then read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the
Resolution.. She added that since this would be for a short term,
the mitigation requirements have been exempted. Commissioner
Mouton made a motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded
by Commissioner Kelly. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency are made a
part 6f the record.)

RESOLUTION
ESTABLISHMENT OF DESIGNATED TEMPORARY NATURAL REEF
August 6, 2003

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6(12) provides that the Commission shall, through
its Secretary, improve, enlarge, and protect the natural
oyster reefs of this state as conditions may warrant, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Department may designate
from which natural reefs oysters may be fished, and

WHEREAS, oyster leases were purchased or relocated pursuant to
R.S. 56:432.1 in a portion of Little Lake and nearby
waterbottoms in Jefferson and Lafourche Parishes, and

WHEREAS, the waterbottoms in that portion of Little Lake and
vicinity in Jefferson and Lafourche Parishes have been
reported to contain oysters of harvestable size and
gquantity, and

WHEREAS, due to the anticipated operation of the Davis Pond
Freshwater Diversion structure, the oyster resource in

17



this area is in imminent peril of being irretrievably
lost.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries establish a
designated temporary natural reef in the waterbottoms of
Little Lake and vicinity - Jefferson and Lafourche
Parishes in the area described in " the attached
Declaration of Emergency which is attached to and made a
part of thls resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary
steps on behalf of the Commission to effectuate this
Declaration of Emergency, including but not limited to
the preparatlon of reports and correspondence to other
agenc1es of government.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Secretary
Wildlife and Flsherles : Department of Wlldllfe and
Commission : Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with emergency provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and in accordance with R.S. 56:6(12)
and R.S. 56:433, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries declare and designate those
waterbottoms of Little Lake and vicinity in Jefferson and Lafourche
Parishes more specifically described below to be a designated
temporary natural reef

The oyster resource located on this designated reef may be
irretrievably lost due to the anticipated operation of the Davis
Pond Freshwater Diversion structure, which poses imminent peril to
the welfare of the people of the state as a result of the permanent
and irreplaceable loss of this natural resource and the resulting
loss of economic benefit to the oyster industry. 1Inasmuch as the
Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion is anticipated to resume normal
- operations within 12 months, standard rulemaking procedures and
timeframes would leave little, if any, time for an orderly and
-efficient harvest of this resource. Therefore, the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
do hereby declare the waterbottoms of Little Lake . and vicinity in
Jefferson and Lafourche parishes as described below a designated
temporary natural reef:
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Beginning at the point on the western bank of the Barataria
Waterway, latitude of 29° 34’ 40" North, longitude 90° 03' 35.070"
West; thence southerly along the western bank of the Barataria
Waterway to a point, latitude 29° 30' 27.226" North, longitude 90°
01' 25.438" West; thence southwesterly to a point, latitude 29° 26
37.361" North, longitude 90° 07' 26.119" West; thence northwesterly
to a point, latitude 29° 28' 50.000" North, longitude 90° 11
40.000" West; thence North to a point, latitude 29° 34' 40.000"
North, longitude 90° 11' 40.000" West; thence East to the point of
beginning.

All statutes, regulations, and policies pertaining to the use
of public oyster grounds will be in force in this temporary natural
reef with the exception of any additional mitigation requirements
levied from time to time for construction, oil and gas exploration,
or pipeline construction activities.

This Declaration of Emergency. will become effective on
September 3, 2003, and shall remain in effect for the maximum
period allowed. under the Administrative Procedure Act or until
revocation by the Commission and the Department.

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman

Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003-04 Oyster Season
on Public Oyster Grounds, Seed Reservations & Tonging Areas began
with Mr. Marty Bourgeois introducing Mr. Patrick Banks. Mr. Banks
is the bioclogist that has worked very closely in the oyster
management program and has compiled the annual stock assessment
report. Chairman Denmon welcomed Mr. Banks and told him the floor
was his. Mr. Banks went straight into stating the Department’s
recommendations for the 2003-04 oyster season on the public
grounds. A copy of the stock assessment report, completed in July,
was: given to the Commissioners. Bay Gardene Oyster Seed
Reservation and Little Lake Designated Temporary Natural Reef would
open September 3, 2003 and close April 1, 2004; other areas east of
the Mississippi River, Lake Borgne and the sacking only area and
the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed Reservation would open on September
10, 2003 and run through April 1, 2004; dates for the north end of
Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation would be September 10, 2003
through September 16, 2003; Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation
would open for seed only on September 10, 2003 and close September
21, 2003; and then for seed and sacking in Sister Lake, the season
would run from September 22, 2003 through November 30, 2003; and
the Calcasieu Lake Public Tonging Area season would go from October
15, 2003 through April 30, 2004. Mr. Banks then read a portion of
the Therefore Be It Resolved included on the Resolution.
Commissioner Mouton made a motion to accept the Department’s
recommendations. Commissioner Felterman seconded the motion. The
Chairman then asked for public comments.
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Mr. Dennis Pixton, member of the Louisiana Oyster Task Force
and oyster farmer ahd harvester, stated the Task Force asked that
the Bay Gardene and Little Lake areas open on September 10 and that
the Vermilion/Cote Blanche/Atchafalaya Bays area open on September
3. The concern with Bay Gardene was the fact it was the only
primary area east of the River to open and it is such a small area.
Also Mr. Pixton noted this area has not been favorable and has been
infested with mussels in the past. He concluded by asking that the
Task Force'’s recommendations be considered by the Commission.

Mr. Joe Colletti, Sr. stated he locked at the statement on
opening Sister Lake for seed only and wanted to know why that could
not be made into a seed and sack area. When 200 to 300 boats get
. in that area, there is no such thing as seed, the fishermen take

everything that is on that area. What some boats do was they take
the seed, move it and then a week later they will sack those
oysters. Mr. Colletti then mentioned a Texas man was coming with
15 boats to move seed from the area and they are not even allowed
to work the area. He then asked the Commission to help them and
get the area open to seed and.sacking. Mr. Banks stated the most
boats counted on opening day in Sister Lake was 70 and staff feels
the lake can handle this many boats. After the seed season, there
will be an opportunity to sack oysters. The example spoken by Mr.
Colletti does occur and enforcement will try to curb this as much
as possible. Staff feels, based on the stock assessment, the seed
season in Sister Lake will benefit the resource. In response to
Mr. Pixton’'s comments on Bay Gardene, Mr. Banks noted this is a
small area but there was a need for these reefs to be worked by
dredges in order to help that resource. Also, since Bay Gardene is
a seed reservation, they are trying to push the industry to use the
area to bring up seeds to be place on their grounds.

. Mr. Angelev Collins stated what Mr. Banks just said about
working the reefs would benefit only certain people. At least 60
percent of the oysters in Houma area could be picked up and sold
that day. : .

. Mr. Travis Simon, an oysterfisherman, sStated he agreed with
what Mr. Collins and Mr. Colletti said.  If the reefs are opened
for seed oysters, those big boats will come in and take all of the
seed oysters and put them on their bedding grounds. When those
boats finish working the area, Mr. Simon felt there would not even
‘be enough oysters to eat.

. Mr. Joe Colletti, Sr., commented that the only thing that will
be sacked after the seed only season would be dirt, mud and gravel.
He felt there would not just be 70 boats in Sister Lake, but rather
100-125 boats and 50-75 of those would be from Texas. When an area
is opened in his area, it will take 3-4 years to get it back to its
original shape once the Texas boats get finished. "Mr. Colletti
then talked about the labor on the Texas boats being all Mexicans.
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He again asked that they be allowed to go into the area and sack
the oysters.

Mr. Travis Simon stated he used to get $2 to $3 a sack for the
oysters when he worked as a deckhand. Now the Texas boats are
paying the Mexicans 75 cents to a $1 per sack. Mr. Simon also
asked the Commission to help them.

Commissioner Sagrera asked if there are any restrictions on
out-of-state boaters harvesting seed in Louisiana waters or the
amount they can take? Mr. Banks stated they would need an out-of-
state license but are not limited on the amount they can take.
Commissioner Felterman asked if the Sister Lake area was opened for
sacking, would it create a biological problem? Mr. Banks felt
their concern may be in overharvesting the resource. Comments also
received were that the area was opened too early for sacking while
having a later opening would produce a better yield. The resource
in the Lake can handle a compromise opening earlier for seeds and
later to have a better yield. Also noted by Mr. Banks was the
Resolution authorizes the Secretary to open and close areas as data
determines. Even with Sister Lake not opening for sacking until
September 22, there were other areas that could be worked before
that time. Chairman Denmon asked if the Department has a way to
determine the number of out-of-state versus in-state boats that are
working an area? Mr. Banks explained that during a season, staff
" goes and make boarding reports and can make it available to the
Commission. Chairman Denmon noted the out-of-state boaters maybe
an issue that should be looked into. Commissioner Sagrera also
suggested finding a legal way to maintain control of the resource
for local fishermen. Mr. Banks knew the only control available now
was the increased cost for an out-of-state license. Commissioner
Felterman asked what happens to seed oysters during sack season?
Mr. Banks stated those seed oysters less than 3 inches would be.
culled and placed back on the reef.

~ Mr. BAngelev Collins stated the fishermen are taking the seed
oysters and putting them on their own reefs.

Mr. Patrick Collins commented the north side of Bay Junop has
no oysters, there was a reef there maybe as big as the Louisiana
Room. After the fishermen take seed from Sigter Lake for 12 days,
the only oyster left would be the undersized oysters for which they
would be ticketed.

Commissioner Kelly asked what are the percentages on the reefs
for seed versus harvestable sack oysters? Mr. Banks quoting from
the stock assessment report showed seed was up in Sister Lake
compared to last year but sack availability from last year was down
from the previous year. The ratio for this year was a little
better than 1:1 sack to seed. Commissioner Kelly asked if a
fisherman was sacking oysters, would he be allowed to have seed
oyster on his boat as well? Mr. Banks stated there is a 3 inch
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minimum size for sack oysters. Commissioner Kelly and Mr. Banks
felt from what they have heard, there may be an enforcement issue
involved. Commissioner Stone asked if both seed and sack oysters
could be on a boat. Mr. Banks answered no, you cannot have a sack
on your boat. Mr. Bourgeois stated that during the proposed seed
only season in Sister Lake there would be no restrictions on having
- sacks on a boat. This means that a fisherman could not possess
sacked oysters onboard a vessel while on Sister Lake. Again
Commissioner Kelly thought this would become an enforcement issue
- and asked when a fisherman is seeding and has both seed and sack

oysters onboard a boat, 1is he illegal. Mr. Bourgeois. stated a
fisherman could take. both sack and seed size .oysters during the
seed only season for bedding purposes only. Commissioner Kelly

then asked, when a fisherman leaves the restricted area, can he
sack those oysters and be legal. Major LaCaze stated technically
they would not be able to sack those oysters regardless of where
the oysters took place. But then you have the enforcement issue of
needing to have the boat under observation from the time he -
harvested the oysters in the seed only area to the point where he
began sacking the oysters. Major LaCaze noted this was not a
feasible possibility for enforcement. Commissioner Kelly agreed
that it would put a major effort on enforcement to have to monitor
the situation. Commissioner Felterman asked, if you are in a sack

. season, can a fisherman keep the seed oysters. . Mr. Bourgeois
answered once an oyster 1is 1in a sack, they have to measure a
- minimum of three inches. Commigsioner Felterman asked if the

season was changed, would it be recommended the season be shorter
if it went to sacking. Mr. Bourgeois answered yes. Commissioner
Felterman then asked the cost for an out-of-state license. A non-
resident would pay four times the price of a Louisiana resident.
Commissioner Felterman asked if there was a change, could a staff
member help with choosing the right dates. Mr. Bourgeois stated a
recommendation for a sack and seed oyster season on Sister Lake
should be from September 10 to November 18. Commissioner Felterman
then made amended the motion to change the Sistexr Lake area to sack
and seed with dates being as stated by Mr. Bourgeols, September 10
to November 18. Commissioner Kelly seconded the substltute motlon‘
The substitute motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency are made a
part of the record.)

: RESOLUTION
2003/2004 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
August 6, 2003

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds

may be fished starting on the first Wednesday following
Labor Day which in 2003 is September 3, and
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds,
Seed Reservations, and Tonging Areas” have been surveyed
and the available supply and size variation has been
determined, and ,

R.S. 56:433(B.2) mandates a sacking only area on the
Public Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plaguemines and St. Bernard Parishes, and

the Commission has considered the recommendations of the
Louisiana Oyster Task Forxrce as provided for in R.S.
56:433(B.1),

BE IT RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the following
areas will open one-half hour before sunrise on September
3, 2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds
not currently under lease located in the Bay Gardene
Oyster Seed Reservation and the designated temporary
natural reef in Little Lake and vicinity, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the following

areas will open one-half hour before sunrise on September
10, 2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the primary public seed grounds east of
the Mississippi River bordered on the north by the
Louisiana/Mississippi state line and on the south by the
Mississippi River and North Pass including that portion-
of Lake Borgne as described in LAC 76:VII.S513, the
sacking only area of the public grounds which is
generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from
Mozambique Point to Point Gardner to Grace Point at the
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and the Hackberry Bay
Oyster Seed Reservation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the Bay Junop

Public Oyster Seed Reservation will open one-half hour
before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and will close one-
half hour after sunset on September 16, 2003 in the
northern portion of the bay only as determined by the
traditional November/February Department of Health and
Hospital seasonal classification line which begins on the
eastern shoreline of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 14’ 03” N,
longitude 91° 02’ 37”7 W and follows a westerly line to
the western shoreline of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 13’
40" N, longitude 91° 03’ 31" W, and

’

BE IT FURTHER - RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the Sister

(Caillou) Lake Public Oyster Seed Reservation will open
for harvest of seed and sack oysters one-half hour before
sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-half hour
after sunset on November 18, 2003, and

23



- BE

BE

BE

. BE

BE

- BE

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that under the authority of R.S. 56:435.1
. the season for the Calcasieu’ Lake public.tonging area
will open one-half hour before sunrise on October 15,

2003 and will remain open until one-half hour after

sunset on April 30, 2004. . However, these conservation-
actions will not supercede publlc health closures, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following areas will remain closed
for the 2003/2004 oyster season: the Public Oyster Seed
Grounds located in portions of Lake Mechant, Lake
Tambour, .Lake Chien, Lake Felicity, Deep Lake, and
Barataria Bay (as described in LAC 76:VII.517), the
Atchafalaya ~-Vermilion Bay Public Oyster Seed Grounds as
described in LAC 76:VII.507 and 509, and the Sabine Lake
Public Tonglng Area, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring or to delay the season or close areas where
significant spat catch has occurred with good probability
of survival, or where it is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, or if
enforcement problems are encountered, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action to reopen areas previously closed if the threat to
the resource has ended or may open areas if substantial
oyster resources are located, and .

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying,
or closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the
2003/2004 oyster season on the Public Oyster Grounds,
Reservations, and Tonging Areas is attached to and made
part of this resolution.

Terrxry D. Denmon, Chairman ' James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wlldllfe and
" Commission Flsherles

DECLARATION OF EMERGENC?

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967 (D), and under
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the authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1 notice is hereby
given that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby
declares: :

The oyster season in the following areas will open one-half
hour before sunrise on September 3, 2003 and will close one-half
hour after sunset on April 1, 2004: the Louisiana Public Oyster
Seed Grounds not currently under lease located in the Bay Gardene
Oyster Seed Reservation and the designated temporary natural reef
. in Little Lake and vicinity. '

The oyster season in the following areas will open: one-half
hour before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-half hour
after sunset on April 1, 2004: the primary public seed grounds
east of the Mississippi River bordered on the north by the
Louisiana/Mississippi state 1line and on the south by the
Mississippi River and North Pass including that portion of Lake
Borgne as described in LAC 76:VII.513, the sacking only area of the
public grounds which is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to
a line from Mozambique Point to Point Gardner to Grace Point at the
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed
Reservation.

The oyster season in the Bay Junop Public Oyster Seed
Reservation will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 10,
2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on September 16,
2003 in the northern portion of the bay only as determined by the
traditional November/February Department of Health and Hospital
seasonal classification line which begins on the eastern shoreline
of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 14’ 037 N, longitude 91° 02’ 37 W and
follows a westerly line to the western shoreline at latitude 29°
13’ 40” N, longitude 91° 03’ 31" W.

The oyster season in the Sister (Caillou) Lake Public Oyster
Seed Reservation will open for harvest of seed and sack oysters
one-half hour before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-
half hour after sunset on Novembe; 18, 2003.

The season for the Calcasieu Lake public tonging area will
open one-half hour before sunrise on October 15, 2003 and will
remain open until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 2004.
However, these conservation actions will not supercede public
health closures.

The following areas will remain closed for the 2003/2004
oyster season: the Public Oyster Seed Grounds located in portions
of Lake Mechant, Lake Tambour, Lake Chien, Lake Felicity, Deep
Lake, and Barataria Bay (as described in LAC 76:VII.517), the
Atchafalaya-Vermilion Bay Public Oyster Seed Grounds as described
in LAC 76:VII.507 and 509, and the Sabine Lake Public Tonging
Area.
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The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take emergency action as necessary to close areas if
oyster mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability' of survival, or where it is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, or 1f enforcement

problems are encountered.

The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to reopen
areas previously closed if the threat to the resource has ended, or
may open areas if substantial oyster resources are located.

Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season will be
made by public notice at least 72 hours. prior to such action.

Terry D Denmon
Chairman ‘

Mr. Vince Guillory discussed the item, a Notice of Intent -
Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program. ‘Act 48 of the 2003 Legislative
Session gave the Commission authority to establish a program to,
. remove abandoned crab traps in Louisiana. This legislation was
similar to those implemented in Texas and Mississippi. Before the
program can be established, the beginning and ending dates of the
closure area, the geographic area of the trap closure, who would be
allowed to remove the traps and the locations for the traps to be
disposed, needed to be settled. Two times per year are when the
closures will be conducted, these are a 16 consecutive day period
between February 1 and March 31 and a 14 consecutive day period

which would include opening day of the spring shrimp season. The
- recommendations by the Department use a conservative approach and
have tried to balance the different user groups. Mr. Guillory also
mentioned the Crab Task Force endorsed the program and approved it
unanimously at their last meeting. The Department will coordinate
the trap removal efforts but it would be veolunteered based. The.

winter closure recommendation is for 6 a.m., February 28, 2004
through 6 a.m., March 14, 2004 in the upper Terrebonne and
Timbalier Bays estuaries which encompasses 182,000 acres. The

"spring closure was proposed for a portion of Vermilion. and West
Cote Blanche Bays, encompassing 58,000 acres. There are two time
options: 1) open at 6 a.m. five days prior to the opening spring
inshore season and end at 6 a.m. nine days following that opening
date; or 2) if a five day notice cannot be implemented, the closure
would begin at 6 a.m. on the opening day of the 2004 spring inshore
shrimp season and end at 6 a.m. nine days following that opening
~date. Any traps in the waters during these closure days would be
considered abandoned and could be picked up and transported by
anyone. Other restrictions imposed included: all traps removed
would be transported to sites designated by the Secretary; no traps -
taken from the closed area can be retained outside the closed area;
and for the winter closure only, traps may be removed from one-half
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hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. Chairman Denmon
asked if this recommendation was similar to what the Committee of
the Commission decided. Mr. Guillory answered yes. Commissioner
Felterman asked if a serviceable, useable trap had to go to the
disposal site. Again, Mr. Guillory answered yes. Commissioner
Kelly asked if the disposal sites would pose an economic hardship
on those transporting them. Mr. Guillory stated there are plans in
Vermilion Bay to have disposal sites on land and to have a barge
near Marsh Island. Commissioner Kelly commented there needs to be
something done but felt the way the rule was written could cause a
hardship. Another problem concerning Commissioner Kelly was the
location of the area to be closed for the spring closure. The bulk
of the shrimp caught in the spring shrimp season are caught west of
the closure line and not east of the closure line. If the east
side of the line was closed and crabbers moved their traps into the
western portion with all of the shrimpers, there may be a conflict
between the crabber and shrimper. Commissioner Kelly realized
there was no fix for everyone with this proposal. He also noted
the area to remain open could have as many as 150-200 boats whereas
the area to be closed would only have 25-30. He suggested maybe
reversing that line if freshwater was in the area at the time of
the season. Commissioner Stone stated the Committee worked hard to
make this fair for everyone. He also noted they copied a lot of
the regulations Texas and Mississippi have in place. Commissioner
Stone felt there was no fair way to do this but hoped it would
benefit the shrimper by getting the abandoned traps out of the
water. He suggested trying the program as recommended and then
modify the rule as needed. Commissioner Kelly asked that the
‘closure line be flip flopped such that the trap removal would be in
the area where there was the most shrimp. Commissioner Mouton felt
Commissioner Kelly was right and also asked that the closure be

flipped to where the shrimpers would be. Commissioner Sagrera
stated there would be a public outcry if all of the crab traps were
piled on the west side of Vermilion Bay. Commissioner Stone

contended that one day this.area would have to close. Commissioner
Kelly again suggested having the flexibility of moving the closed
area from one side of the line to the other depending on where the
shrimp are. Commissioner Stone did not think flip flopping on a’
weekly basis would give enough notice to the crabbers to move their
traps. Mrs. Foote asked if there was an interest in moving, for
this time, the closed area to western Vermilion Bay. Commissioner
Sagrera felt this would be palatable to those shrimpers involved. -
Commissioner Stone did not think the impact would be any different
if the closure was the way recommended and changed the next year.
Mrs. Foote wanted to make a successful “first time out of the
blocks” and be able to make it through the Oversight Committee.
She then added that if the Commission wanted to alter the area,
staff could write it for their consideration. Commissioner Kelly
asked about giving the Secretary authority to close an area where

the shrimp are so the fishermen could get the most benefit. Mrs.
Foote noted the legislation stated the Commission shall designate
areas and thought this meant setting the geographic boundaries.
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During the next regular session, Mrs. Foote suggested having the
legislation changed. Commissioner Stone hoped giving a set date
and staying with it would be more palatable for those volunteers
helping out.

- Secretary Jenkins asked Mr. Puckett, in order for the
Commission to comply with the law, would the Commission be able to
name two areas and then the Secretary could decide which one to
use. Mr. Puckett expressed the desire to look at the law before
commenting. Secretary Jenkins then recommended the Commission set
it up that way subject to a review by the Legal Counsel.
Commissioner Felterman asked why can a person not retain a trap
especially if it is a serviceable trap. Mr. Guillory stated staff
decided it would be. best to have all traps brought back for
disposal whether it was serviceable or not. Commissioner Mouton
made a motion, based on a review by Legal, to accept the Notice of
Intent and to include the two separate areas and delegating
Secretarial authority to choose the -area to be closed.
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion adding that language should
read that whatever was not closed one year would be closed the
next.

Mr. Joe Macaluso stated it seemed that the Commission was
arguing two different issues. He suggested making the proposal 2
rules and vote on the winter closure now and then come back next
month and handle the spring closure.

Mrs. Foote agreed with Mr. Macaluso but since the Crab Task
Force endorsed-the package, they presented it as one so it would
only have to go to the Legislative Oversight Committee one time

Mr. Joe Colletti, Sr., stated he was one of the largest crab

dealers in south Louisiana. With there being 30 commercial
crabbers at his dock, it was a possibility of having 25,000 to
30,000 traps. - He did not hear any talk about the method of

disposing all of the traps. Mr. Colletti then suggested coming up
with a system to smash the traps and help with coastal erosion.
Chairman Denmon asked if a method had been discussed. Mr. Guillory
stated a federal project would help fund the program. There will
be dumpsters placed in the inland sites and someone contracted to
bring the traps to landfills. With the barge, the traps would be
loaded to capacity, and then the barge would be transported to
shore and someone contracted to properly dlspose of them. '

Hearlng no further comments the - motlon passed w1th no
opposition. : . :

(The full text of the Resolution and
Notice of Intent is made a part of
the record. )

RESOLUTION
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. ABANDONED CRAB TRAP REMOVAL PROGRAM
August 6, 2003

WHEREAS, Act 48 (R.S. 56:332) of the 2003 Regular Legislative
Session authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
to establish a program for the removal of abandoned crab
traps from state-owned lake and river beds and other
water bottoms of the state, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:332 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to provide for a prohibition on the use of
crab traps and for the removal of abandoned traps and
their disposal, and '

WHEREAS, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall specify the
beginning and ending dates for the prohibition on the use
of crab traps, shall specify the geographical area within
which the use of crab traps shall be prohibited, shall
specify who is authorized to remove the abandoned traps,
now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby adopt a notice of intent to .
implement a rule for an abandoned crab trap removal
program and for two crab trap closures which is attached
to and made a part of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
- does hereby promulgate a notice of intent which describes
the abandoned crab trap removal program which will become

effective upon promulgation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
authorizes the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries to designate the locations where removed
and abandoned traps are to be placed for disposal.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary .
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule,
including, but not limited to, the filing of the family
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary
- Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries
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NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice
of its intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.367, which provides
for an abandoned crab trap removal program. Authority to establish
these regulations is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:332(M).
Said rule is attached and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

Title 56
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 3. Saltﬁater Sport and Commercial Fishery
§367. Removal of Abandoned Crab Trapé

A. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited for a 16-day
period from 6:00 a.m., February 28, 2004 through 6:00 a.m. March
14, 2004 within that portion of Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes
as described below:

From a point originating from the southern boundary of the
Pointe-aux-Chenes Wildlife Management Area at the South Lafourche
Hurricane Protection Levee, thence west along the southern boundary
of the Pointe-aux-Chenes Wlldllfe Management Area to the Humble
Canal, thence west along the northern shoreline of Humble Canal to
its intersectlon with Bayou Terrebonne, thence south along the
western shoreline of Bayou Terrebonne to its intersection with Bush
Canal, thence west along the northern shoreline of Bush Canal to
its intersection with Bayou Little Caillou, thence north along the
eastern shoreline of Bayou Little Caillou to the Gulf South/South
Coast Natural Gas Pipeline in Chauvin, thence northwest along the
Gulf South/South Coast Natural -Gags Pipeline to LA Highway 57,
thence south and then southeast along LA Highway 57 to its

intersection with LA Highway 56, thence south along LA Highway 56

to Latitude 29°17'00” N, thence east along Latitude 29°17’00” N to
LA Highway 1, thence north along LA Highway 1 to the South
Lafourche Hurricane Protection Levee, thence north along the South
Lafourche Hurricane Protection ‘Levee and terminating at the
southern boundary of the P01nte aux-Chenes Wildlife Management
Area.

"~ B. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited in a portion of
Vermilion Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay as described
later for a 14-day period beginning at 6:00 a.m. five days prior to

the opening of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion
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Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay and ending at 6:00 a.m.
nine days following the opening of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp
season in Vermilion Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay. In
the event that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission approves
opening the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion Bay or
Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay before a five-day minimum
notice can be provided for the crab trap closure, then the use of
crab traps shall be prohibited for a nine-day period beginning at
6:00 a.m. on the opening of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season
in Vermilion Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay and ending
at 6:00 a.m. nine days following the opening of the 2004 Spring
inshore shrimp season in Vermilion Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote
Blanche Bay. The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission authorizes the
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to prohibit
the use of crab traps within one of the following areas based upon
environmental and biological conditions:

1. From a point originating from the intersection of
the Acadiana Navigational Channel and the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway, thence southwest along the Acadiana Navigational Channel
red buoy line to the red navigational marker number 12 on the Marsh
Island shoreline near Southwest Pass, thence south along the
eastern shore of Southwest Pass to a position which intersects the
inside/outside shrimp line as defined in R.S.56:495, thence west
along the inside/outside shrimp line to the western shore of
Freshwater Bayou, thence north along the western shore of
Freshwater Bayou to its intersection with the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway, thence east along the northern shore of the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway to the intersection of the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway and the eastern shore of the Acadiana Navigational
Channel.

2. From a point originating from Cypremort Point on
Vermilion Bay, thence north along the shoreline of Vermilion Bay to
its intersection with the Acadiana Navigational Channel, thence
southwest along the Acadiana Navigational Channel red buoy line to
the red navigational marker number 12 on the Marsh Island shoreline
near Southwest Pass, thence east along the shoreline of Marsh
Island to Longitude 91°47’'00” W, thence north along Longitude
91°47'00” W to the shoreline of West Cote Blanche Bay, thence west
along the northern shoreline of West Cote Blanche Bay and
terminating at Cypremort Point.

C. All crab traps remaining in the closed areas during the
specified periods shall be considered abandoned. For the winter
closure only, crab traps may be removed only between one-half
before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. Anyone is authorized
to remove these abandoned crab traps from within the closed areas.
All traps removed shall be transported to disposal sites designated
by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. No person removing
traps from the designated closed areas shall retain these traps
outside of the closed areas. A
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. AUTHORITY NOTE: "~ Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:332 (M) . , o
HISTORICAL NOTE: - Promulgated by the Department.of Wildlife
and Fisheries, and Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 29:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the family
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of intent
and final rule and the- preparatlon of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the
proposed rule to Martin Bourgeois, Marine Fisheries Programs

Manager, Marine Fisheries Division, P.0O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA

70898-9000, prior to Friday, October 3, 2003.

In accordance with Act No. 1183 of 1999, the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Flsherles Commission hereby
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding
Notice of Intent. This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman

The Commissioners agreed to hold the December 2003 Meeting on
Thursday, December 4, 2003, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton
Rouge Headquarters. :

heard.

-

There being no further business, Commissioner Kelly made a

motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner

Felterman.

Jame s /4 kins, Jr
Secretary :

JHJ : sch
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
Wednesday, August 6, 2003
Chairman Terry Denmon presiding.

Lee Felterman
Tom Kelly
Henry Mouton
Wayne Sagrera
Jerry Stone

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.
Commissioner Bill Busbice was absent from tﬁefmeeting‘

Chairman Denmon called for a motlon for approval of the July
8, 2003) Commission Minutes. A motion for approval: was made by
Commigsioner Mouton and seconded by Comm1331oner Stone * The motion

A

passed with no opposition. A S

Under Commission Speclal Announcements, Commissioner Mouton
read a letter addressed to the members of the Commission and
Secretary Jenkins. The letter spoke of the recent loss of the Plum
Creek WMA and Commissioner Mouton’s attempt to contact other
possible landowners and the chance they may lease their land for
public hunting. However with a lawsuit filed by Louisiana Wildlife
Federation and Senator Joe McPherson on the White Lake Donation and
the lawsuits on the Maurepas WMA camps, those landowners decided
not to allow the Department to use their lands. Commissioner
Mouton also explained how these lawsuits have caused the cessation
of an ecotourist center on the White Lake property as well as the
public use of the area and any future chances of utilizing free
land.

Presentation by Office of Risk Management for Employee
Recognition began with Lt. Col. Charlie Clark introducing Ms. Doris
Copeland, Mr. Brett. Beoubay and Mr. Henry Rayborn with ORM. Ms.
Copeland stated each year the Office of Risk Management presents a
heroic award to a state agency or state employee that has gone
above and beyond thé call of duty to save a life. Awards would be
presented to two employees within the Enforcement Division. She
then explained_ the happenings that occurred in the afternoon of
January 8, 20 hen Region 8 Enft me received a call about a
missing man i he Biloxi WMA. t Brlan Clark and Pilot Gene
Rackle responded to the call Wwasl sucdessful in locating and
rescuing the man. Ms. Copeland/ théen\commented that Lt. Clark and
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Pilot Rackle exhibited bravery to save a life and competence
greatly exceeding normal job demands. She then presented the Risk
Management Heroic Award to Pilot Gene Rackle and Lt. Col. Clark on
behalf of Lt. Brian Clark. Chairman Denmon commended the gentlemen
on behalf of the Commission.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for July was given by Major
Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued
during July.

Region I - Minden - 109 citations and 4 warnlngs
Region II - Monroe - 95 citations, and 14 warnlngs

Region III - Alexandria - 123 citations'.: \hjg o S

Region IV - Ferriday - 157 c1tatlons and 18fwarn1ngs
Region V - Lake Charles - 198 citations and 9 warnings.
Region VI - Opelousas - 237 citations and 79 warnings.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 198 c1tat10ns and 9 warnlngs

B \

Region VIII - New Orleans - 351 c1tat10ns and 34 warnings.
Region IX - Schriever = 238-c1tatlonsfand325 warnings.
Oyster Strike Force - 33 citations.

Seafood Investigation Unit - 17 citations.

SWEP - 12 citations and A”warnings.

~Refuge Patrol - 53 citations and 5 warni

The grand total of 01tatlons issued statewide for the month of
July was 1,706. Also 192 warning citations were issued and agents
helped 1n_71 public assistance statewide.

The aviation report for June 2003 showed enforcement pilots
flew three airplanes a total of 46.6 hours for enforcement and 17.0
hours for-other divisions. Five citations were issued. Then Major
LaCaze stated he provided copies of several/Néws,Réleases on a
variety of items the division worked on durlng rJuly These
included a baited dove case, taking oysters from a polluted area,
undersized black bass from Henderson Bay,._and Grand Isle shrimping
activities during closed season. :)\\

Presentation by Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation and Drawing
for Shotguns was handled by Mr. Danny Timmer since Mr. Paul



Farrell, Regional Dlrecff; npr the State President could attend the
meeting. The Turkey FedefapAon is comprised of approx1mately 4,000
members in the State which conducts about 48 fund raising banquets
each vyear. About $150,000 to $200,000 is raised from these
banquets which are then deposited into the Louisiana Superfund
Account. This money can only be spent in Louisiana; and of this
money, a large portion is spent on the WMAs as well as U.S. Forest
Service properties. Mr. Timmer acknowledged that the Turkey
Federation has been a great friend to this Department. One such
project they have helped with was the=-Voluntary Check Stations
where hunters that kill a turkey rephelr kill. To 'encourage
this participation, the Federation defates. 3 shotguns for public
drawing. This year’s shofguns will be Remington 870's, 3 1/2-inch
super magnums. The winneitWds/from this yeark drawing are: Mr. Nolan
Bounds from Washington PaY¥ish that shot an 18 pound turkey with 9
3/4 inch beard; Mr. Clint Stephenson from Dubuc, killed a turkey in
Lincoln Parish weighing 19 1/2-pound turkey with 9 1/4 inch beard;
and Mr. David Dillon from Angie whose turkey weighed 17 pounds with
9 1/4 inch beard. Mr. Timmer thought this would be.the last year
for this program and he expressed the Comm1331on S apprec1atlon for
their time. .

A Declaration of Emergency - Waterfowl' ‘Seasons was presented
by Mr. Robert Helm. The results from the prev1ous season showed—=
harvest was down 31 percent at about 820,000 total ducks a
the first time since 1995-that at. least a million duc
harvested in Louisiana. -This resulted in Loulslana ra,klng th1
in the MlSSlSSlppl Flyway Council behind Arkansas and Minnesctd and
fifth in the U.S. In the Mississippi Flyway as a whole, harvest
was down 10 percent last year. Northern states, such as Minnesota,
Wisconsin and Michigan, had a good season last year. Mr. Helm =
noted a series of public hearings were held to address hgnters? )
concerns in conjunction with Ducks Unlimited and Fish & Wi i
0;)\ Serv1ce showing the pOSSlble scenario for the last several seasons. 5

last _year’s. seasonmwas_a_thlng_oﬁ_the~pa§x and that

there maybe betfer thlngs ahead. The prairie pothole region had
some late”winter and spring snows that turned around a pretty poor
prediction for this area. At this point, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service video on ducks and geese was shown. Mr. Helm
w\ recapped there was overall good news for ducks and geese from the
Q“ breeding grounds. From the Mississippi Flyway Council Meeting, a
recommendation for a 60 day season with 6 bird bag came about. But

within that 60 day season, there will be a 30 day pintail and
canvasback season. “ Mr. Helm recommended that they should be
cautiously optimistic when talking to hunters for this upcoming

season. He then reminded the Commission they changed the zone line

3 years ago putting all of the coastal marshes in the west 2zone.

The recommendation for ducks and coots in the West Zone will be
November 8 - November 30 and reopen on December 13 - January 18.

The East Zone would be November 15 - November 30 and reopen on
December 13 - January 25. For the pintail season, staff was
3
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suggesting the first 30 days in each split followed by a canvasback
season in the last 30 days. For pintail in the West Zone, those
dates would be November 8 - November 30 and December 13 - December
19; for the East Zone, the season would be November 15 - November
30 and December 13 - December 26. West Zone dates for canvasbacks
would be December 20 - January 18; whereas the East Zone would have
the dates of December 27 - January 25. The youth waterfowl dates
will be the weekend prior to the opening of the duck season in each
zone, November 1-2 in the West Zone and November ‘8-9 in the East
Zone. Daily bag limits will be the same as last year. For the
goose ,season, the commendation was for a statewide Light eese
and White-fronted @eese season with the dates of November 1 -
November 30 and December 13 - February 6. The Canada Goose season
would run for 9 day fro January - 17 - .January 25. ~The
Conservation Order for pight @eese would allow for. a. 12 day season
from December 1 - December 12 followed by the second split running
from February 7 - March 7. The second split for rails and
gallinules would open on November 8 - December 3ik . :
L _*9
CommissiQn Mouton stated the comments/ﬁe has received in the
East Zoneéggégto open the first split ldte .as possible such as
November December 7 and the r he other dates to get
the full 60 day season. Chairm§ stated the calls he has
received want to back the second half up a week since they felt the
birds were more vulnerable to the gun in December rather than
January. He added he has not received..any calls from West Zone
hunters. Commissioner .Sagrera commented a problem with both
ﬁﬁaa recommendations was it interfered with the Conservation Order for
He then notgd=all of the calls he has received from the
. s &K Zhey wanted to go to January 25, the end of
he season. Chal merfi Denmon asked if the Conservation Order could
be changed? Mr. Helm stated when one season change occurs, this
has a domino @&ffect on the others. Commissioner Felterman stated
all of the comments, he has received are in line with those
presented, Chairman Denmon stated he has seen better duck hunting
in north Louisiana. in December and early January rather than late
January. .-Mr. Helm stated the traditional 01051ng has been the
Sunday closest to. January 20 but now Louisiana is in the middle of
an experlment of huntlng later in January and allowing the northern
states to open in October. All decisions for the seasons are
weather dependent. 'Commissioner Sagrera made a motion to accept
the Department’s recommendation and it was seconded by Commissioner
Kelly. Chairman Denmon then opened the meeting for public
comments.

Mr. Neil Mott from Oak Ridge, stated he was part of a group
that talked to 55 hunters in northeast Louisiana and there were a
lot of variations among those hunters. But he stated no one wants
to go to the end of January since they do not kill birds in late
January.



Mr. Warren Coco stated he was in favor of going with Mr.
Helm’s recommendation. He also suggested waiting to see what
happens with the 3 year experiment of going to the end of January.
Mr. Coco noted going to the 30th or 31st of January was too late.

Mr. Jerry Hightower, an avid hunter for 62 years, assured the
Commission that more ducks would be killed in November and December
than in January. He recommended cutting the last days off of the
season and move them into December.

Hearing no further comments, Chairman Denmon made a substitute
motion to move the second split in the East Zone to run from
December 6 - December 18. Mr. Helm stated the Conservation Order
could be split by the zones and still have the 12 days in the West
Zone. Mr. Tommy Prickett asked the Commission to proceed and- give
staff a few minutes to work out the details. There was no second
to the Chairman’s motion. Going back to the 6riginal motion;
Chairman Denmon asked Mr. Helm to read the Therefore Be It Resolved
portion of the Resolution. The motion passed with opposition from
Chairman Denmon. S B

(The full text of the Resolution is
made a part of the record.)

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT ‘OF WILDLIFE -AND FISHERIES
August 6, 2003 j’ : %

The following was adogted by ‘the Loulslana Wlldllfe and Fisheries
Commission at its reqular Comm1551on meetlng in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, August 6, 2003

WHEREAS, pﬁblié heafings have been held to discuss the status of
waterfowl, including ducks, coots, and geese in
Washington DC,’and- :

WHEREAS, .rules . and regulations governing waterfowl season
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff
has presented recommendations for waterfowl including
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wlldllfe and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission does hereby tentatively adopt



the attached season dates, bag limits and shooting hours,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these tentative dates will be ratified
by Declaration of Emergency unless significant changes
are mandated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the
authority to take any and all steps necessary on behalf
of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate these
seasons as a Declaration of Emergency; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these dates will be forwarded to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as; regulations .set for
Louisiana's 2003-2004 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary

Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wlldllfe and
Commission Flsherles

A Resolution - Establishing Tanglpahoa Parlsh School Board WMA
was the first of three items presented by Mr. Tommy Prickett. He
began stating there is a WMA in Tangipahoa. Parish .called Sandy
Hollow with a number of school board sections nearby. The
Department approached the Tangipahoa Parish School Board and asked
them if they would like to leave them open: to the public as a WMA
and they have agreed to do that. This action would promulgate 2
tracts to be designated the Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA.
Hopefully within the next month an additional tract would be added.
Mr. Prickett asked the Commission to establish the 2 tracts, which
totaled 994 acres, as a WMA. He then read the Therefore Be It
Resolved portion of'.the Resolution. Commissioner Kelly made a
motion to accept the Resolution. It was seconded by Commissioner
Felterman and approved with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is
‘. made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

ESTABLISHING THE
TANGIPAHOA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

August 6, 2003
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has

entered into a ten-year lease agreement with the
Tangipahoa Parish School Board, for certain tracts or



a

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

BE IT FU

parcels of land situated in the parish of Tangipahoa,
consisting of approximately 994 acres, and more
specifically described in Attachment A and locally known
as the Husser Tract (647.12 acres) and Loranger Tract
(346.89 acres).

this property contains valuable wildlife habitat, the
protection and proper management of which is important to
the State’s conservation and wildlife management efforts.

it is the recommendation of the Secretary of the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries that in .order to
enhance wildlife habitat in .the State and provide for
public use and recreational opportunltles on these lands
that they be established as a wildlife management area to
be called the Tangipahoa Parish School ‘Board Wildlife
Management Area.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife ‘and Fisheries
Commission does hereby select, in. accordance with the
laws of the State of Louisiana, particularly Title 56,
Section 781 et seq. of the Revised Statutes of ‘1954, the
land described above, comprised of 994 acres, more oOr
less, to be established as a Wlldllfe Management Area.

RTHER RESOLVED, that this »property shall be used
exclusively for wildlife management purposes, and as
such, 1is perpetually dedicated to the protection,
conservation and management of fish and wildlife and
their habitat, and such public recreation, including, but
not limited to, huntlng, ~bird.-watching, and trapping,
which 1s con81stent with these purposes.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ‘Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

authorizes the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, on.behalf of the Commission, to take all
actions necessary in."furtherance of establishing the
Tangipahoa Parish School Board Wildlife Management Area,
including securing and signing all legal documents.

Terry D: Denmon,'Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary

Wildlife -and Fisheries’ Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

Attachment A.

Certain tracts or parcels of land within Tangipahoa Parish, more
particularly described as:

346.89 acres located in Sec. 16, T 4 S, R 8
647.12 acres located in Sec. 16, T 4 S, R 9
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A Declaration of Emergency - Setting Hunting Seasons on
Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA was the next item handled by Mr.
Tommy Prickett. This action will sget hunting seasons on the
Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA. Deer season will be the same
as outside except still hunting only; all small game will be the
same as outside except beagles will be permitted January 26-
February 29 for rabbit; squirrel dogs will be permitted January 26
- February 8; and raccoon hunting at nighttime will be allowed
January 26 - February 29. Also he noted there would be no ATVs
allowed and the area would be walk-in only. Mr. Prickett asked for
a voice vote to promulgate the regulatlons and 43wﬁﬂ1huﬂ£L4an/—
includeery™in the hunting pamphlet. .Hearing no comments,
Commissioner Felterman made a motion to accept the Declaration of
Emergency and it was seconded by Commissioner Sagrera. The motion
passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Declaration of
Emergency . is made a part of the
record.)

DECLARATION OF ‘EMERGENCY .
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emérgency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Flsherles Comm1331on hereby adopts
the following emergency rule.

2003 2004 Hunting Regulatlons
Tangipahoa Parlsh .School Board Wildlife Management Area
(Region 7): (Loranger Tract: 346.89 acres) and (Husser Tract:
647.12 acres)
Self-Clearing Permits Required.

Deer° Same as out31de except still hunt only.

Small Game Same as outside except beagles permitted January
26- February 29;:. squlrrel dogs permitted January 26-February 8

Raccoon (nghttlme) January 26-February 29
No ATVs. Walk in only.
Horseback Riding: Organized trail rides prohibited. Riding

allowed only on designated roads and trails. Horses and mules are
specifically prohibited during turkey and gun seasons for deer.



Contact Wildlife Division, Region 7 for maps and specific
information.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to establish the
hunting season for Tangipahoa Parish School Board Wildlife
Management Area. A lease agreement was recently completed on the
tracts and as such was not included with the original Notice of
Intent.

Terry D. Denmon - -
Chairman i

The last item by Mr. Tommy Prlckett was‘ ' Declaration of
Emergency - Bobcat Season as Authorized by Act 1248. During. the
recent Legislative Session, action was taken'to establlsh a bobcat
season by the Department. Prior to 1978, bobcats and foxes were an
outlawed quadruped, which allowed them to be hunted 365 days a year N
with no bag limit. In 1978, the bobcat was de51gnated a fur anlmal,¢é¥amn
and the recreational take was suspended. Staff e
historical information on the harvest of bobcats prior.to 1978, the
trapping data from the past 30 years and what the adjoining states
allow. Mr. Prickett recommended that hunters be allowed to take
one bobcat during the open deer season. Scent post surveys were
conducted when there was a high bobcat harvest and there was no
significant change in the visitation of bobcats except in the
Florida Farishes. Since these surveys were suspended, there have
been significant changes in bobcat -habitat. Bobcat populations are
dependent upon prey spe01es and the best habitdt in Louisiana are
bottomland hardwoods. ‘Mr. Prickett also recommended a season limit
of one bobcat for properly licensed deer hunters during the open
deer season. Commissioner Sagrera made a motion to accept the
Department’s recommendation. Commissioner Kelly seconded the
motion. Chairman Denmon then asked for public comments.

‘Mr. Beau Gast, Louisiana Wildlife Rehabilitator’s Association,

stated they take in all:of the 1n3ured or orphaned wildlife in the
state. He-noted his Association.is agains e sroposal with their gafedotal
being no blologlcal data to back up ths
information given by Mr. Prickett ig
rapping data. The -rehabilitators i
bobcats over the-last 10 years. —Gast felt this action was
ot legal as it related to the Administrative Procedure Act.
Another concern by the Association was there 1is no bobcat
management plan in place. Mr. Gast felt there would be an increase
in the numbers of bobcats brought to wildlife rehabilitators, which
are very expensive to rehabilitate. One other problem was a dead
carcass may be left behind since most people do not eat the meat of
bobcats. He asked that accurate biological data be obtained and
have a management plan in place before starting a bobcat season.
Mr. Gast then read several comments he received by e-mail opposing

the bobcat season.




data to support opening a season. He then/went over/the process
the bill went through during the legislativ i On the House
side, it was introduced and passed out of and the House
Floor without much discussion. There ~-Qpfen debate in the
Senate Committee passing with a vote of
no statistical data on population densit ator Butch Gautreaux
voiced those concerns on the Senate Floor and it/ 'was returned to
the Calendar twice since it did not have the vopesvto -pass. The
bill did pass with an amendment and this caused a House Conference
Committee and the fox provision was dropped. Mr. Dorson stated the
Society was in favor of a moratorium until data“is available.

Dr. Mike Chamberlain, LSU Professor,  'stated.  he d1d hlS
doctoral research on bobcats. He did not thlnk ‘the preV1ous
gentlemen were right in that there “has been . no quantltatlve
scientifically based research project conducted 1n Louisiana in the
past few years to justify a harvest rate. But, he noted, there is
a considerable knowledge and literature basexln surrounding states
that documents survival rates of adult and juvenile bobcats. The
harvest limit is quite conservative compared to Mississippi having
an open season with no bag limit. Dr. Chamberlain felt most
hunters would not shoot a bobcat as this would destroy their deer
hunt for that day. With the type of season recommended, there may
be a total harvest of 3,000 to.4,000 per year.

Mr. Prickett added to Dr. Chamberlain’:s ,comments that they
looked at what the adjoining states’ regulations are and Louisiana
has half of the woodland acres that Mississippi has. Staff has
calculated the bobcat harvest may be about 2,000 in this state.
Commissioner Sagrera felt the concept that 250,000 hunters would
kill 250,000 bobcats goes from one extreme to another. From the
comments he has received especially from southwestern marsh areas
which are not bobcat habitat, there have been more sightings of
these animals and he supported .the Department’s recommendation
thinking it was qulte conservative. Commissioner Kelly noted that
when the animals ‘were outlawed/ no great numbers of bobcats were
killed at that time. So he felt the proposal would not wipe out
the bobcat population. Chairman Denmon stated the recommendation
by the Department 1is pretty restrictive. Hearing no further
comments, the motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Declaration of
Emergency 1is made a part of the
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

10



In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
and R.S. 49:967(D) of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under
the authority of R.S. 56:115 and Act 1248 of the 2003 Regular
Legislative Session, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby
adopt the following emergency rule.

Properly licensed big game hunters may take a bobcat during
the open deer hunting season. The season limit on bobcats taken by
recreational deer hunters shall be one. Legal shootlng hours and
methods of take shall be the same as those for deer in each area of
the state. é \

. . R N

This rule shall take effect on  September 13, 200 zh
coincides with the opening of the 2003 archery season.

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman -

Chairman Denmon then asked for Publlc Comment - 2004 Turkey
Season and none were made. o ~ -

. N
,\‘

Mr. Greg Linscombe handled- the next 1tem, a Resolution &

Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2003-2004 Trapping Season. EY%A!L’
Trapping licenses almost doubled from a year ago to about 1
this year due largely to the Coastwide Nutria Contro
Comparative take was up 289,000 animals which wa so directly
related to the Coastwide Nutria Control Pro . Total value of
the harvest was $1.5 million to the€ . s.. . Nutria harvest was
308,160 and the average: for th rs before that was 20,000~
25,000 per year. The average pyi aid went down to $1.40 but was
supplemented by the $4 per tail om the .Control Program. In the
program, there were 342 participants, representing 22 parishes,
that turned in 300,000 tails and received $1.2 million in incentive
payments. Method of take was 63 percent shot with a rifle, 3
percent took the animals with a shotgun and 34 percent trapped the
animals. February was the most active month for tail collections
and December was the least active. Damage surveys flown in May

showed 82,000 acres were impact which is not significantly
different but it would take 2 pr growing seasons to see if the
program works and, to see impRo 5. r. Linscombe dr n

The -

overall 1mprovement “in. the condition of the damaged spots.

only other significant’ change in harvest was with the raccoon
Jumplng from 6,000 to 11,000 even though there was a drop 1n*JmUm
prices. River otter has the most valuable pelt to trappers and
this increased from 2,600 to almost 4,000 with pelt prices going
from $50 to $59. Chairman Denmon asked Mr. Linscombe to read the
Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Chairman
Denmon asked what may trigger lengthening or shortening the season?
Mr. Linscombe stated a request to extend may come from fur buyers
when prices go up and the season would soon close. He also noted
he could not remember ever closing a season before it was time.

11



Commissioner Sagrera made a motion to accept the Resolution and it
was seconded by Commissioner Kelly. The motion passed with no
opposition.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency are made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION N

2003-2004 Fur Trapping Season’
Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Comm;ss;on
August 6, 2003 - =

R.S. 56:259(A) authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to set the open season for the taklng of
nongame quadrupeds and allows the Comm1551on to extend
curtail or prohibit trapping in any area. of the state
each year, and )

R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967 (D) of the Administrative
Procedure Act allows the Commission to use emergency
provisions to set seasons, and

Louisiana has historically lead the nation in the
production of wild fur with value to the trappers as high
as $24 million in some .seasons,” and -

the harvest of this renewable resource is important in
providing supplemental income to citizens of the state
while furnishing an- essential management tool to reduce

- nuisance- wilkdlife- problems, property damage, the impact

of prey species, the incident of density dependent
disease and provide a measure of population health and

~general condition, and

regulated trapping provides the only practical control of
muskrat and nutria populations, an essential part of any
effort to protect or enhance coastal wetlands. The role

“0of such trapping cannot be overstated because of the rate

of wetland loss and the impact that these wetland grazers
are having in southeastern parishes, and

during the 2003-2004 trapping season the department will
continue the Coastwide Nutria Control Program providing
an incentive payment of $4.00 per nutria tail to
participants for up to 400,000 nutria with the objective
of reducing damage to coastal wetlands, and

12



WHEREAS, the increased commercial harvest of beaver can play a
major role in assisting in the reduction of damage to
timber, agriculture, drainage, and wildlife habitat, and

WHEREAS, historical and current information collected by the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries have indicated that
the optimum time frame for the harvest of furbearers is
between November and March each year, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Flsherles Commission
does hereby set the 2003-2004 fur’ harvest. season,
statewide from November 20, 2003fthrough March,31, 2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby grant authority to the Secretary of the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend or shorten the
trapping season in any area of the state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the
2003-2004 fur harvest season 1s attached to and made a
part of this resolutlon e . : :

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman © James H. Jenkins, /Jr.,Secretary

Wildlife and Fisheries Lo Department of Wlldllfe and
Commission B ~  ‘Fisheries-

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY;ff

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance. w1th the prov151ons of R.S. 56:259(A) which
authorizes the Wildlife .and Fisheries Commission to set the open
season for the taking of non-game quadrupeds and allows the
Commission to extend, curtail ‘or prohibit trapping in any area of
the state each year and in accordance with emergency provisions of
R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967 (D) of the Administrative Procedure
Act, which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use
emergency provisions to set seasons, the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does. hereby set the 2003-2004 fur harvest season,
statewide from November 20, 2003,through March 31, 2004. The
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby also authorize the
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend or
shorten the adopted season.

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman

Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season began with Mr. Marty Bourgeois stated Congress
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appropriated $8.7 million to assist Louisiana shrimp industries.
The Governor has approved a plan which charges the Department with
administering the funds. By the end of that day, approximately
6,000 applications would have been mailed explaining the source of
the funds and a certification form. When all of the forms are
returned, the money would then be distributed to the shrimpers.
With respect to the fall inshore shrimp season, Mr. Bourgeois
stated there are multiple size groups present in the current
population. Also a full moon would occur on August. 12 which would
cause high tides. Considering these factors and the relatlvely
short spring season in Zone 2, the Department récommended opening
Zones 2 and 3 at official sunrise on Monday, August 11 and Zone 1
at official sunrise on Monday, August’ 18. > Additionally, staff
recommended closing Zones 2 and 3 at offlclalhsunset‘Decemberxls
and in Zone 1 at official sunset December 31. "The proposed rule
would also give the Secretary authority to close the season if
there is a need to do so and the authority to close or reopen
outside waters 1if significant numbers of small shrimp- appear.
Commissioner Kelly made a motion to accept the dates as presented.
Commissioner Felterman seconded the motion... Chairman. Denmon then
opened the discussion for public cemment.. =~ E

Mr. Marcel Reon, Zone 2, /stated over. the Lkast three weeks
shrimp have been moving out of Grand Isle pass.. He suggested there
should be a way to monitor the shrimp and open the season early
when they are leaving. Mr. Bourgeois commented they have done
different things this year such as Secretary Jenkins authorized an
extension of the spring shrimp season in Zone 2 in a portion of
Timbalier and Terrebonne Bays. But there was a problem with
defining boundaries as well as enforcement,problems.

Mr. John Brown,. commercial flshermen from Zone 2, stated he
was totally against, the extension. Over the last 15 years, the
land has eroded and this- was causing the shrimp to leave the inside
waters sooner. Mr. Brown. also suggested opening the fall season
earlier as well as the sprlng season. He then asked that maybe the
meeting to set the season be held earlier next year. Mr. Bourgeois
stated the consensus of the fishermen, dealers and processors he
has talked to coastwide felt the spring season opened at the right
time. As far as extensions, these areas are monitored very
closely. Speaking again, Mr. John Brown, in his opinion, felt when
you start seeing ‘the.white shrimp it is too late to close the
season 51nce they are very vulnerable.

Mr. Pete Gerlca, Lake Pontchartrain Fisherman’s Association,
stated the Department has done a fine job. What the previous
gentleman was talking about was coastal erosion, commented Mr.
Gerica. He added that there was a need for barriers to hold the
water in. Also Mr. Gerica suggested micromanaging each part of the
three zones.

Hearing no further comments, the motion passed unanimously.
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency are made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

2003 Fall Shrimp Season Opening
adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Comm1881on
August 6, 2003

R.S. ©56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to fix no less than two open shrimp seasons
each calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

R.S. 56:497 provides that shrimp season openings shall be
based on biological and technical data which indicate
that marketable shrimp, in sufflclent quantltles,_are
available for harvest, and

R.S. 56:498 provides that the minimum legal ‘possession
count on saltwater white shrimp.shall average no more
than 100 whole specimens to the pound (100 count per
pound), except during the time period  from October
flfteenth through the third- Monday 1n December when there
shall be no posse881on count and S

historical and current blologlcal sampllng conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and. Fisheries has indicated
that white-shrimp in Shrimp Management Zones 2 and 3 will
average 100 count per pound minimum size or larger by
early August and white shrimp in Shrimp Management Zone
1 will average 100 count per pound minimum size or larger
by mid August, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with public

notification provisions specified in R.S. 56:497, the
‘Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby opens the 2003

fall shrimp season in inside waters in Shrimp Management

‘Zone 1 at official sunrise August 18, 2003 and in Shrimp

Management Zones 2 and 3 at off1c1al sunrise August 11,
2003.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does

hereby le the closing dates for the 2003 Fall Shrimp
Season -in inside waters at official sunset December 16,

2003,1n Zones 2 and 3, and official sunset December 31,

2003;in Zone 1, except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds,
as described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D),
which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m., March 31, 2004.
The Commission also grants authority to the Secretary of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the
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closing dates if biological or technical data indicate
the need to do so or if enforcement problems develop and
to close and reopen all or parts of state outside waters
if significant numbers of small white shrimp are found in
these waters.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 2003
Fall Shrimp Season in Loulsiana state inside waters 1is
attached to and made a part of this reeolution.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Flsherles
Wildlife and Fisheries Comm1881on o

In accordance with the emergency pwaiéidns of 'R.S. 49:953(B)
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedureée. Act which allows
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use. emergency procedures
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which. provides that the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open
seasons each year for all or part of inside waters and shall have
the authority to open or close outside waters,,the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission does hereby set the-2003.:Fall Shrimp Season in
Louisiana waters to open as follows: '

Shrimp Management Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana’s inside
waters from the Mississippi-Louisiana State line to the eastern
shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River, to open at official
sunrise August 18, 2003, and

Shrimp Management Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana’s inside
waters from the eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi
River to the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at
Marsh Island, to open at official sunrise August 11, 2003, and

Shrlmp Managementhone 3, that portion of Louisiana’s inside
waters from the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass
at Marsh Island to the Louisiana-Texas state line, to open at
official sunrise August 11, 2003.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 2003
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season in Zone 2 and Zone 3 at official sunset
December 16, 2003, and Zone 1 at official sunset December 31, 2003j
except in the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as
described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D) which shall remain
open until 6:00 a.m., March 31, 2004. The Commission also grants
authority to the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
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Fisheries to change the closing dates if biological and technical
data indicate the need to do so or if enforcement problems develop
and to close and reopen all or parts of state outside waters if
significant numbers of small white shrimp are found in these
waters.

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman ,

A Declaration of Emergency - Establishment of: a:Designated
Temporary Natural Reef was presented by Mrs. Karen Foote.\ An area
in Little Lake in Lafourche and Jefferson Parlshes no longer has
oyster leases but there is an oyster resource., For someone to fish
this resource, the Commission needed to establish it as an open
ground. Mrs. Foote then asked that the area be established as a
temporary natural reef. The area is less than 100 square miles of
total bottoms. Within a year, Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion
would be operating and at that time this. resource would die. Mrs.
Foote then read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the
Resolution. She added that since this would. be for a short term,
the mltlgatlon,requlrementsgggibeen>exempted “.Commissioner Mouton
made a motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded by

Commissioner Kelly. The motion’ passed with 'no opposition.

{The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency are made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
ESTABLISHMENT ‘OF DESIGNATED TEMPORARY NATURAL REEF
August 6, 2003 .
WHEREAS,. - R.S. 56 6(12) prov1des that the Commission shall, through
' its Secretary, improve,. enlarge, and protect the natural
oyster reefs of>this state as conditions may warrant, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Department may designate
from which natural reefs oysters may be fished, and

WHEREAS, ‘oyster_leases:were purchased or relocated pursuant to
‘ R.S. 56:432.1. in a portion of Little Lake and nearby
waterbottoms in Jefferson and Lafourche Parishes, and

WHEREAS, the waterbettoms in that portion of Little Lake and
vicinity 'in Jefferson and Lafourche Parishes have been
reported to contain oysters of harvestable size and
quantity, and

WHEREAS, due to the anticipated operation of the Davis Pond
Freshwater Diversion structure, the oyster resource in
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this area is in imminent peril of being irretrievably
lost.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries establish a
designated temporary natural reef in the waterbottoms of
Little Lake and vicinity - Jefferson and Lafourche
Parishes in the area described in the attached
Declaration of Emergency which is attached to and made a
part of this resolution, and : :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary
steps on behalf of the Commission to effectuate this
Declaration of Emergency, including but not limited to
the preparatlon of reports and correspondence to other
agencies of government. : .

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman James‘H Jenklns['Jr.,Secretary

Wildlife and Fisheries Department\of Wlldllfe and

Commission - Flsherles o .
DECLARATION:OF?EMERGENGY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with-emergency. prov131ons of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and in accordance with R.S. 56:6(12)
and R.S. 56:433, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries declare and designate those
waterbottoms of Little Lake and vicinity in Jefferson and Lafourche
Parishes more specifically described below to be a designated
temporary natural reef.

- The oyster resource located on this designated reef may be
irretrievably lost due to the anticipated operation of the Davis
Pond Freshwater Diversion structure, which poses imminent peril to
the welfare of. the people of the state as a result of the permanent
and 1rreplaceable 21loss of this natural resource and the resulting
loss of economic benefit to the oyster industry. Inasmuch as the
Davis Pond Freshwater - 'Diversion is anticipated to resume normal
operations within. 12 months, standard rulemaking procedures and
timeframes would leave little, if any, time for an orderly and
efficient harvest of this resource. Therefore, the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
do hereby declare the waterbottoms of Little Lake and vicinity in
Jefferson and Lafourche parishes as described below a designated
temporary natural reef:
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Beginning at the point on the western bank of the Barataria
Waterway, latitude of 29° 34’ 40" North, longitude 90° 03' 35.070"
West; thence southerly along the western bank of the Barataria
Waterway to a point, latitude 29° 30' 27.226" North, longitude 90°
01' 25.438" West; thence southwesterly to a point, latitude 29° 26'
37.361" North, longitude 90° 07' 26.119" West; thence northwesterly
to a point, latitude 29° 28' 50.000" North, longitude 950° 11'
40.000" West; thence North to a point, latitude 29° 34' 40.000"
North, longitude 90° 11' 40.000" West; thence East to the point of
beginning. : o

All statutes, regulations, and pollcles pertalnlng to the use
of public oyster grounds will be in forcé in this> stemporary. natural
reef with the exception of any additional: mrtlgatlon requlrements
levied from time to time for construction, oil“and gas exploratlon,
or pipeline construction activities.

This Declaration of Emergency will become effective on
September 3, 2003, and shall remain in' effect for the maximum
period allowed under the Administrative Procedure Act or until
revocation by the Commission and the Department.

Terry D. Denmon
.Chairman -~ -

Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003-04 Oyster Season
on Public Oyster Grounds, Seed Reservations & Tonging Areas began
with Mr. Marty Bourgeois introducing Mr. Patrick Banks. Mr. Banks
is the biologist that has worked very closely in the oyster
management program and has compiled the annual stock assessment
report. Chairman Denmon welcomed Mr. Banks and told him the floor
was his. Mr. Banks went straight into stating the Department’s
recommendations for the 2003-04 oyster season on the public
grounds. A copy of the stock assessment report, completed in July,
was -‘given to . the Comm1551oners Bay Gardene Oyster Seed
Reservation and Little Lake" ‘Designated Temporary Natural Reef would
open September 3, 2003,and close -Bpril 1, 2004; other areas east of
the Mississippi River, Lake Borgne and the Sacking only area and
the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed Reservation would open on September
10, 2003land run through:April 1, 2004; dates for the north end of
Bay Junop Oyster 'Seed Reservation would be September 10, 2003y

through September 16, 2003; Sister Lake Oys¥ Seed Reservation
would open for seed only on September 10, 200 d close September

21, 2003; and then for seed and ing in SisEeYr Lake, the season
would run from September 22, 2q§§zz§rough November 30, 2003; and
the Ca ieu Lake Public Tongin a season would go from October
15, 2Q03y)through April 30, 2004. Mr. Banks then read a portion of
the heréfore Be It Resolved included on the Resolution.
Commissioner Mouton made a motion to accept the Department’s

recommendations. Commissioner Felterman seconded the motion. The
Chairman then asked for public comments.
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Mr. Dennis Pixton, member of the Louisiana Oyster Task Force
and oyster farmer and harvester, stated the Task Force asked that
the Bay Gardene and Little Lake areas open on September 10 and that
the Vermilion/Cote Blanche/Atchafalaya Bays area open on September
3. The concern with Bay Gardene was the fact it was the only
primary area east of the River to open and it is such a small area.
Also Mr. Pixton noted this area has not been favorable and has been
infested with mussels in the past. He concluded by asking that the
Task Force’s recommendations be considered by the Commission.

Mr. Joe Colletti, Sr. stated he looked at’ the statement on
opening Sister Lake for seed only and wanted, to know why that could
not be made into a seed and sack area.. When 200 to 300 boats get
in that area, there is no such thing as seed, .the fishermen take
everything that is on that area. What some boats do was they take
the seed, move it and then a week later they will sack those
oysters. Mr. Colletti then mentioned a Texas man was coming with
15 boats to move seed from the area and they are not even allowed
to work the area. He then asked the Commission to help them and
get the area open tg seed and sacking. Mr. Banks stated the most
boats counted on ofg_n g day in Sister Lake was 70 and staff feels
the lake can hand{efl) this many boats. After the seed season, there
will be an opport y to sack oysters. .The“example spoken by Mr.
Colletti does occur and enforcément will try to curb,.this as much
as p0551b1e Staff feels, based on the stock aSsessment, the seed
season in Sister Lake w1ll benefit the resource.:@ In response to
Mr. Pixton’s comments on Bay Gardene, Mr: Banks noted this is a
small area but there was a need for these reefs to be worked by
dredges in order to help that resource. Also, since Bay Gardene 1is
a seed reservation, they are trying to push the industry to use the
area to bring up seeds to be place on their grounds.

Mr. Angelev Collins stated what Mr. Banks just said about
working the reefs would benefit only certain people. At least 60
percent of the oysters in. Houma area could be picked up and sold
that day.

Mr. Travis Simon, an oysterfisherman, stated he agreed with
what Mr. Collins and Mr. Colletti said. 1If the reefs are opened
for seed oysters, those big boats will come in and take all of the
seed oysters and put them on their bedding grounds. When those
boats finish working ‘the area, Mr. Simon felt there would not even
be enough oysters to eat.

Mr. Joe Colletti, Sr., commented that the only thing that will
be sacked after the seed only season would be dirt, mud and gravel.
He felt there would not just be 70 boats in Sister Lake, but rather
100-125 boats and 50-75 of those would be from Texas. When an area
is opened in his area, it will take 3-4 years to get it back to its
original shape once the Texas boats get finished. Mr. Colletti
then talked about the labor on the Texas boats being all Mexicans.
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He again asked that they be allowed to go into the area and sack
the oysters.

Mr. Travis Simon stated he used to get $2 to $3 a sack for the
oysters when he worked as a deckhand. Now the Texas boats are
paying the Mexicans 75 cents to a $1 per sack. Mr. Simon also
asked the Commission to help them.

Commissioner Sagrera asked if there are any restrictions on
out-of-state boaters harvesting seed in Louisiana waters or the
amount they can take? Mr. Banks stated they would need an out-of-
state license but are not limited on the- amount they can take.
Comm1551oner Felterman asked if the Sister Lake area was opened for
g, would it create a biological problem°\ Mr. Banks felt

con may be in overharvesting the resource. :Comments also
re J&K?égggkhat the area was opened too early for sacking while

aving a“¥eter opening would produce a better yield. The resource
in the Lake can handle a compromise opeding earller for seeds’. .and
later to have a better yield. Also noted by Mr. -Banks was the
Resolution authorizes the Secretary to open:and close areas as data
determines. Even with Sister Lake not opening for sacking until
September 22, there were other areas that could be worked before
that time. Chalrman Denmon asked if the Department ‘has a way to
determine the number of out-of-state versus in-state-boats that are
working an area? Mr. Banks explained that durlng a season, staff
goes and make boarding reports and can -make it available to the
Commission. Chairman Denmon noted the.out-of-state boaters maybe
an issue that should be looked into. Commissioner Sagrera also
suggested finding a legal way to maintain control of the resource
for local fishe .. Mr. Banks knew the only control available now
was the in st for an out-of-state license. Commissioner
an aske at happens to seed oysters during sack season?
r. Banks stated those seed oysters less than 3 inches would be
culled and placed back on the reef

Mr. Angelev Colllns staﬁed the fishermen are taking the seed
oysters and putting them on their own reefs.

Mr. Patrick Collins commented the north side of Bay Junop has
no oysters, there was a reef there maybe as big as the Louisiana
Room. After the fishermen take seed from Sister Lake for 12 days,
the only oyster left would be the undersized oysters for which they
would be ticketed.:

Commissioner Kelly asked what are the percentages on the reefs
for seed versus harvestable sack oysters? Mr. Banks quoting from
the stock assessment report showed seed was up in Sister Lake
compared to last year but sack availability from last year was down
from the previous vyear. The ratio for this year was a little
better than 1:1 sack to seed. Commissioner Kelly asked if a
fisherman was sacking oysters, would he be allowed to have seed
oyster on his boat as well? Mr. Banks stated there is a 3 inch
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minimum size for sack oysters. Commissioner Kelly and Mr. Banks

felt from what they have heard, there may be an enforgément issue
involved. Commissgjoner Stone asked if both seed ;ﬁi)sack oysters

could be on a bo Mr. Banks answered no, you can t have a sack
on your boagr" Mr. Bourgeois stated that during the proposed seed
only Son in Sister Lake there would be no restrictions on having
s on a boat. This means that a fisherman could not possess
sacked oysters onboard a vessel while on Sister Lake. Again
& Commissioner Kelly thought this would become an enforcement issue
and asked when a fisherman is seeding d has both seed and sack
W oysters onboard a boat, is he ille Mr. Bourgeois .stated a
fisherman could take both sack seed” size oysters during the

seed only season for beddi purposes -only." Comm1551oner Kelly

aves the restrlcted area, “can- he
Major LaCaze stated technlcally
those oysters" regardless of where
then you have the enforcement issue of
oat under observation from the time ‘he
s in the seed only area to the point where he
e oysters. Major LaCaze noted this was not a
Sibility for enforcement. Commissioner Kelly agreed
uld put a major effort on enforcement to have to monitor
uation. Commissioner Felterman asked, if you are in a sack
can a fisherman keep the seed oysters? - Mr. Bourgeois
. ¥ have to measure a
ermanfasked if the season
ended the season be shorter if it

~Bourgeols answered- yes. Compgrrs,sion -
3 the. cost for an out-of-state llcen%§j§}Y7§iE?——»
pay four times the price of a Louisiana“résident

Felterman asked 1f there wag8 change, could a staff
: Bourgeois stated a
Sigter Lake

they would not able to s
the oysters/t//i place.

minimum of
was change

d seed with dates being asjstafed by Mr. Bourgeois, September 10
to November 18. " Commissioner-Kelly seconded the substitute motion.
The substitute motion passed with no opposition. s

(The full text of the Resolution and
Declaration of Emergency are made a
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
2003/2004 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
August 6, 2003

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds

may be fished starting on the first Wednesday following
Labor Day which in 2003 is September 3, and
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds,
Seed Reservations, and Tonging Areas” have been surveyed
and the available supply and size variation has been
determined, and

R.S. 56:433(B.2) mandates a sacking only area on the
Public Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes, and

the Commission has considered the recommeﬁdations of the
Louisiana Oyster Task Force as provided for. in R.S.
56:433(B.1),

BE IT RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the following
areas will open one-half hour before sunrise on September
3, 2003) and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds
not currently under lease located in the Bay. Gardene
Oyster Seed Reservation and the designated temporary
natural reef in Little Lake and v101n1ty, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 'oystervseason‘ln themfollowing

areas will open one-half hour before sunrise -on September
10, 2003) and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the primary public seed grounds east of
the Mississippi River bordered on the north by the
Louisiana/Mississippi state line and on the south by the
Mississippi River and North Pass 1nclud1ng that portion
of Lake Borgne as: descrlbed in LAC 76:VII.513, the
sacking only area of the public grounds whlch is
generally Lake Fortuna and Lake’ Machias to a line from
Mozambique: Point to Point Gardner to Grace Point at the
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and the Hackberry Bay
Oyster Seed Reservation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the Bay Junop

Public Oyster Seed Reservation will open one-half hour

‘before sunrise on September 15, 2003)and will close one-

half hour after sunset on September 21, 2003 ,in the
northern ‘portion of the bay only as determined by the
traditional November/February Department of Health and
Hospital seasonal classification line which begins on the

- eastern shoreline of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 14’ 03” N,

longitude .91° 02’ 37” W and follows a westerly line to
the western shoreline of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 13‘
40” N, longltude 91° 03’ 31" W, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the Sister

(Caillou) Lake Public Oyster Seed Reservation will open
for harvest of seed and sack oysters one-half hour before
sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-half hour
after sunset on November 18, 2003, and
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BE

BE

BE

BE

BE

BE

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that under the authority of R.S. 56:435.1
the season for the Calcasieu Lake public tonging area
will open one-half hour before sunrise on October 15,
2003)and will remain open until one-half hour after
sunset on April 30, 2004. However, these conservation
actions will not supercede public health closures, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following areas will remain closed
for the 2003/2004 oyster season: the Public Oyster Seed
Grounds located in portions of Lake Mechant, Lake
Tambour, Lake Chien, Lake Fellclty,f Deep Lake, and
Barataria Bay (as described in. LAC 76:VII.517), the
Atchafalaya -Vermilion Bay Public Oyster Seed Grounds as
described in LAC 76:VII.507 and 509 .and the Sabine Lake
Public Tonging Area, and ' '

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to. take emergency
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring or to delay the season or close areas where
significant spat catch has occurred with good probability
of survival, or where it is “found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, or if
enforcement problems are encountered, and.

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries 1is authorized to take emexgency
action to reopen areas prev1ously closed if the threat to
the resource 'has ended or may open areas if substantial
oyster resources are located and

IT FURTHERWRESOLVED; that “the notlce of any opening, delaying,
L or closing of a season will be made by public notice at
- least 72 hours prior to such action.

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the
2003/2004 oyster season on the Public Oyster Grounds,
Reservations, and Tonging Areas is attached to and made
part of this resolution.

Terry D. Denmen, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967 (D), and under
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the authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1 notice 1is hereby
given that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby
declares:

The oyster season in the following areas will open one-half
hour before sunrise on September 3, 2003jyand will close one-half
hour after sunset on April 1, 2004: the Louisiana Public Oyster
Seed Grounds not currently under lease located in ‘the Bay Gardene
Oyster Seed Reservation and the designated temporary natural reef
in Little Lake and vicinity.

The oyster season in the follow1ng areas w1ll open one-half
hour before sunrise on September 10, 2003jand close one-half hour
after sunset on April 1, 2004: the prlmary/publlc seed grounds
east of the Mississippi River bordered on the’ north by the
Louisiana/Mississippi state 1line and: on +the south by the
Mississippi River and North Pass including that portion of Lake
Borgne as described in LAC 76:VII.513, the sacking only area of the
public grounds which is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to
a line from Mozambigue Point to Point Gardner to Grace Point at the
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed
Reservation. B S ; .

The oyster season 1in the ,Bay " Junop Publlc Oyster Seed
Reservation will open one- halthour/before sunrise on September 3,
2003yand will close one- -half. hour dfter - sunset on’September 9, 2003)
in the northern portion of the bay only as., determined by the
traditional November/February Department of Health and Hospital
seasonal classification line which begins on the eastern shoreline
of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 14’ 03” N, longitude 91° 02’ 37” W and
follows a westerly line to the western shoreline at latitude 29°
137 40” N, longitude 91° 03’ 31" W.

‘The oyster season- in-the Sister (Caillou) Lake Public Oyster
Seed Reservation will Open:for harvest of seed and sack. oysters
one-half hour before sunrise™on, ‘September 10, 2003)and close one-
half hour "after sunset on Novenber 18, 2003.

The season for ‘the Calcasieu Lake public tonging area will
open one-half hour before sunrise on October 15, 2003)and will
remain open until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 2004.
However, these conservation actions will not supercede public
health closures.

The following areas will remain closed for the 2003/2004
oyster season: ‘the Public Oyster Seed Grounds located in portions
of Lake Mechant, Lake Tambour, Lake Chien, Lake Felicity, Deep
Lake, and Barataria Bay (as described in LAC 76:VII.517), the
Atchafalaya-Vermilion Bay Public Oyster Seed Grounds as described
in LAC 76:VII.507 and 509, and the Sabine Lake Public Tonging Area.
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The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take emergency action as necessary to close areas if
oyster mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it 1is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, or if enforcement
problems are encountered.

The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to reopen
areas previously closed if the threat to the resource has ended, or
may open areas if substantial oyster resources are located.

Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season will be
made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such action.

o

Terry D.. Denmon
Chairman

Mr. Vince Guillory discussed the item, a Notice of Intent -
Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program. Act 48.0f the 2003 Legislative
Session gave the Commission authorlty to establlsh a ‘program to
remove abandoned crab traps in Louisiana.* This leglslétlon was
similar to those implemented in. Texas and Mississippi.: Before the
program can be established, the beginning and‘ending.dates of the
closure area, the geographic area of the trap closure, who would be
allowed to remove the traps and the locations for the traps to be
disposed, needed to be settled. ,Two times per year are when the
closures will be conducted, these are a ‘16 consecutive day period
between February 1 and March 31 and a 14 consecutive day period
which would include opening day of the spring shrimp season. The
recommendations by the Department use a c¢onservative approach and
have tried to balance the different user groups. Mr. Guillory also
mentioned the Crab-Task Force endorsed the program and approved it
unanimously at their last meeting. The Department will coordinate

the trap removal efforts but it would be volunteered based. Thg
winter clg e Xecommendation ‘or 6 a.m., February 28, 2
U = 19(8

March - 14, -2Q in the upper Terrebonne
Timbalijer : tuaries which \erfcompasses 182,000 acres. The
' S mas proposed for a portion of Vermlllon and West
3, encompassing 58,000 acres. There are two time
&n at 6 a.m. five days prior to the opening sprlng
inshore séason and end at 6 a.m. nine days following that opening
date; of/2) if a five day notice cannot be implemented, the closure
would begin at 6 a.m. on the openlng day of the 2004 spring inshore
shrimp season and end at 6 a.m. nine days following that opening
date. Any traps, in the waters during these closure days would be
considered abandoned and could be picked up and transported by
anyone. Other restrictions imposed included: all traps removed
would be transported to sites designated by the Secretary; no traps
taken from the closed area can be retained outside the closed area;
and for the winter closure only, traps may be removed from one-half
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half hour after sunset. Chairman Denmon
ion was similar to what the Committee of
the Commissiop—~Jecide Mr. Guillory answered yes. Commissioner
Felterman asj if aderviceable, useable trap had to go to the
disposal sitfe Again, Mr. Guillory answered yes. Commissioner
Kelly asked the dispozzj?sites would pose an economic hardship

hour before sunrise to
asked if this recomme

on those pfansporting the Mr. Guillory stated there are plans in
Vermiljidn Bay to have di sal sites on land and to have a barge
near Marsh Island. Commissioner Kelly commented there needs to be
sopéthing done but felt the way the rule was writtenscould cause a
bArdship. Another problem concerning Commissioner Kelly was the
location of the area to be closed for the spring: closure. The bulk
of the shrimp caught in the spring shrimp season are caught west of
the closure line and not east of the closure line. If the east
side of the line was closed and crabbers moved-their traps into the
western portion with all of the shrimpers, there may be a conflict
between the crabber and shrimper. Commissioner Kelly realized
there was no fix for everyone with this. proposal.. He also noted
the area to remain open could have as many.as 150-200.boats whereas
the area to be closed would only have 25-30._ He suggested maybe
reversing that line if freshwater was in the area at the time of
the season. Commissioner Stone stated the Committee worked hard to
make this fair for everyone. He also noted they copied a lot of
the regulations Texas and Mississippi have in place. Commissioner
Stone felt there was no fair way to do this but hoped it would
benefit the shrimper by gettlng the abandoned traps out of the
water. He suggested trying the program as. recommended and then
modify the rule as needed. Commissionér Kelly asked that the
closure line be flip flopped such that the trap removal would be in
the area where there .was the most shrimp. -Commissioner Mouton felt
Commissioner Kelly ‘was right and also asked that the closure be

flipped to where the shrlmpers would be. Commissioner Sagrera
stated there would be a public outcry if all of the crab traps were
piled on the west side of Vermilion Bay. Commissioner Stone

contended that one day this area would have to close. Commissioner
Kelly again suggested having the flexibility of moving the closed
area from one side of the line to the other depending on where the
shrimp are. Commissioner Stone did not think flip flopping on a
weekly basis would give enough notice to the crabbers to move

traps. Mrs. Foote asked if there was an interes
this time, the closed area to western Vermilion B Commissioner
Sagrera felt this would be palatable to those shr\ypgers involved.
Commissioner Stone did not think the impact would be any different
if the closure was the way recommended and changed the next year.
Mrs. Foote wanted to make a successful “first time out of the
blocks” and be. able to make it through the Oversight Committee.
She then added that if the Commission wanted to alter the area,
staff could write it for their consideration. Commissioner Kelly
asked about giving the Secretary authority to close an area where
the shrimp are so the fishermen could get the most benefit. Mrs.

Foote noted the legislation stated the Commission shall designate
areas and thought this meant setting the geographic boundaries.
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During the next regular session, Mrs. Foote suggested having the
legislation changed. Commissioner Stone hoped giving a set date
and staying with it would be more palatable for those volunteers
helping out.

Secretary Jenkins asked Mr. Puckett, in order for the
Commission to comply with the law, would the Commission be able to
nay two areas and then the Secretary could decide which one to
s Mr. Puckett expressed the desire to look at-the law before
cgnmenting. Secretary Jenkins then recommended the Commission set
£t up that way subject to a review by the Legal Counsel.
Commissioner Felterman asked why ca person not retain a trap
especially if it is a serviceable tra Gulllory stated staff
decided it would be best to have S l traps brought back for
disposal whether it was serviceadle or not. Commissioner Mouton
made a motion, based on a rewtéw by Legal, to accept the Notice of
Intent and to include e two separate areas and delegating
Secretarial authogi choose the area to be ' closed.
Commissioner Stome seconded the motion adding that language should
read that whatever was not closed one year. would be closed the
next. - T ‘ '

Mr. Joe Macaluso stated 1t seemed that the Comm1551on was
arguing two different issues. He suggested making the proposal 2
rules and vote on the winter iclosure-now and then come back next
month and handle the spring closure. .

Mrs. Foote agreed with Mr. Macaluso but. since the Crab Task
Force endorsed the package, they presented it as one so it would
only have to go to the Legislative, Over51ght Committee one time.

Mr. Joe_Collett;h Sr., stated he was one of the largest crab

dealers in south Louisiana. With there being 30 commercial
crabbers at his dock, it was a possibility of having 25,000 to
30,000 traps. He did not hear .any talk about the method of

disposing all of the traps. Mr. Colletti then suggested coming up
with a system to smash the traps and help with cgasdjal erosion.
Chairman Denmon asked if a method had been discusss Plr. Guillory
stated a federal project would help fund the progkswm? There will
be dumpsters placed in the inland sites and spm@one contracted to
bring the traps to landfills. With the bgede, the traps would be
loaded to capacity, and then the barge”would be transported to
shore and someone contracted to propetly dispose of them.

Hearing no further commefits, the motion passed with no
opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Notice of Intent is made a part of
the record.)

RESOLUTION
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

ABANDONED CRAB TRAP REMOVAL PROGRAM
August 6, 2003

Act 48 (R.S. 56:332) of the 2003 Regular Legislative
Session authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
to establish a program for the removal of abandoned crab
traps from state-owned lake and river beds and other
water bottoms of the state, and

R.S. 56:332 authorizes the Wildlife and ‘Fisheries
Commission to provide for a prohlbltlon on the use of
crab traps and for the removal of abandoned traps and
their disposal, and ; -
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall specify the
beginning and ending dates for the prohibition on the use
of crab traps, shall specify the geographical area within
which the use of crab traps shall be prohibited, shall
specify who is authorized to remove the abandoned traps,
now . T ~

BE IT RESOLVED, that the=’WiIdlifé' and ' Fisheries
Commission does hereby adopt a notice .of intent to
implement a rule for- an abandoned crab trap removal
program and for two crab trap closures which is attached
to and made a part of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

does hereby promulgate a notice of intent which describes
the abandoned crabitrap removal _program which will become
effectlve upon promulgatlon

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the “Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

authorizes the" Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries to -designate the locations where removed
and abandoned traps. are to be placed for disposal.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries'is authorized to take any and all necessary
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule,

.including, but not limited to, the filing of the family

and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary

Wildlife and Fisheries

Department of Wildlife and

Commission Fisheries
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NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice
of its intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.367, which provides
for an abandoned crab trap removal program. Authority to establish
these regulations is vested in the Commission by *R.S. 56:332(M).
Said rule is attached and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76 -
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery
§367. Removal of Abandoned Crab Traps

A. The use of crab traps shall be" prohlblted for a 16-day
period from 6:00 a.m., February 28, 2004 through 6:00. a.m. March
14, 2004,within that portion of Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes
as described below: < . , N

S

Pointe-aux-Chenes Wlldllfe Management ‘Area at the South Lafourche
Hurricane Protection Levee, thence west along the southern boundary
of the Pointe-aux-Chenes Wildlife Management Area to the Humble
Canal, thence west along. the.northern, shoreline of Humble Canal to
its intersection with Bayou" Terrebonne, thence south along the
western shoreline- of Bayou Terrebonne to its intersection with Bush
Canal, thence west along the northern shoreline of Bush Canal to
its intersection with Bayou Little Caillou, thence north along the
eastern shoreline of Bayou Little Caillou to the Gulf South/South
Coast Natural Gas Pipeline in Chauvin, thence northwest along the
Gulf South/South Coast Natural Gas Pipeline to LA Highway 57,
thence south and then southeast along LA Highway 57 to its
intersection with LA Highway 56, thence south along LA Highway 56
to Latitude 29°L7700” N, thence east along Latitude 29°17'00” N to
LA Highway 1, thence .north along LA Highway 1 to the South
Lafourche: Hurricane Protection Levee, thence north along the South
Lafourche -‘Hurricane” Protection Levee and terminating at the
southern boundary ‘of the Pointe-aux-Chenes Wildlife Management
Area.

B. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited in a portion of
Vermilion Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay as described
later for a l4-day period beginning at 6:00 a.m. five days prior to
the opening of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion
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Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay and ending at 6:00 a.m.
nine days following the opening of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp
season in Vermilion Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay. In
the event that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission approves
opening the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion Bay or
Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay before a five-day minimum
notice can be provided for the crab trap closure, then the use of
crab traps shall be prohibited for a nine-day period beginning at
6:00 a.m. on the opening of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season
in Vermilion Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote Blanche Bay and ending
at ©6:00 a.m. nine days following the opening of the 2004 Spring
inshore shrimp season in Vermilion Bay or Vermilion Bay/West Cote
Blanche Bay. The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission authorizes the
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to prohibit
the use of crab traps within one of the following areas based upon
environmental and biological conditionS' .

1. From a point orlglnatlng " from the 1ntersect10n of
the Acadiana Navigational Channel and the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway, thence southwest along the Acadiana Navigational Channel
red buoy line to the red navigational marker number 12 on the Marsh
Island shoreline near Southwest Pass, thence' south along the
eastern shore of Southwest Pass to a p051tlon which intersects the
inside/outside shrimp line as.defined in R.S. 56:495, thence west
along the inside/outside shrlmp line - to -the “western shore of
Freshwater Bayou, thence. north “along- the western shore of
Freshwater Bayou to its 1ntersectlon with the /Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway, thence east along the northern- shore of the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway to. the intersection of; the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway and the eastern shore of the -Acadiana Navigational
Channel. : '

2. From a point originating from Cypremort Point on
Vermilion Bay, thence north along the shoreline of Vermilion Bay to
its intersection with the Acadiana Navigational Channel, thence
southwest along the Acadiana Navigational Channel red buoy line to
the red navigational marker number 12 on the Marsh Island shoreline
near Southwest Pass, thence east along the shoreline of Marsh
Island to Longitude -91°47/00” W, thence north along Longitude
91°47700” W to the shoreline of West Cote Blanche Bay, thence west
along the northern .shoreline of West Cote Blanche Bay and
terminating at Cypremort Point.

C. All crab traps remaining in the closed areas during the
specified periods shall be considered abandoned. For the winter
closure only, crab traps may be removed only between one-half
before sunrise t6 one-half hour after sunset. Anyone is authorized
to remove these abandoned crab traps from within the closed areas.
All traps removed shall be transported to disposal sites designated
by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. No person removing
traps from the designated closed areas shall retain these traps
outside of the closed areas.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:332(M).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, and Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 29:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the family
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notiée of intent
and final rule and the preparation of reports and’ correspondence to
other agencies of government. ' o <

Interested persons may submit written comments relativeé to the
proposed rule to Martin Bourgeois, Marine Fisheries Programs
Manager, Marine Fisheries Division, P.0O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, La
70898-9000, prior to Friday, October 3,\2003 ’ - - .

In accordance with Act No. 1183 of: 1999, the’Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding
Notice of Intent. This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B)

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman

The Commissioners agreed to hold the: December 2003 Meeting on
Thursday, December 4,. 2003)beg1nn1ng at 10 00 a.m. at the Baton
Rouge Headquarters "

Chairman Denmon then asked for Publlc Comments and none were
heard.

There being no further business, Commissioner Kelly made a

motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner
Felterman.

/

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

JHJ : sch

32



.By JOE MACALUSO
Advocale ouldoors writef %

Buoyed by increasing breeding counts on
mostly wetter northern U.S. and Canadian
nesting areas, Louisiana hunters will have
another 60-day, six-ducks-per-day season.

That was confirmed Wednesday when the
Lovisiana”  Wildlife  and  Fisheries
Commission, acting on'recommendation by .
Deparlment of Wildlife and Fisheries biolo-
gists, 'set the length of seasons and liberal
hunting limits for the state’s East and West-
20nes.

West hupters wﬂ! gel f"u'st crack: Their
season opens Nov. 8. The East Zone will open
Nov. 15. Each zone has two splits with the
West Zone Funning its 60-day course Jan. 18,
2004, while the ‘East.Zone hunters will be
allowed to take ducks through Jan. 25, 2004,

_ There is a 12 day layoff and a Dec. lJ sec—
ond-split opener in both zones.

Vor the third year, the state's \West éone
will take on alt Ihe coastal parishes south of
Us.90. - -

The only downsme in- the duck hunting
framework - issued .by the U.S. Fish and’
Wildlife Service are restricted 30-day, one-
per-day seasons for Plnlaﬂ and canvasback.
The two species showed increases from 2003
numbers - pmtaﬂ numbers were up 43 per-
cent in one year -~ but are below the long-
term averages-established by the USFWS.
froni'1955-2002. .

“*It's the seventh year: nf the liberal (60-day,
6-duck) regulations,” State Waterfow] Study

leader Robert Helm told the commission.
“However, inside the 60-day season are two
30-day seasons within the $easan {pintail and
canvasback) and thal s never happened
before.. - 7.

“While the outlook is good,”" Helm comm-
ued, “we have to caution that all the.good
news about, ducks does not necessarily. .

_equate into better hunting. We're cautiously,..
“optimistic_for louisiana hunters, but there

. arealot of factors that will influence our sea- - 5
. LDWF pilot Gene Rackel were recogmzed by sz

son; rainfall here and Lhe severlly of the win-
ter up'north.”. .

‘The reason for the hberal dates and limits
comes after surveys-by U.S. and Canadian
biologists showed pond counts in May, num-
bered at 5.19 million were up 91 percent
from 2002, and that .overall duck numbers
were up 16 percent — 31.181 million in 2002 -
to 36.225 mlfion this year — and that num-
bers of breeding matlards jumped from 7.5
million to 7.9 miltion. - -

A3l percenl increase in bluewing teal and
a 1§ percent jump in gleenwmg teal were
reasons for an increase from a nine-day spe-
cidl September teal season to a lﬁday season

_this year.

_“If the weather cooperales, we shou]d have i
a jam-up season,” Helm said.

. The LWFC also approved an 86—day

La. hunters

‘factors that will influencé our

-blue, snow and Ross' geese that will- take
Louisiana wild " waterfowlers season into

lier opener for the East Zone duck:season's

“discussion‘at its.Sept. 4 meeting.

5,

-ar.:.u-u ‘~-

E€we're - . cautiously- |
optimistic - fo_r Lou1ssana
hunters, but there are a lot.of.

séason,.rainfall ‘hére and the - [;
severity . of the wmter up
north. ,, -
o — Roberl Helm,
State Walerfowl Study Ieader

statewide, all-species goose season. a nine-
day season for Canada geese and a two-split,
42-day total Conservation Ordér season. for

March.
" “The LWFC's vote on 1 the duck season \Oa .‘»
1. With Lafayelte s Bill Busbice absent,-the
only “nay” came from commission chalrman
Terry Denmon, who proposed a one-weck ear-

second split, which would have ended th
duck season on Jan: 18 in both zones. Denmon
reacted to.a plea froi north-Loujsiana
hunters for the earlier close, but the proposa.li'
failed for the lack of a second t6 his motion. . |'N
M OTHER ITEMS: The LWEC- spent as
much as 20 minute$ trying: \Vlanglmg with
problems in the new Abd.ndoned Crab 'I\'ap-
Removal Program. .
The plan for a Feb 28-March- 14 "004
removal in Lafourche and Terrebonne par-’
ishes’ was OK, but ‘commission .member
Thomas Kelly wanled the aestern half of
Vermilion' Bay set ' for the first- 14-day -
removal plan in that area- -when the spring”
.inshore shrimp season begins in 2004. The
LWFC appmved the plan, but will hold ‘ open

« Enforcement Capt: Brian Clark and

the Office of Risk Managemem for rescuing -
a 75-yearold hunter in the Biloxi Wlldhfe' :
Management Area last year. . - '

« Three hunters names, were drawn fror
envelopes and named winners.of state Wild
Turkey Federation chapter-donated shot-
guns. The hunters participated. in the this |,
year's turkey harves( check at stations
around the state. : R

They are Nolan Bounds from Washmglon :
Parish, David-Dillon from Angie .md Clmt .
Slephenson from Dubach. . - T

« Enforcement agents 1ssucd 1706 cna~
tions and handed out 192 warnings, most for
boating and fishing: -license violations; i
-state during July.: ¢ -

* And, the LWFC set its

get another Ilberal season

for:Dec. 4 m Baton Rouge

The Loutstan.s thdh[‘e and
Fisheries Commission’s - agenda
was filled with semng seasons,
Wednesday

Besides ducks'and geese, the'r

commission acted . on State
Legislature mandates to' open a
bobcat season’and also set the fall
inshore shrimp, trapping and sea-

sons for taking oysters from public -

grounds, see ’reservations and
tonging areas.. ...

« Setting a bobcat season came
over the objections of -the Louisi-
ana Wildlife Rehabilitators Asso-
ciation and the' Humane Society.
LWRA spokesman Beau Gast said
opening. a season could lead to as
many ‘as 250,000 bobcats being
taken during the upcoming season.

The - LW}- C-approved plan al-

lowed a llcensed deer humer to

season.. -
LSU w11dllfe professor Mlke

Chamberlain said his doctoral re- .
* Linscombé said‘the 200203 Nutria
‘Control ngnamworked ‘and trap- -

‘search was on bobcats and said

Louisiana’s new season is-far more

restrictive than Mississippi's open,
no-bag-limit season on bobcats and

“.from this type of- season, it's *

most likely to end up...with 3,000 to
4,000 bobcats being taken a year.”

" The fall inshore shrimp-season
will open, at sunrise Aug:;1l ‘in
Zones 2 and 3, and on Aug.-18 in

Zone 1. Zones 2 and 3 take in the
-coast from Southwest Pass to the *
‘Louisiana-Texas line. Zone [ in-

cludes: the waters from the Mis-

sissippi line 1o Southwest Pass The
only public comme )

£0ne 2 shnmpers in. !be Baratana .
take one bobcat durmg lhe deer -

Bay. area who wanted ar earlier
open and’ earlier- close. for the’
spring and fall inside seasons.

« State wildlife’ manager ‘Greg

‘pers ¢arned slightly more than $1.2

- million for taking an additional
"308,160 " nutria. * There .was a $4. |
‘bounty:placed‘on the puisance ani- .
. .mal before the 2002 season. He
+/said totdl value of the fur business. "
in.the ‘state lz:st yezu was $l 5 mil-

hon .
" The . 1WEC. appr oved a Nov 20,

on, and the state will continue the,
%4 nutria bounty v,

* » Modifying the proposed oyster

eason to help New! erla ar oys-

- -grounds.. -
" 003 March®31, 2004' trappl.ng sed- i
- boats (doj and all they have to da is:

plan for a seed oyster-taking plan
for Sister Lake and voted in a “seed

and sacking” Sept. 10-Nov. 18 ‘sea-*
son for-the big lake located i 1.n lhe<

central coast.

"Seed" oyslers aré three inches -

or lessand oystérs larger than

that are consxdeled "sackmg oys-

ters.
A handful of oysterman said
opening an 11-day."seed only" sea-

- take all the oyslers f:om'lhe

“They. take ever ythmg lhe Texa

“transfer - the .oysters “to: their

termen, lhe L\VFC dld away wnh a

_ Fr eshwater Diversigp] Pm;ecz goes
“on hne at the head of: lhe quata; a
grounds, wait a week and sack up . o

) lhe larger -oysters,” New Iberia’s

there after the 11 days,-

sacl\mg are shells and mud s
The vote established: {ake on pub-

lic grounds’ in‘ Bay"Gardene,- ‘the.

Lake-Borgne area, Hackbeny Bay,.

Bay _Junop, Sister -Lake . and:

" Calcasieu [ake, “and ¢losid seasons’
on-‘grounds in Lakes Mechant,

Sabine and in Baratana,&'ermillon,

- Cote - B]anche and Atchafalayd
. son opens the door for Texas oys{- .
termen to come to the area, and.




COMMISSION MEETING
ROLL CALL

Wednesday, August 6, 2003

Baton Rouge, LA
Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Terry Denmon (Chairman)
Lee Felterman

Bill Busbice

Tom Kelly

Wayne Sagrera

Jerry Stone

KRN TR

Henry Mouton

Mr. Chairman:

There are 6; Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Jenkins is also present.



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
August 6, 2003
10:00 AM
Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of July 8, 2003
Commission Special Announcements

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July - Keith LaCaze

AARY X

Presentation by Office of Risk Management for Employee
Recognition - Charlie Clark

&~ Presentation- by Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation and
Drawing for Shotguns - Danny Timmer

d(// Declaration of Emergency - Waterfowl Seasons - Robert
Helm

p&f///Resolution - Establishing Tangipahoa Parish School Board
WMA - Tommy Prickett

»9~ Declaration of Emergency - Setting Hunting Seasons on
Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA - Tommy Prickett

Vfgf/ Declaration of Emergency - Bobcat Season as Authorlzed by
Act 1248 - Tommy Prickett :

+¥1T. - Public Comment - 2004 Turkey Season

osz/ Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2003-
2004 Trapping Season - Greg Linscombe

ﬁK{f/ Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season - Marty Bourgeois

ﬂﬁf/ Declaration of Emergency - Establishment of a Designated
Temporary Natural Reef - Karen Foote

&5{/ Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003-04 Oyster
Season on Public Oyster Grounds, Seed Reservations & Tonging Areas
- Marty Bourgeois

ﬂéi/ Notice of Intent - Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program -
Vince Guillory

aﬁf/ Set December 2003 Meeting Date

1384/,Public Comments

19. Adjournment



ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT
JULY 2003



REGION 1: MINDEN PARISHES: BIENVILLE, BOSSIER,

CADDO, CLAIBORNE,
WEBSTER, RED RIVER,
DESOTO
TOTAL CASES | 109
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
54 Boating Safety
29 Angling W/O Resident License
2 Angling W/O License — Non-Resident
7 Fishing W/O Resident Cane Pole License
1 Take Game Fish Illegally
1 Take And/Or Possession Illegal Size Bass
1 Transport W/O Required License — Non-Resident
1 Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA
2 Resisting An Officer
2 Operate Vessel While Intoxicated
7 Littering
1 Obtain License By Fraud
1 Flight From An Officer




WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL 4 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
3 Boating Safety

1 Angling W/O Resident License
CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

2 Black Bass (released); 1 Small Hoop Net; 11 Bream (released alive)

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 1

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

54 Bqating

1 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

7 Littering

7 Miscellaﬁeous
40 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

4 Written Warnings




TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance




REGION 2: MONROE PARISHES: E. CARROLL, JACKSON,

LINCOLN, MOREHOUSE,
OUACHITA, RICHLAND,
UNION, W. CARROLL

TOTAL CASES | 95

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

51 Boating

5 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

13 Angle W/O A Resident License

4 Angle W/O A Non-resident License

7 Angle W/O Resident Pole License

6 Littering

2 Unlawful Possession Of Alcoholic Beverage

2 Sell Fish W/O A Retail License

1 Fail' To Maintain Records

1 DWI (Boat)

1 -| Failure To Yield

1 Operate ATV On Public Road

1 Driving Without An Operator’s License




WRITTEN WARNINGS

TOTAL 14 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
1 Violate Rules And Regulations of PWC

4 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

1 Operate Unregistered Motorboat

1 Not Abiding By Ru4les And Regulations On WMA
1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Improper Boat Numbers

1 No Observer While Water Skiing

3 Angle W/O A Resident License

1 Fail To Comply With PFD Requirements
CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

3-Black Bass

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

52

Boating

Commercial Fishing

Federal Migratory




6 Littering

5 Miscellaneous

29 ‘| Recreational Fishing

-0- State Hunting/Trapping

14 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance — Assisting Stranded Motorists and Boaters




REGION 3:ALEXANDRIA PARISHES: AVOYELLES, GRANT

NATCHITOCHES,
RAPIDES, SABINE,
VERNON, WINN

TOTAL CASES | 123

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATIO&

55 Boating

25 Angling W/O A Resident License

6 Angling W/O A Non-Resident License

1 Fishing W/O Resident Pole License

3 Possess O/L. Gamefish (Bass)

2 Fail To Maintain Records

5 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

2 Possession Spotted Fawn

i Selling Fish W/O Retail Seafood License

1 Take Undersize Catfish W/Wire Net

2 Take Game Fish Illegally

14 Littering

1 Iliegal Possession Of Drugs Or Marijuana

2 Operate ATV On Public Road

1 Violate Open Container Law

1 Possession Of Alecohol Under 21




1 Trespass On State Property

WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL -0 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

41 Bass, 2 Fawns

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
55 Boating
4 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
14 Littering
6 Miscellaneous
42 Recreational Fishing
2 State Hunting/Trapping
0 Written Warnings




TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance




REGION 4: FERRIDAY PARISHES: CALDWELL, CATAHOULA,
CONCORDIA, FRANKLIN,

LASALLE, MADISON, TENSAS

.

TOTAL CASES | 157
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
83 Boating Safety Violations
35 Angling W/O Resident License
7 Angling W/O Non-Resident License
15 Fishing W/O Pole License
2 Hunt Turkey Closed Season
3 Take Alligators Closed Season
1 Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA
1 Operating A Vessel While Intoxicated
1 Illegal Possession Of Drugs
4 Littering
3 . Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries
1 ' Flight From An Officer
1 . Reckless Operation Of A Vehicle

10




WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL 18 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
5 Angling W/O A Resident License

1 Fishing W/O Pole License

12 Boating Safety Violations

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1 Turkey; 2 Rifles; 2-5 Alligators; 14 Valiums;

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
83 Boating
0 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
4 Littering
10 Miscellaneous
57 Recreational Fishing
3 State Hunting/Trapping
18 Written Warnings

11



TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

3

Public Assistance

12




REGION 5: LAKE CHARLES . PARISHES: BEAUREGARD, CALCASIEU,

EVANGELINE, ALLEN,
CAMERON, ACADIA,

VERMILION, JEFF DAVIS

TOTAL CASES | 198

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
68 Boating
60 Angling W/O A License
13 Angling W/O A License Non Resident
2 Angling W/O A Saltwater License
1 Violate Recreational Gear License Required
4 Angling W/O A Saltwater License Non Resident
1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass
2 Take Or Possess Undersize Spotted Sea Trout (Rec)
1 Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum (Rec)
1 Take Or Possess Overlimit Black Drum (Rec)
1 Take Comm. Fish W/O Comm. Gear License (Shrimp)
2 Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License
1 Shed Soft Shell Crabs W/O Shedding License
12 Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Retail Seafood License
15 Fail To Maintain Records

13




3 Blocking Passage Of Fish

3 Use Shrimp Net Closed Waters Hog Bayou — Trawl
1 Hunting Squirrels Closed S.eason

1 Illegal Possession Of Drugs Marijuana

1 Operate A Vessel While Intoxicated

2 Littering

2 Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries éharges

1 Obtain License By Fraud

WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL 9 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
1 No Boat Registration Certificate In Possession

1 Failure To Display Valid Certificate Decal

1 Improper Or No Sound Producing Device
| 1 Failure To Comply W/PFD Req.

5 Improper Or No Fire Extinguisher
CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

711 Lbs. Shrimp Sold For $1,066.50; 200 Lbs. Shrimp Spoiled, Dumped In River; Receipts;
Trip Tickets; 2 Cast Nets; 2-12° Nets; Statements; 11 Rods; 11 Reels; 1 Gaff Top; 1 Shark;
36 Frozen Flounder Destroyed; 16 Spotted Sea Trout Donated; 7 Undersize Spotted Sea
Trout; 1 Res. Fishing License; 1 Res. Saltwater Fish License; 1 Expired Non/Res. Fishing

License; 14 Black Drum Returned To Water; 1-12 Ga. Shotgun

14




TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
68 Boating
37 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
2 Littering -
4 Miscellaneous
85 Recreational Fishing
1 State Hunting/Trapping
9 Written Warnings

DWI

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance

15




REGION 6: OPELOUSAS PARISHES: IBERIA, IBERVILLE,
PT. COUPEE, LAFAYETTE,

ST. LANDRY, ST. MARTIN,

W.B.R.

TOTAL CASES | 237

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
85 Boating
101 Angling W/O License In Possession
3 Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License
23 Take Illegal Size Black Bass
1 Possess Firearm While Frogging
2 Littering
11 Fish W/O Resident Pole License
1 Operate Vessel While Intoxicated
2 Fail To Maintain Records
4 Angling W/O Non-Resident License
1 Not Abiding By Rules/Regulations On WMA
1 Angling W/O Saltwater License
1 Violate Recreational Gear License Requirements
1 Misrepresentation During Issuance Of Misdemeanor

16



WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL 79 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
46 Boating

25 Angling W/O License

5 Use WMA W/O License Or Stamp

2 Not Abiding By Rules/Regulations On WMA

1 Angling W/O Saltwater License
CONFISCATIONLS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

53 Black Bass, 1 Schnapps Bottle, S Rod And Reels

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
85 Boating
5 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
2 Littering
3 Miscellaneous
142 Recreational Fishing

17



0 State Hunting/Trapping

79 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL ] DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance

18



REGION 7: BATON ROUGE PARISHES: ASCENSION, E.B. ROUGE,

E. FELICTIANA, LIVINGSTON,
ST. HELENA, ST. TAMMANY,
TANGIPAHOA, WASHINGTON,
W. FELICIANA

TOTAL CASES | 198
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
124 Boating (4-DWPD’s)
37 Angling W/O Basic Resident License
3 Angling W/O Non-Resident Saltwater License
10 Angling W/O Non-Resident Basic License
2 No Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License
1 Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession
1 Fail To Maintain Records
1 Take Undersize Shark
2 Transport W/O Required License
3 Tending Crabs Illegal Hours
3 Theft Of Crabs
2 Violate Rules And Regulations Of Scenic River
1 Littering
1 Violate State Lacy Act
2 Illegal Possession Of Alligators

19




f 1 Take Alligators At Night W/Firearm
1 Take Alligators Closed Season
1 Possession Of An Alligator W/O A Permit
2 Contributing To The Delinquency Of A Minor
WRITTEN WARNINGS: '
TOTAL 9 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
6 Boating Safety Citations
3 Angling W/O License —Basic Residential
CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

17 Dozen Crabs-Returned To Lake

2——~Alligators-Released To Wild

1—Shark ‘

1—Rifle E

1—14° Boat W/35 HP Motor And Trailer (HQ Seizure Yard)

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

124 Boating (4-DWI’s)

7 Commerecial Fishing

20



Federal Migratory

1 Littering

13 Miscellaneous

51 Recreational Fishing

2 State Hunting/Trapping

9 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

15
Public Assistance:
8—Assist Motorists

7—Assist Boaters

21




REGION 8: NEW ORLEANS PLAQUEMINE, ST. BERNARD,

ORLEANS, JEFFERSON,
ST. CHARLES
TOTAL CASES | 351
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
99 Boating
109 Angling W/O A License
15 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident
3 Violate Recreational Gear License Requirement
7 Angling W/O Saltwater License
2 Angling W/O Saltwater Non-Resident License
2 Possess Over 10 Red Drum
4 Possess O/L Of Red Drum In Excess of 27”(Recreational)
3 Take Or Possess Red Drum In Federal Waters
4 Fail To Have Fish Intact(Saltwater}
2 Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum(Recreational) 16” Minimum
7 Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout
2 Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum(Recreational) Commission
Action
4 Commission Rules And Regs. Shark(Recreational)
1 Commission Rules And Regs. Misc. Grouper(Recreational)
1 Commission Rules And Regs. Misc. Amberjack

22



Commission Rules and Regs. Tuna

Take Or Possess O/L Spotted Sea Trout (On Water)

Obtain License Or Engage In Activity During Revbcation Period

Not Abiding By Commission Rules and Regulations Comm. Finfish

Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License

Retail Dealer, Restaurant, Retail Grocery Buy Fish From Other Than
Wholesale/Retail Dealer

Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O A Retail Seafood Dealers License

Transport W/O Required License

Fail To Comply W/Aquaculture Fish Regs.

Buy Fish From Unlicensed Non-Resident Dealer

Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

Removing Contents From Crab Traps

Set Crab Traps In Nav. Channels

Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License (Captains Only)

Theft Of Crab Trap

Trawling In Closed Season

Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board

Use Skimmers In Closed Season

Failure To Have Written Permission

23




16 Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms

5 Unlawfully Take Oysters From A Private Lease

1 Failure To Display Proper Number On Vessel

1 Violate Sanitation Code Log Book

1 Hunting W/O Resident License

1 Possess Live Wild Quadrupeds W/O Permit

1 Possession Of Live Alligators W/O Permit

2 Possess Firearm While Frogging

1 Operating A Vessel While Intoxicated

4 Littering

1 Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

2 Misrepresentaﬁon During Issuance Of Misdemeanor Summons
1 Violation Of Sanitation Code-Chapter 9 (Vessel Regulations)
WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL 34 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

8 Boating

21 Angling W/O A License

1 Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

3 Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum

1 Failure To Display Proper Number On Vessel

24

— — -



CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

Returned To Water...Spotted Sea Trout(2)...Oyster Sacks(381)...Crabs(37,3 2
Boxes)...Red Drum(2)...Bullfrogs(2)...Raccoon(1}....Alligator(1)....Seafood(25 lbs.)
Destroyed...Shark(1)

Donated...Spotted Sea Trout (99)...Crabs(70 Lbs.)...Sharks(4)...Black Drum(4)...Red
Drum (40)...Amberjack(l)...Red Drum Fillets(6)...Trout Fillets(1 Bag)...Yellowfin
Tuna(2)...Aquatic Sealife(10 Lbs.)...Mangrove Grouper(4)...Seafood(2S Lbs.)
Hardware Confiscated...Skimmer Nets(2)...Rod And Reels(3)...Crab Traps(8)...

Ice Chest(1)...Dredges(2)

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
99 Boating
71 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
4 Littering
4 Miscellaneous
168 Recreational Fishing
5 State Hunting/Trapping
34 Written Warnings
TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
| TOTAL DESCRIPTION
14 Public Assistance

25




REGION 9: SCHRIEVER PARISHES: ASSUMPTION, ST. JAMES

ST. JOHN, ST. MARY,

TERREBONNE, LAFOURCHE,
JEFFERSON, GRAND ISLE,
LOWER ST. MARTIN

TOTAL CASES | 238

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

99 Boating

42 Angling W/O A Basic License

2 Angling W/O A Non-Resident License

5 Violate Recreational Gear License Requirement

6 Angling W/O Saltwater License

2 Take Red Drum Federal Waters (Violate Commission Rules)

2 Possession Of Alcohol By Persons Under 21 Years Of Age

3 Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

2 Take Commercial Fish W/O A Commercial License

1 Take Commercial Fish W/O Gill Net Gear License

1 Take Commercial Fish W/O Trawl Gear License

1 Take Commercial Fish W/O Pipes Gear License .

2 Take Commercial Fish Without Vessel license

1 Restaurant Buying Fish From Other Than Wholesale/Retail Seafood

Dealer
1 Fail To Maintain Records
10 Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

26




1 Removing Contents Of Crab Traps

4 Violate Crab Trap Escape Ring Requirements

1 Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Commercial Gear License
2- Tending Crab Traps Illegal Hours

2 Use Illegal Length Gill Nets

1 Failure To Mark Freshwater Nets

7 Theft Of Crab Trap

1 Possess Over 20% Undersize Crabs

22 Use Skimmers In Closed Season

3 Failure To Have Written Permission

2 Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms
5 Taking Oysters From Unapproved Area (Polluted)

2 Unlawful Taking Of Oysters Off A Private Lease

1 Take Oysters Closed Season

1 Possessing Alligators Closed Season

2 Possession Of Live Alligators W/O Permit

1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL 25 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

20 Boating
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4 Angling Without A Basic License
1 Angling Without Saltwater License
CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

4 Red Drum, 4 Catfish, 445 Lbs. Crabs, 163 Sacks Oysters, 2,188 Lbs. Shrimp Sold For
$2,084.05, 30 Lbs. Shrimp Released, 3 Alligators, 577 Lbs. Shad, 1 Black Bass, 13 Boats
And Motors Paper Seizures, 1 Boat And Motor Physically Seized, 2 Oyster Dredges, 20
Skimmer Nets, 40 Crab Traps, 6 Shrimp Baskets, 2 Rods And Reels, 5 Gill Nets, 1 Truck
Paper Seizure, 1 Boat Trailer Paper Seizure, 9 Receipts Of Purchase, 1 Commercial

License, 1 PVC Pipe

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
99 Boating
77 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
0 Littering
2 Miscellaneous
57 Recreational Fishing
3 State Hunting/Trapping
25 Written Warnings
TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION
17 Public Assistance
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE COASTAL WATERS

TOTAL CASES | 33
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
5 Boating
2 Use Skimmers In Closed Season
2 Unlawfully Take Oysters From Private Lease
3 Failure To Have Written Permission
12 Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms
5 Take Oysters From An Unapproved Area
1 Take Oysters Closed Season
1 Angling W/O A Basic License Resident
1 Angling W/O A Basic License Non-Resident
1 Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum

29




WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL 0

DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

211 Sacks Of Oysters, 2 Skimmer Nets, 6 Oyster Dredges, 50 Lbs. Of Shrimp.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR OYSTER STRIKE FORCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
5 Boating
25 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
0 Littering
0 Miscellaneous
3 Recreational Fishing
] State Hunting/Trapping
0 Written Warnings
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TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance
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SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT STATEWIDE

TOTAL CASES | 17
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
1 Buy/Sell Fish W/O A Wholesale/Retail Seafood Dealer’s License
3 Retail dealer, Buy Fish From Other Than Wholesale/Retail Detailer
7 Fail To Maintain Records
2 Transport W/O Required License
2 Fail To Mark Crab Containers
2 Violate Interstate Shipping Regulations(Lacey Act)
1 Fail To Report Commercial Fisheries Data
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WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL -0- DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

2-Crates Of Live Crabs (returned to water)

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
0 Boating
17 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
0 Littering
0 Miscellaneous
0 Recreational Fishing
0 State Hunting/Trapping
0 Written Warnings
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TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance
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COASTAL WATERS

S.W.E.P.
TOTAL CASES | 12
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
4 Boating
1 Tai{e Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License
1 Commission Rules-Finning Sharks
2 Commission Rules-Possession Of Red Drum Federal Waters
1 Commission Rules-Possession Of Undersized Grouper
1 Commission Rules-Failure To Keep Shark Intact
1 Commission Rules-Possession Overlimit Of Shark
1 Angling W/O Basic License
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WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL 4 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
2 Angling W/O Basic Liceqse

1 Failure To Comply With Visual Distress Signal

1 Improper Fire Extinguisher

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1 Gill Net, 386 Lbs. Of Shrimp Sold For $364.90, 41 Lbs. Of Shark Fins Sold For $433.00,
7 Red Drum, 2 Sharks, 1 Grouper

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR S.W.E.P.
I

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
4 Boating ‘
7 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
0 Littering
0 Miscellaneous
1 Recreational Fishing
0 State Hunting/Trapping
4 Written Warnings
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TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance
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REFUGE PATROL MARSH ISLAND, ROCKEFELLER,

STATE WILDLIFE

TOTAL CASES | 53
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
2 Boating
3 Angling W/O A License
1 Violate Recreation Gear License
14 Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations On WMA
1 Commission Rules and Regulations (Cobia)
2 Commission Rules and Regulations (Red Snapper)
1 Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum
1 Take Alligators W/O License
1 Iltegal Possession Of Alligators, Eggs, Skins
1 Operate ATV Vehicle On Public{Road
2 Littering
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WRITTEN WARNINGS:

TOTAL 5 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION
2 Angling W/O A Saltwater License

2 Fail To Comply With Visual Distress Signals

i Fail To Display Valid Certificate Decal
CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1-20 Gauge Rifle, 1-8 Ft. Alligator, 1-30 In. Cobia, 9-Red Snapper, 1-Empty Bottle Of
Water, 2-Cans Coors Light Beer, Approx. 3 Lbs. Shrimp, 1-Partial Bottle Schnapps, 1-

Partial Bottle Vodka, 87 Crabs.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION REFUGE PATROL

TOTAL DESCRIPTION
2 Boating
0 Commercial Fishing
0 Federal Migratory
2 Littering
15 Miscellaneous
8 Recreational Fishing
2 State Hunting/Trapping
5 Written Warnings

39




TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL

DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance(Towed in vessels, assisted with a broken down vessel)
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TOTAL CASES: 1.706

WRITTEN WARNINGS: 192

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE: 71




ENFORCEMENT AVIATION REPORT

JULY, 2003
185-Amph. - 61092 185-Float - 9667Q
Hrs. - 31.5 Hrs. - 19.6

Enforcement Hours - 46.6
Other Divisions - 17.0

Total Plane Use - 63.6

210 -9467Y
Hrs.- 12.5

Cases Made In Conjunction With Aircraft Use Resulted In Citations Issued For:

1-No Vessel License
1-No Gear License
3-Skimmers Closed Season

5-Total

Confiscations: 4-Skimmer Nets, 1,000 Lbs. Shrimp




LaCaze, B "Keith"

From: DeGraff, Jeffrey

Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 3:54 PM

To: Burke, Marianne

Subject: LDWF Region 3 News (August 5, 2003)

NEWS FROM THE LA. DEPT. OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
The Public Information Section of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is responsible
for the distribution of LDWF news releases and the department's biweekly newsletter.

If you have questions, please contact one of the following Public Information Section staff members:

Thomas Gresham
Media Reilations Manager
(gresham_tp@wiIf.state.la.us)

Jeffrey DeGraff
Public Information Officer
(degraff_ja@wilf. state.la.us)

2003-218
SENTENCES HANDED DOWN IN BAITED DOVE FIELD CASE

Nine Louisiana men were tried and found guilty of federal migratory game bird regulation violations
on July 15 in Federal Court in Alexandria. The charges stemmed from a September 7, 2002, illegal

dove hunt in the southwestern portion of Grant Parish.

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division agents were investigating
reports of illegal bait being placed in fields prior to the opening of the September 2002 segment of
mourning dove season. They found the men hunting the illicit field. Wheat, sunflower seed and
cracked corn had been placed in the field. A total of 83 mourning doves were seized in connection

with the case.

A tenth man, Larry W. Lester, Jr., 27, of Montgomery, pled guilty to the charge of hunting migratory
game birds with the aid of bait at a February 13 arraignment hearing. He was sentenced to pay a fine
of $625, plus $10 to the criminal victim fund. The remaining nine men had entered pleas of “not

guilty” to the charges.

United States Federal Magistrate for the Western District of Louisiana, James D. Kirk found the men
guilty of all charges and sentenced them as follows: For hunting migratory game birds with the aid of
bait, Curtis Joseph Allen, 57, of Montgomery, Travis H. Vallee, 30, of Colfax, Chad Thomisee, 28, of
Montgomery, Derrick Bruce Thomisee, 30, of Montgomery, John Scott James, 42, of Boyce, Jeremy

P. McCain, 19, of Dry Prong, John Steven McCain, 26, of Colfax, Wilmet Sandlin McCain, 51, of Dry
Prong and John T. McCain, 54, of Baton Rouge were each ordered to pay a $500 fine plus $10 to

the criminal victim fund.

Allen and Vallee were also found guilty of possessing over the limit of mourning doves and each was
ordered to pay an additional $200 fine, plus $10 to the criminal victim fund. Vallee was also found

1
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guilty of aiding and abetting others in the taking of migratory game birds over bait by the placement
of bait and sentenced to pay a $1,000 fine, plus $10 to the criminal victim fund. He was placed on
unsupervised probation for a period of three years with the condition of probation that he may not
hunt during the entire probationary pericd. In his instructions to Vallee regarding the probation,
Magistrate Kirk said “When | say no hunting, | mean nowhere in the world.”

The case was prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Christina Walker. Counsel for the
Defense was Mr. Taylor Townsend.

Officers participating in the case were Major Keith LaCaze, Captain Peter Oliver, Sergeants Eric
Stokes and Marcus Constance and Senior Agents Travis Burnett and Kevin Hill.

EDITORS: For more information, contact Maj. Keith LaCaze at 225/765-2469
(lacaze_bk@wlf.state.la.us).
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LaCaze, B "Keith"

From: DeGraff, Jeffrey

Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 3:53 PM
To: Burke, Marianne
Subject: LLDWF Region 6 News (August 5, 2003)

NEWS FROM THE LA. DEPT. OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
The Public Information Section of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is responsibie
for the distribution of LDWF news releases and the department's biweekly newsletter.

If you have questions, please contact one of the following Public Information Section staff members:

Thomas Gresham
Media Relations Manager
(gresham_tp@wilf. state la.us)

Jeffrey DeGraff
Public Information Officer
(degraff_ja@wlf.state la.us)

2003-219
HENDERSON BAY ANGLERS CITED FOR UNDERSIZED BASS

From July 6-11, 10 anglers were cited by Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Enforcement Division agents for taking illegal size black bass from Henderson Bay.

Agents patrolling the bay in St. Martin Parish cited Chris Fletcher, 50, of Baker, Cecil Morvant Jr., 42,
of Carencro, Charles Morris, 44, of Duson, Adam Higginbotham, 24, of Opelousas, Samuel Green |,
34, of Arnaudville, Jerry Balentine, 40, of Baton Rouge, and Roosevelt Gordon Jr., 69, Larry Hurst
68, Christopher Overton 38 and Michael Babineaux Jr. 24, all of Lafayette for allegedly taking illegal

size black bass.

The legal size limit for black bass on Henderson Bayou and the Atchafalaya Basin is 14 inches. A
total of 24 black bass were seized and released back in the lake.

Taking illegal sized black bass is a Class 2 violation which carries a penalty of up to $350 in fines,
jail not more than 60 days, or both, plus court costs.

Agents participating in the cases were Sgts. Steven Huval, Mitch Darby, Brad Garon and Senior
Agents Brad Guidroz, Chris Carpenter, Brian Theriot and Cliff Ortis.

EDITORS: For more information, contact Maj. Keith LaCaze at 225/765-2469
(lacaze_bk@wlf.state.la.us).
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LaCaze, B "Keith"

From: DeGraff, Jeffrey

Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 3:53 PM
To: Burke, Marianne

Subject: LDWF Region 8 News {August 5, 2003)

NEWS FROM THE LA. DEPT. OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
The Public Information Section of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is responsible
for the distribution of LDWF news releases and the department's biweekly newsletter.

If you have questions, please contact one of the following Public Information Section staff members:

Thomas Gresham
Media Relations Manager
(gresham_tp@wif. state.la.us)

Jeffrey DeGraff
Public Information Officer
(degraff_ja@wif.state.la.us)

2003-220
BRIDGE CITY MAN ARRESTED FOR DWI

Alfred C. Boffone, 47, of Bridge City, has been arrested by agents of the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division for allegedly driving a motorboat while intoxicated (BUI).
He was booked into the Jefferson Parish Correctional Center on July 19.

Agents patrolling the Barataria Waterway in Jefferson Parish stopped Mr. Boffone’s vessel to
perform a boating safety compliance check. Mr. Buffone exhibited signs of intoxication, and
performed paoorly on field sobriety tests. The agents arrested Mr. Boffone and charged him with
violating Revised Statue Title 14:98D, driving while intoxicated, third offense.

The penalty for driving a motorboat while intoxicated, third offense, is imprisonment with or without
hard iabor for not more than five years, and a fine of $2000. In addition, the vehicle/vesse! used

during the incident will be subject to seizure by the court.

Agents participating in the investigation were Senior Agents Eddie Skena, Rachel Zechenelly, and
Jason Russo.

EDITORS: For more information, contact Maj. Keith LaCaze at 225/765-2469
(lacaze_bk@wlf.state.la.us}.

2003-221
GRAND ISLE FISHERMAN ARRESTED FOR CLOSED SEASON SHRIMPING

A Grand Isle man, James Billiot, 38, was arrested on July 14 for using skimmer nets to catch shrimp
during the closed shrimp season for inside waters. Agents from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife

1


mailto:degraffja@wlfstate.la.us

and Fisheries Enforcement Division allegedly observed Billiot using a flatboat equipped with skimmer
nets at night in Thunder Bayou in Jefferson Parish. The shrimp season for this portion of Zone 2

closed June 20, 2003 at 6:00 a.m.

The agents encountered Billiot at about 9:30 p.m. while he was engaged in skimming for shrimp. The
agents report that Billiot was fishing for live bait shrimp, which he intended to sell. The agents also
claim that Billiot stated that he was shrimping to pay fines levied against him by the Lafourche Parish
Court for other wildlife related offenses. A computer check of Billiot showed that he had been
recently released from the Lafourche Parish Jail after serving a sentence imposed regarding earlier
wildlife crimes. A criminal history check shows that the LDWF Enforcement Division has cited Bifliot

54 times since 1980 for wiidlife reiated crimes.

Billiot was booked into the Grand Isle Jail and later transported to the Jefferson Parish Correctional
Center in Gretna. His two skimmer nets were seized as evidence in this case.

Using skimmer nets in closed season is a Class 4 offense for which the penalty is a fine of up to
$750, up to 120 days in jail, or both, plus court costs and forfeiture of anything seized in connection

with the offense.

Agents involved in this case were Sr. Agt. Chad Hebert and Sr. Agt. Thomas Dewitt.

EDITORS: For more information, contact Maj. Keith LaCaze at 225/765-2469
(lacaze_bk@wlf.state.la.us).

2003-222
AGENTS ARREST SPORT FISHING CHARTER GUIDE

Agents from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division have
completed a lengthy investigation that led to the arrest of James P. Ryan, 45, of Dallas Texas, for
allegedly failing to have saltwater fin fish intact and six felony violations involving license fraud and

theft.

The investigation began when agents stopped Ryan in early June in Plaguemines Parish, and found
charter boat regulation violations and 28 pounds of fish filets on board his vessel on a paid trip. A
further investigation followed, and agents determined that over a two year period, Ryan had
purchased resident charter guide licenses and did not meet the criteria to have the resident
privileges and costs. Ryan's residence is established in Dallas, Texas, and he operates a sport
fishing charter guide service out of Venice, Louisiana. The estimated value of theft against the state

in license costs is $1,650.

On July 17, agents executed an arrest warrant in Plaquemines Parish and Ryan was booked into jail
for the filet violation and as a fugitive from East Baton Rouge Parish, where he wiil answer to the

felony license fraud and theft violations.

Agents participating in the investigation were Capt. Brian Clark, Lt. Robert Martin, Lt. Pete Bordes,
Sgt. Glen Jackson, Senior Agents David Nunez, Ronnie Granier, Adam Young and U.S. Fish and
Wildiife Service Special Agent Stephen Clark and Refuge Officer Mike Downie.

EDITORS: For more information, contact Maj. Keith LaCaze at 225/765-2469
(lacaze_bk@wilf.state.la.us).
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LaCaze, B "Keith"

From: DeGraff, Jeffrey

Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 3:53 PM

To: Burke, Marianne

Subject: LDWF Region 9 News (August 5, 2003)

NEWS FROM THE LA. DEPT. OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
The Public information Section of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is responsible
for the distribution of LDWF news releases and the department's biweekly newsletter.

If you have questions, please contact one of the following Public Information Section staff members:

Thomas Gresham
Media Relations Manager
(gresham_tp@wlf.state.la.us)

Jeffrey DeGraff
Public Information Officer
(degraff_ja@wilf.state.la.us)

2003-223
WEEKEND OYSTER FISHERMEN CITED FOR TAKING OYSTERS FROM

POLLUTED WATERS

Agents of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division’s Oyster Strike
Force cited five men on Sunday, July 27, for taking oysters from a polluted area in Terrebonne
Parish. A boat occupied by the five was spotted dredging in area closed to harvest near Bayou Saie.
The occupants of the vessel were identified as Samuel Dobson, 23, of Houma, Joseph Fitch, 20, of
Dularge, Milivoj Marinkovic, 45, of Texas City, Texas, Juan Cervantes, 37, of New Iberia, and Ekrem

Hyseni, 23, of San Leon, Texas.

All five subjects were issued citations for taking oysters from an unapproved area. Approximately 70
sacks of oysters seized and returned to the water.

The penalty for taking oysters from an unapproved area is a fine of up to $750, up to 120 days in jail,
or both, plus court costs and forfeiture of any seized items.

EDITORS: For more information, contact Maj. Keith LaCaze at 225/765-2469
(lacaze_bk@wilf.state.la.us).

2003-224
TWO MEN CITED FOR CLOSED SEASON SHRIMPING IN LAFOURCHE PARISH

Agents from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division cited two men
on July 16 for allegedly shrimping in closed season in Lafourche Parish.

Agents patrolling after dark in southwest Lafourche Parish in Little Grand Bay saw a vessel
1
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shrimping with skimmer nets. Shrimp season had closed on June 20 in this area. Rodney P Verdin,
34, of Marrero, and Michael S. Dick, 44, of Avondale, were on board the boat and were cited for

skimming in closed season.

The shrimp in the nets were returned to the water, and two skimmer nets were seized in connection
with the violation.

Using skimmer nets in closed season is punishable by a fine of up to $750, jail for not more than 120
days or both, plus court costs and forfeiture of anything seized.

Agents participating in the case were Sergeants Bryan Marie and Stephen McManus.

EDITORS: For more information, contact Maj. Keith LaCaze at 225/765-2469
(lacaze_bk@wilf.state.la.us).
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2003-232 NNW.T.F. AWARDS SHOTGUNS TO

HUNTERS
8/7/2003

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission participated in a
drawing to award shotguns to hunters who participate in the wild
turkey check station program. The National Wild Turkey Federation
encourages the use of check stations by turkey hunters by awarding
shotguns to three individuals each year. Hunters are asked to
voluntarily bring the turkeys they've taken to check stations located
all across the state. At the stations, the birds are weighed and
measured. The information collected is very valuable to biologists
from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and NWTF.
The stop at the station can be valuable to the hunter as well, as they
are entered into the drawing for the shotguns.

At the August 6 meeting of the LWFC, Chairman Terry Denmon
drew the three names of the hunters that will receive a Remington
870 Supermagnum shotgun. The first winner is Nolan Bounds of
Washington Parish. Bounds checked an 18-pound turkey he killed
on Ben's Creek Wildlife Management Area. The next winner was
Clint Stephenson of Dubac. He checked a 19.5 pound bird with a
9.25 inch beard. Finally, David Dillion of Angie was announced as
the third winner. He checked a bird that weighed 17 pounds and had
a 9.25 inch beard.

Danny Timmer, an LDWF turkey biologist representing the NWTF,
made the presentation to the commission and also announced that
this would be the last year for the drawings. LDWF will now use a
mail-out survey to collect harvest information from hunters.

For more information, contact Danny Timmer at 337/487-5890
timmer_d@wlf state.la.us

1ab5 1405
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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

August 6, 2003

The following was_ adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries

Commiggion at its reqular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge,

Louigiana, August 6, 2003

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

public hearings have been held to discuss the status of
waterfowl, including ducks, coots, and geese 1in
Washington DC, and

rules and regulations governing waterfowl season
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and

the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff
has presented recommendations for waterfowl including
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

BE IT RESOLVED that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission does hereby tentatively adopt
the attached season dates, bag limits and shooting hours,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these tentative dates will be ratified

by Declaration of Emergency unless significant changes
are mandated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the
authority to take any and all steps necessary on behalf
of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate these
seasons as a Declaration of Emergency; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these dates will be forwarded to the

h and Wildlife Service as regulations set for

U.S.
iSiana's 2003-2004 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

Lt 00— S e
C:;;;ry'DQ/Denmon, Chairman Ja ~"Jenkins, J¥.,Secretary

Wildlife a
Commission

nd Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries



TENTATIVE SEASON RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE, 2003-04

DUCKS AND COOTS: (EXCEPT PINTAIL AND CANVASBACK)

West Zone: (60 days) Nov. 8 (Sat.) - Nov. 30 (Sun.) (23 days)

Dec. 13 (Sat.) - Jan. 18 (Sun.) (37 days)
East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 15 (Sat.) - Nov. 30 (Sun.) (16 days)
(Including Catahoula Dec. 13 (Sat.) - Jan. 25 (Sun.) (44 days)
Lake) :

Pintail Season Dates (30 days)

West

East

Zone: Nov. 8 (Sat.) - Nov. 30 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 13 (Sat.)- Dec. 19 (Fri) (7 days)
Zone: Nov. 15 (Sat.) - Nov. 30 (Sat.) (16 days)

Dec. 13 (Sat.) - Dec. 26 (Fri.) (14 days)

Canvasback Season Dates (30 days)

West
East

Zone: Dec. 20 (Sat.) - Jan. 18 (Sun.)
Zone: Dec. 27 (Sat.) - Jan.25 (Sun.)

Youth Waterfowl Weekend - Nov. 1-2 in West Zone, Nov. 8-9 in East

Zone

Daily Bag Limits

The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may include no more than
4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be females), 3 mottled
ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 3 scaup, and 2 redheads.
During the specified 30-day seasons for pintails and
canvasbacks and during youth hunts the daily bag is 1. Daily
bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are in
addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit - The possession limit on ducks, coots and
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit. )



GEESE:

LIGHT GEESE (SNOW, BLUE and ROSS’) and WHITE-FRONTED GEESE

STATEWIDE: (86 days) Nov. 1 (Sat.) - Nov. 30 (Sun.) (30 days)
Dec. 13 (Sat.) - Feb. 6 (Fri.) (56 days)
Daily bag limit on light geese (snow, blue and Ross’): 20
Possession limit on light geese (snow, blue and Ross’): None
Daily Limit on white-fronted geese: 2
Possession Limit on white-fronted geese: 4

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW
Jan. 17 (Sat.) - Jan. 25 (Sun.) (9 days)

Daily Limit on Canada geese: 1
Possession limit on Canada geese: 2

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a
portion of southwest Louisiana. The closed area is described as
follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along Hwy.
82 to the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the
Calcasieu Ship Channel to its junction with the Intracoastal
Canal, then east along the Intracoastal Canal to its juncture
with LA Hwy. 82, then south along LA Hwy. 82 to its juncture
with Parish Road 3147, then south and east along Parish Road
3147 to Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf of
Mexico, then west along the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to
the Texas State Line, then north to the point of beginning at
LA Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the
Canada Goose Season. A permit is required of everyone,
regardless of age, and a non-refundable $5 administrative fee
will be charged. This permit may be obtained from any license
vendor.

CONSERVATION ORDER FOR LIGHT GEESE (SNOW, BLUE AND ROSS‘)

STATEWIDE: Dec. 1 (Mon.) - Dec. 12 (Fri.) (12 days)
Feb. 7 (sat.) - Mar. 7 (Sun.) (30 days)

Only snow, blue and Ross’ geese may be taken under the terms
of the Conservation Order, which allows the use of
electronic calls and unplugged shotguns and eliminates



the daily bag and possession limits. During the
Conservation Order, shooting hours begins one-half hour
before sunrise and extends until one-half hour after

sunset.
RAILS: Nov. 8 (Sat.) -~ Dec.31 (Wed.) (54 days)
KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,

Possession 30.

SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the
aggregate.
GALLINULES: Nov. 8 (Sat.) - Dec. 31l(Wed.) (54 days)

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30

Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to sunset, except
at the Spanish Lake Recreation Area in Iberia Parish where shooting
hours, including the Conservation Order, end at 2 p.m.
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TERRY D. DENMON
P.O. BOX 8460
- MONROE, LOUISIANA 71211-8460
Telephone: 318-388-1422
Fax: 318-361-5036

July 24, 2003

TO: Phil Bowman, Assistant Secretary
Office of Wildlife
Via fax @ 225-765-0948
Tommy Prickett, Administration
Wildlife Division
Via fax @ 225-763-5453

The attached is the second group of significant hunters who have contacted me wanting
the duck season in northeast and north central portion of the state, earlier rather than later.

Basically, they would rather have most of December and early January rather than late
January.

I would ask you to consider this in your recommendation to the Commission for the
August meeting.

Call me if we need to talk. Thanks.

Attachment
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Terry D. Denmon

DENMON ENGINEERS

Chairman of Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Mr. Denmon;

A group of very concerned duck hunters, including myself, Billy Haddad, Jerry
Hightower, and Kenny Cagle decided to canvas a number of northeast Louisiana’s most
avid duck hunters to get their opinions on the best days to set the 2003-2004 duck season.
The question was only for the east zone and if we get 60 days and 6 ducks. When the

canvas was done we came up with this best case scenario.

Duck Season: November 15 to November 30
December 6 to January 18, 2004
}

A total of 60 days

The hunters that were canvased included:

Lee Williams

Johnny Woodward

David Daniels

John Ensminger, Jr.

Bob Sale

Dickie Culpepper

Ralph Brockman
Johnny Hudson
Tex Kilpatrick
Sam Trinca
Butch Ditta
Gordon Markie
Conrad Mott
Joe Files
Tommy Grant
Jeff Simmons
Jim Brown
Rusty Benton
Richard Benton
Scott Beaman
Jim Rolfe
Stacy Copeland

Ray Newman
Jasper Haddad
Dickie Crowe
Lloyd Salter
Tom Dansby

Harderman Cordell

Sherman Shaw
Shane Bridges
Kent Anderson
Barre Tanguis
John Boy Ditta
Woodard Mott
Tommy Barham
Jim Rundell
Steve Dade
Sidney Wilhite
Ben Peters
Mike Benton
Kim Benton
Keith Evaus
Pete Rolfe
Edward Greer
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RESOLUTION

ESTABLISHING THE

TANGIPAHOA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

August 6, 2003

the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has
entered 1into a ten-year lease agreement with the
Tangipahoa Parish School Board, for certain tracts or
parcels of land situated in the parish of Tangipahoa,
consisting of approximately 994 acres, and more
specifically described in Attachment A and locally known
as the Husser Tract (647.12 acres) and Loranger Tract
(346.89 acres).

this property contains valuable wildlife habitat, the
protection and proper management of which is important to
the State’s conservation and wildlife management efforts.

it is the recommendation of the Secretary of the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries that in order to
enhance wildlife habitat in the state and provide for
public use and recreational opportunities on these lands
that they be established as a wildlife management area to
be called the Tangipahoa Parish School Board Wildlife
Management Area.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby select, in accordance with the
laws of the State of Louisiana, particularly Title 56,
Section 781 et seq. of the Revised Statutes of 1954, the
land described above, comprised of 994 acres, more or
less, to be established as a Wildlife Management Area.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this property shall be used

exclusively for wildlife management purposes, and as
such, 1is perpetually dedicated to the protection,
conservation and management of fish and wildlife and
their habitat, and such public recreation, including, but
not limited to, hunting, bird watching, and trapping,
which is consistent with these purposes.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

authorizes the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, on behalf of the Commission, to take all
actions necessary in furtherance of establishing the



Tangipahoa Parish School Board Wildlife Management Area,
including securing and signing all legal documents.

C//@/ 7/

Terry Denmon. “Chairman James ¥ kins, Y., Secretary
Wlldllfe and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries




Attachment A.

Certain tracts or parcels of land within Tangipahoa Parish, more
particularly described as:

346 .89 acres located in Sec. 16, T 8 E
647.12 acres located in Sec. 16, T , 9 E.



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts
the following emergency rule.

2003-2004 Hunting Regulations

Tangipahoa Parish School Board Wildlife Management Area
(Region 7): (Loranger Tract: 346.89 acres) and (Husser Tract:
647.12 acres)

Self-Clearing Permits Required.

Deer: Same as outside except still hunt only.

Small Game: Same as outside except beagles permitted January
26-February 29; squirrel dogs permitted January 26-February 8

Raccoon (Nighttime): January 26-February 29

No ATVs. Walk-in only.

Horseback Riding: Organized trail rides prohibited. Riding
allowed only on designated roads and trails. Horses and mules are
specifically prohibited during turkey and gun seasons for deer.

Contact Wildlife Division, Region 7 for maps and specific
information.

A Declaration of Emergency 1is necessary to establish the

hunting season for Tangipahoa Parish School Board Wildlife



Management Area. A lease agreement was recently completed on the
tracts and as such was not included with the original Notice of
Intent.

Terry D. Denmon

Chairman
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BOBCAT HUNTING PROPOSAL
AUGUST 2003

BACKGROUND

Bobcat is a member of the Felidae family related to the house cat and the lynx.
Densities are highly dependent on habitat conditions and prey abundance ranging
from 0.2 to 6.7 bobcats per square mile in the Southeast U.S.

Males are incapable of breeding their first year.

Females can breed during their first year, however studies indicate most females
may not have a successful litter until second year.

Breeding occurs in mid winter. 62 day gestation period with 1 to 4 in litter.
Highly carnivorous preying mainly on rodents and rabbits. Use of deer appears to
be mainly as carrion.

Home ranges of bobcats may range from 741 to 6,000 acres across the southeast.

LOUISIANA

Bobcat was classified as outlaw quadruped prior to 1978 and could be harvested
by a licensed hunter at any time except at night.

In 1978 they were reclassified as a non-game quadruped (furbearer) and could be
harvested only by trapping during the open trapping season.

Harvest in Louisiana peaked in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s with high fur
prices (see graph).

Harvest also peaked in adjacent states during the same general period. (see graph)

The fur harvest in Louisiana was generally equal to or greater than adjacent states.

HABITAT RESEARCH

During the late 1970’s and early 1980’s scent station surveys were conducted
throughout the state (excluding the coast).
Objectives of the 5 year study were to determine relative abundance of bobcat and

relate these indices to geographical regions and habitat types.



e Biologists/technicians ran twenty-nine; 50 mile long surveys, randomly selected
within geographic region.

e 1,450 stations were visited on 2 consecutive nights.

¢ South Central region had the highest visitation rate (9.4%). In this region
bottomland hardwood — 12.1% and pasture/recent clearcuts — 10.6%.

e Southeast region had a 6% visitation rate. Bottomland hardwood combined with
mixed pine — hardwood — 10%, recent clearcuts — 4.2%.

e Northwest region had a 4% visitation rate. Bottomland hardwood 10.6% and
recent clearcuts was 6.1%.

e Northeast region was the lowest with 1.9%.

e Visitation confirmed data from other researchers concerning bobcat preference.

HABITAT TRENDS

¢ Since mid 1980’s over 100,000 acres of agricultural land in the Northeast region
have been put back into bottomland hardwoods as a result of federal programs
(WRP and CRP). This has greatly enhanced bobcat habitat in this region.

e In pine and mixed pine - hardwood regions management practices have reduced
rotation age. This means younger stands and earlier thinnings resulting in better
habitat and prey base for bobcats.

e Based on habitat condition and relatively low harvest (10%) of historic harvest

bobcat populations are higher than 20-25 years ago.

HARVEST SEASON IN ADJACENT STATES
e Mississippi — Opossum, Raccoon, and Bobcat — November 1, 2003 — February 28,
2004 (for food, sport, and pelt). No limit
Hunter harvest 2000-2001 — 4,630,
2001-2002 — 3,482. Taken mainly by deer hunters (150,000 licensed deer
hunters).
e Arkansas — Bobcat — September 1, 2003 — February 29, 2004, Limit: 2 Daily



HUNTING IMPACT

e Louisiana has slightly more hunters now as compared to 1970’s. Hunters could
take bobcat anytime, no season (closed at night) prior to 1978. Trapping harvest
was at an all time high.

e If harvest in Mississippi (2000-2001 - 4,630; 2001 —2002 - 3,482 ) is largely
opportunistic, then Louisiana hunters might be expected to harvest a similar
number of bobcat assuming populations are similar. A limit of 1 per season may
not be much different than no limit. A small percentage of hunters will have an

opportunity to shoot and a smaller percentage will shoot and retrieve a cat.

HARVEST MONITORING

o Include these questions in big game survey.
1. Did you see a bobcat?
2. Did you shoot at a bobcat?
3. Did you retrieve a bobcat?
4. Parish hunted
5. Habitat hunted — hardwood, mixed pine hardwood, pine

agriculture/pasture
e Also could incorporate bobcat question into archery survey. This is used to
monitor several furbearer species in a number of states. Considered better quality

data than gun hunters.
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Hawkins, Susan

From: Beau Gast [beaugast@charter.net]

Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 11:40 PM

To: bgast@lawraonline.com

Subject: To: LWFC Commissioners Re: Bobcat Hunting

2

Attachment LDWF Commission

information.  Meeting BOBCAT...
To whom it may concern:

This e-mail is to inform you of the Louisiana Wildlife Rehabilitators
Association position on the bobcat hunting season on the LWFC agenda,
item number 10. We ask that you vote against a season at this time.
The position paper is attached in Microsoft Word format and is 180k
large. Hard copies may be obtained from me personally at the meeting.
Those of you with fax machines listed will receive this via fax as
well.

|
If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to
contact me via cell phone Wednesday morning at 985-789-1061. I plan
to be at the meeting area around 9:30 A.M.

Thank you,

Beau E. Gast

Director of Communications, Public Relations
Louisiana Wildlife Rehabilitators Association
http://www.lawraonline.com
bgast@lawraonline.com

985-789-1061 / 985-796-9679


mailto:beaugast@charter.net
mailto:bgast@lawraonline.com
http://www.lawraonline.com
mailto:bgast@lawraonline.com

Promoting Communication, Cooperation, Professionalism, and Ethical Conduct

August 5, 2003

Re: Declaration of Emergency — Bobcat season as authorized by Act 1248

The Louisiana Wildlife Rehabilitators Association (LAWRA), as well as the

Humane Society of the United States, The Fund For Animals, Humane Society of
Louisiana, and others with a concern for bobcats in Louisiana are opposed to the
authorization of a bobcat hunt this quickly and without any biological evidence to assure
species protection.

The official Louisiana Wildlife Rehabilitators Association position is as follows:

1.

LAWRA maintains that an accurate management goal is to “maintain, conserve,
and promote sustainable bobcat populations in regions of Louisiana that provide
suitable habitat conditions and provide recreational opportunities for consumptive
and non-consumptive users of bobcats”. This is defined later in this document.
LAWRA will support only a 3-4 year study of bobcat in Louisiana with a
temporary moratorium on seasons until accurate biological data can be obtained.
This includes, but will not be limited to, a big game survey statewide. This also
includes ongoing field research to better understand factors affecting bobcat
density and distribution and to monitor changes in the Louisiana bobcat
population.

When accurate biological data is obtained and an actual management plan is
suggested, LAWRA will have its own Bobcat expert formulate an evaluation of
the new data and management plan.

The Louisiana Wildlife Rehabilitators Association specific concemns are:

1.

No biological evidence on the Bobcat in Louisiana. LAWRA learned in talks
with LDWF biologist Greg Linscombe and LDWF Assistant Secretary Phillip
Bowman that the season is being proposed with “anecdotal” information from
hunters and inconsistent trapping data. If LWFC authorizes a hunting season they
will be in direct violation of state law, which reads {LDWF} Shall promulgate
rules and regulations, subject to the provisions of the Administrative Procedure

P.O. Box 90201 Lafayette, LA 70509
985.789.1061 & 985.796.9679



Act, to set seasons, times, places, size limits, quotas, daily take, and possession
limits, ***based upon biological and technical data,*** for all wildlife and fish.
Any such rule or regulation shall have as its objective the sound conservation,
preservation, replenishment, and management of that species for maximum
continuing social and economic benefit to the state...”

a. Hunting Data: The hunters are proposing the hunt and therefore can
manipulate opinions and observations sent to the department in favor of
bobcat hunting. The opinions of individuals, no matter how
knowledgeable, do not replace the gathering of actual data on wildlife
populations.

b. “Anecdotal” Information: The fur harvest data, which was obtained
verbally from LDWF, has been hovering at around 350 pelts per season
for the last three years. There is no accurate way to estimate Bobcat
populations from harvest data. LAWRA believes that these trapping
numbers alone are too high and that additional kills will be harmful to the
population. Accurate biological information will make moot those
concerns. Once again, the opinions of individuals, no matter how
knowledgeable, do not replace the gathering of actual data on wildlife
populations.

¢. 70s Data On Bobcat: There is old, outdated material from the 70s
circulating within LDWF. No accurate determination of populations and
need for a hunt can be obtained from this data. That includes the
telemetry, theses and scent station studies done during this period.
Additionally, LDWF, during the height of the trapping season of Bobcat in
Louisiana, thought enough of the conservation ramifications in the 70s to
do in-depth studies on the Bobcat. Why not now?

2. LDWF has no bobcat management plan. Under the planned way of issuing a
permit to the more than 250,000 “big game” licenses in Louisiana, every Bobcat
will be wiped out.

a. Big Game Permits: Issuing a 1 per permit limit on the states more than
250,000 “big game” permit exceeds even educated guesses of current
bobcat populations. The authorization would effectively allow for the
killing of every bobcat in Louisiana.

b. Management Goal: LDWF has formulated no management goal.
LAWRA has formulated an acceptable structure for one and it is outlined
below:

i. Bobcat Population Model: A bobcat population model should be
used to project population growth and assess the potential impact
of a regulated hunting season. LAWRA makes no current
suggestion for that model other than the two objectives and LDWF
staff should investigate possible models. The model is further
defined in the following sections:

1. Objective One: The population objective is to maintain
suitable or increasing bobcat populations in regions of
Louisiana that provide suitable habitat conditions and that
currently support established bobcat populations. The steps

P.O. Box 90201 Lafayette, LA 70509
985.789.1061 ¢ 985.796.9679



to be taken to meet this objective are to conduct annual
surveys to assess bobcat abundance and the range of
established bobcat populations, to implement appropriate
indices of bobcat abundance, and to implement field
research projects to refine parameter estimates in the bobcat
population model.

2. Objective Two: The hunting objective is to allow regulated
hunting of bobcats at levels that are not detrimental to
population stability. The steps for accomplishing this goal
are to annually evaluate season length and permit limits to
meet the population objective, annually monitor factors
affecting hunter effort, and annually determine quota
allocation based on accurate biological data.

3. Increased intake by Wildlife Rehabilitators. Louisiana’s Wildlife
Rehabilitators are already overworked and unpaid. Bobcat is elusive prey for
hunters and they often miss the Bobcat. They may strike another area maiming the
Bobcat. Eventually that Bobcat, unless immediately fatally injured, will make it
into the hands of a Rehabilitator.

a. Extra Cost: Bobcat hunting will inevitably cause an increase in the intake
by Rehabilitators. If a hunting season is approved, are you going to grant
funding for wildlife rehabilitation?

b. Unreleaseable Bobcats: Even if a healthy litter of bobcat is brought to a
Rehabilitator he or she will be hesitant to accept them for rehabilitation
and in some cases refuse due to this hunting season. Louisiana’s
Rehabilitators are already planning to refuse certain species due to
inaccurate management.

c. Dead Carcass Problem: LAWRA believes that some unethical hunters
will simply kill for the sport and leave carcasses behind. This leads to
widespread disease promulgation via the species that eat the carcass.

P.O. Box 90201 Lafayette, LA 70509
985.789.1061 ¢ 985.796.9679
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August 5, 2003

Dear Wildlife and Fisheries Commission:

Please note that I am supportive of severely restricting the number of Louisiana bobcat to
be killed each year. I think that this commission should first complete a scientific study
on the density of the bobcat’s population, which would inform the public on their ability
and viability to survive in our state, before establishing a hunting season.

Sincerely yours,

.82
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Ms. Maddie Bernard August 5, 2003
1020 Lauradale
New Orleans, LA 70130

Dear Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission:

1 am urging you to continue to protect the Louisiana bobcat and severely limit the number
of bobcats killed each year. As a natural predator and an important part of our eco-
system, it is important that we keep nature’s balance intact.

Very truly yours, ,
b e

addie Bernard

.82
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TO: MEMBERS OF THE LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

FROM: JESSICA G. FAEGENTBURG qf'
211 Belleville St
New Orleans, LA 70114

RE: BOBCAT HUNTING SEASON

DATE: AUGUST §, 2003
DEAR COMMISSION MEMBERS:
Please note that I am one of a growing number of residents who is opposed to “trophy

hunting.” Opening up the bobcat hunting season was a poor choice. Please minimize
this error, by limiting the number of bobcats “taken.”
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Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Re:  Bobcat Hunting Season
Dear Sirs:

This letter is regarding the enactment of a hunting season on bobcat here in Louisiana. I
urge you to delay the setting of a hunting season until a population study can determine
the numbers of bobcat that populate Louisiana. Due to loss of habitat these incredible
animals have been losing their numbers over the years. Louisiana is a state that is rich in
natural resources, and [ believe that it is our duty to protect the animals that are currently
fighting for survival. We must protect the future of our wildlife. As the Commission for
Louisiana Wildlife and Fishenies, you should be at the forefront in this fight for
protection.

People do not consider how delicate the balance is in nature, and by allowing the few
predators to be hunted down and killed off, then the animals that are their natural prey
will become overpopulated. As in many areas all over the country, this will occur in
Louisiana. Our natural balance must be protected. Therefore, 1 strongly suggest
conducting a population study to determine the bobcat population left in our state before
the hunters destroy them all and ruin the balance of nature that supports the main tourist
industry in the state, as well as the most beautiful aspect of our state.

Below are signatures of others who agree with this statement and wish for a population
study of the bobcat.

Sincerely,

Emily Hams

Signatures:
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THE SACRED EARTH NETWORK

“This land is sacred. Even the rocks...thrill with memories of stirring events connected with the fives of my people.”  Chief Seattle, 1854

T0:
FAX:
FROM:

E-MAIL:

PHONE:

DATE:

NOTES:

FAX TRANSMITTAL
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

225-765-0948
Susan Cutting, Sacred Earth Network

susan@sacredearthnetwork.org

413-253-6998
8.06.03

Dear Members of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fishenes
Commission:

I am writing in support of the Louisiana bobcat. ] understand that
Louisiana legislature recently passed a statute, which will create
the very first hunting season for the bobcat. I am urging this
commission to delay establishing a permanent hunting season until
a bocat population density report has been ordered and completed
by a field biologist. I am further concerned that our natural
predators will be eradicated during the establishment of more
hunting seasons.

Sincerely,
Susan Cutting

Program Director
Sacred Earth Network

592 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002 = Phone: 413-253-6998 o Fax: 413-253-1657
Email: info@sacredearthnetwork.org » URL: www sacredearthnetwork.org


mailto:susan@sacredearthnetwork.org
mailto:info@sacredearthnetwork.org
http://www.sacredearthnetwork.org
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Wednesday, August 6, 2003 441AM

Dear members of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission:

| am writing in support of the Louisiana bobcat.’

| understand that Louisiana legislature recently passed
a statute, which will create the very first hunting
season for the bobcat. | am urging this commission to
delay establishing a permanent hunting season until a
bocat population density report has been ordered and
completed by a field biologist. } am further concerned
that our natural predators will be eradicated during

the establishment of more hunting seasons.

Sincerely,

Pam Olivier

PAGE 81



> Dear membery of the Lovisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission:

> > T am wriling in support of the Louixizaa bobeat. 1> understand 1hat Louisiana legislature recently passed >
a stutute, which will create the very first hunting > season for the hobeat. I am urging this commision (o >
delay establishing a permancnt hunting season until a > bocat pupulation density report has been vrdered and >
completed by a freld hiologisi. T am turther concerncd > thal owr natural predacors will be crudicated during >
the establishment uf more hunting seasons. > >

Simeerely,

vVYyYy

N

RIMA MILLIGAN
NASHUA, NUW TTAMPSHIRE
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FROM : LMRFC FAX NO. @ 9856431226 Aug. B6 20883 B7:S6AM P1

Dear members of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission:

I am writing to beg you to delay establishing a permanent hunting season for bobcats until a
population density study has becn completed. As a scientist myself, I believe it is unprofessional
to assume that there is an overpopulation problem without first proving it scientifically. Please do
not allow unnecessary suffering and death without at least first gaining factual evidence that a
problem exists!

Sincerely, -

‘ . . / ’ -
AL paridt 4 %@Z@
Amanda Roberts
23083 Kilgore St

Mandeville, LA 70471
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Dear members of the | ouisiana Wildlfe and Fisheries Commission,

Jam writing in supportof the | ouisiana bobcat. | understand thatthe

| ouisiana lcg’slature recentlg Passec‘ a statute which will create the

very first hunting season for the bobeat. | am urging this commission to
delay establishing a permanent hunﬁng season until a bobcat P‘opu]ation
dcnsitg report has been ordered and comp]etcd bg a field biologist. |am
Furﬂmr concerned that our natural Prcdators will be eradicated d unngt‘be
establ;shmcnt of more hunting seasons. T hank you.

: Sincereig,
i Hamittero
E milie Hamilton

PO Box 52
|_everett, MA 01064



Wednesday, August 06, 2003 8:47 AM Linda Bober 773-445.7152 p.01

Attention: Louisiana Wildlife & Date: 8/6/2003

Company: Number of Pages: 1

Fax Number: 12257650948

Voice Number:

From: Linda Bober

Company: Sun Bronze Bodies, Inc.

Fax Number: 773-445-7152

Voice Number: 773-298-8844

Subject: Bobcat hunts

Comments:

Dear members of the Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission:

| am writing in support of the Louisiana Bobcat. | understand that
Louisiana legislature recently passed a statute, which will create the
very first hunting season for the Bobcat. | am urging this
commission to delay establishing a permanent hunting season until
a Bobcat population density report has been ordered and completed
by a field biologist. | am further concerned that our natural
predators will be eradicated during the establishment of more
hunting seasons. We see all too often how quickly man can drive
.animals to the brink of extinction. Do not allow this travesty to take
place. Thank you in advance for your time. L. Bober
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Avugust 6, 2003

Dear La Wildlife and Fisheries,

I am writing to urge this commission to delay establishing a permanent
hunting season until a bobcat population density report has been ordered and
completed by a field biologist. We need our natural predators in the wild
and hunting them will further upset the balance.

Nancy Tabb Marcantel

1011 Rue Bois de Chene
Breaux Bridge, LA 70517



hug-08-03

09:04am

From-SNL 891/3004 +5058448168 T-553  P.001/001

225-765-0948

Dear members of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission:

I am writing in support of the Louisiana bobcat. [
understand that Lonisiana legislature recently passed
a statute, which will create the very first hunting
scason for the bobcat. 1 am urging this commission to
delay establishing a permanent hunting season until a
bocat population density report has been ordered and
completed by a field biologist. I am further concerned
that our natural predators will be eradicated during
the establishment of more hunting seasons.

Sincerely,
Diana Zelnio

1521 Bowe Lane SW
Alb. NM 87105

F-866



AUG-5-2083

“ Comumnission:

21:38 FROM: TO: 976503948

Dear members of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries

1 am writing in support of the Louisiana bobcat. 1
understand that Louisiana legislature receritly passed
a statute, which will create the very first hunting
season for the bobcat. I am urging this commission to
delay establishing a permanent hunting season until a
bocat population density report has been ordered and
completed by a field biologist. I am further concerned

" that our natural predators will be eradicated during
~ the establishment of more hunting seasons.

.. Sincerely, =~ N : -
_Jeff Brifinfield o

e v




FROM : FAX NO. :5B849492639 Aug. 06 2003 @S:22AM P1

Angust 6, 2003

Dear members of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission:

I am writing in support of the Louisiana hobcat. I understand that
Louisiana legislature recently passed a statute, which will create the
very first hunting season for the bobcat.

I am urging this commission to delay establishing a permanent hunting
aseason until a bobcat population density report has been ordered and
completed by a field biologist. I am further concerned that our natural
predators will be eradicated during the establishment of more hunting

seasons.




DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B)
and R.S. 49:967 (D) of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under
the authority of R.S. 56:115 and Act 1248 of the 2003 Regular
Legislative Session, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby
adopt the following emergency rule.

Properly licensed big game hunters may take a bobcat during
the open deer hunting season. The season limit on bobcats taken by
recreational deer hunters shall be one. Legal shooting hours and
methods of take shall be the same as those for deer in each area of
the state.

This rule shall take effect on September 13, 2003 which
coincides with the opening of the 2003 archery season.

Terry D. Denmon

Chairman



Hawkins, Susan

From: LaCaze, B "Keith"

Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 10:46 AM
To: Hawkins, Susan

Cc: Prickett, Tommy

Subject: RE: Bobcat DE

Susan, the language looks good. The only comment | have is on the season limit of one. If anyone was to ask if the
Enforcement Division can enforce a season limit of one, my answer is no.

----- Original Message-----

From: Hawkins, Susan
Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 10:24 AM
To: LaCaze, B "Keith"

Subject: Bobcat DE

Keith, please review and let me know of any changes.

<< File: Bobcat DE.wpd >>
Thanks,
Susan Hawkins



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLUTION

2003-2004 Fur Trapping Season
adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

R.S. 56:259 (A) authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to set
the open season for the taking of nongame quadrupeds and allows the
Commission to extend, curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of the state
each year, and

R.S. 49:953 (B) and R.S. 49:967 (D) of the Administrative Procedure Act
allows the Commission to use emergency provisions to set seasons, and

Louisiana has historically lead the nation in the production of wild fur
with value to the trappers as high as $24 million in some seasons, and

the harvest of this renewable resource is important in providing
supplemental income to citizens of the state while furnishing an essential
management tool to reduce nuisance wildlife problems, property damage,
the impact of prey species, the incident of density dependent disease and
provide a measure of population health and general condition, and

regulated trapping provides the only practical control of muskrat and
nutria populations, an essential part of any effort to protect or enhance
coastal wetlands. The role of such trapping cannot be overstated because
of the rate of wetland loss and the tmpact that these wetland grazers are
having in southeastern parishes, and

during the 2003-2004 trapping season the department will continue the
Coastwide Nutria Control Program providing an incentive payment of
$4.00 per nutria tail to participants for up to 400,000 nutria with the
objective of reducing damage to coastal wetlands, and

the increased commercial harvest of beaver can play a major role in
assisting in the reduction of damage to timber, agriculture, drainage, and
wildlife habitat, and

historical and current information collected by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries have indicated that the optimum time frame for the harvest
of furbearers is between November and March each year, now



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby
set the 2003-2004 fur harvest season, statewide from November 20, 2003
through March 31, 2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby
grant authority to the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries to extend or shorten the trapping season in any area of the state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 2003-2004 fur
harvest season is attached to and made a part of this resolution.

A e M

erry D. Denmon —Tenkins, Jr., Secrefary
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission La Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries




DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the provisions of R.S.56:259 (A) which authorizes the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission to set the open season for the taking of non-game quadrupeds and
allows the commission to extend, curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of the state each
year and in accordance with emergency provisions of R.S.49:953 (B) and R.S.49:967 (D)
of the Administrative Procedure Act, which allows the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to use emergency provisions to set seasons, the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby set the 2003-2004 fur harvest season, statewide from November
20, 2003 through March 31, 2004. The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby
also authorize the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend or
shorten the adopted season.

Terry D. Denmon
Chairman



MEMORANDUM

TO: Brandt Savoie, Administrator
Bob Love, Assistant Administrator

FROM: Greg Linscombe, Program Manager
DATE: July 21, 2003
RE: RESULTS OF THE 2002-2003 TRAPPING SEASON AND

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2003-2004 TRAPPING SEASON

Results of the 2002-2003 Trapping Season

Records available from the License Section indicate a total of 1,589 trapping
licenses were sold during the 2002-2003 trapping season. These figures show a increase
in trapping licenses sold last season when compared to the previous season (871). This is
the largetst number of trapping licenses sold in the last four years and it is almost double
the trapping licenses sold last year. Part of this increase may have been a result of the
Coastwide Nutria Control Program (CNCP) and significantly higher prices paid for river
otter. Attached is a copy of trapping license sales from the season 1950-51 — through the
2002-2003 season.

Attached is a copy of the 2002-2003 Comparative Take. The total of 327,038
animals harvested (all species) was up 289,458 from the previous season’s total of 37,580.
The total value of the 2002-2003 fur harvest to the state’s trappers was estimated at
$1,581,211. This was up $1,378,600 from the previous season. This increase in harvest
and value was directly related to the incentive payment associated with the Coastwide
Nutria Control Program (CNCP).

Nutria Harvest

The nutria harvest (308,160) increased by 283,477 from the previous season total
of 24,683. The average nutria pelt price paid to trappers during this past season was
$1.38, a decrease of $.37 from the previous year ($1.75). However, an additional $4 was
paid for all nutria taken during the CNCP. The total value of the nutria harvest increased
from $35,066 to $1,232,640.



Coastwide Nutria Control Program

A total of 308,160 nutria tails, worth over 1.2 million dollars in incentive
payments, were collected from 342 participants. One-hundred sixteen participants (34%)
turned in less than 200 tails, 86 participants (25%) turned in between 200-499 tails, 35
participants (10%) turned in between 500 and 799 tails and 105 participants (31%) turned
in over 800 tails. There were 22 parishes represented in the program with harvests
ranging from 39 to 92,831. Approximately 90% of the harvest came from the southeast
portion of Louisiana and the main method of harvest was by shooting with a rifle. Overall,
the percentage for each method of taking nutria was 34% trapping, 63% shooting with a
rifle and 3% taken with a shotgun. February was the most active month for tail collections
(91,917), while December (22,652) was the least active month (see CNCP Report,
CWPPRA Project LA-03b).

Vegetative Damage Caused By Nutria

In summer 2003, a coastwide aerial survey was conducted covering the coastal
parishes of Louisiana. A total of 100 sites were visted, of which 10 were new in 2003 and
90 were previously classified as damaged in the 2002 survey. Out of the 90 sites
previously identified as having nutria damage, 74 were identified as still having visible
nutria herbivory impacts and 16 sites were classified as recovered. The following
discussion will detail the 84 sites that currently have nutria damage.

A total of 21,888 (extrapolated to 82,080 coast wide) acres were impacted by
nutria feeding activity along the transects (Table 6) as compared to 21,185 acres in 2002.
Of the 84 sites showing impact, Terrebonne Parish contained 34 sites (40 %) and 12,521
damaged acres (57 %). Lafourche Parish had a decrease in acreage this year and
accounted for 7 sites (8 %) and 610 acres (3%) of damaged marsh. Ten sites (12 %) and
1,805 acres (8%) were located in Jefferson Parish, down from previous years.
Plaquemines Parish had the most dramatic increase in acres impacted of all the parishes.
Plaquemines accounted for 13 sites (15 %) and 2,540 acres (12 %). St. Bernard Parish
had only 5 sites (6%) with 918 acres (4%) impacted. Smaller amounts of damaged
wetlands were located in St. Charles, St. Tammany and Orleans parishes. As in 2002
Terrebonne, Jefferson, and Plaquemines, continue to be the parishes most affected by
nutria herbivory.

While there was a slight increase in impacted acreage from 2002 to 2003, the
overall damage shifted from 78% (16,506 acres) classified as moderate to severe in 2002
to only 60% (13,083 acres) classified as moderate to severe in 2003. It was generally
observed that the overall health of the marsh in 2003 was improved from 2002. This
improved condition and decreased severity of nutria damage can not specifically be
attributed to the CNCP because damage severity differences were not detected between
harvested and unharvested areas. LDWF continues to predict that three to four years of
sustained harvest would be necessary to produce a noticeable reduction in nutria damage.
(see CNCP Report, CWPPRA Project LA-03b).

Fur Marketing



During this past year the Fur and Refuge Division staff continued to work closely
with the Fur and Alligator Advisory Council (FAAC) on education and marketing
programs for fur and alligators.

Last year the FAAC concentrated on marketing programs built around the
development of new products. Louisiana nutria and raccoon pelts have been changed
through processing to create a finished skin and garment completely different in
appearance. The Council continued to contract with a Montreal consultant to work with
designers and manufacturers to demonstrate how to use these new furs in today’s
fashionable garments and accessories. The task of finding new markets for the state’s furs
is difficult, but the alternative is coastal vegetative damage from nutria, not to mention the
loss of supplemental income to trappers. All fur dealers working with this consultant were
successful in selling all of the furs purchased during the season.

Raccoon Harvest

In past years the raccoon harvest was the third most important in terms of value.
This past season the harvest has increased from the previous year. The harvest of raccoon
increased from 6,198 to 11,167 pelts even though the price paid to trappers decreased
from $3.08 to $2.86. The total value of this harvest increased from $19,089 to $31,938.

River Otter Harvest

Again this past season the most important fur in terms of price to the trapper was
river otter. Harvest increased from 2,579 the previous year to 3,932 last season. Average
price increased from $50 to $59 per pelt, for a total value of $232,342. The river otter
harvest is likely to stabilize or increase with the Coastwide Nutria Control Program with
many more trappers in the marsh and the high prices paid for river otter.

Beaver Harvest

Beaver harvest this past season was 1,445 pelts with an average price of $2.52
paid to trappers. Harvest was down 1,361 from the previous year (2,806) as a result of a
reduction of $1.48 per pelt below the previous price of $4. Harvest of beaver is very
beneficial in the control of timber, agricultural and road damage throughout the state.

Other Furbearers

Harvest of muskrat continued to be unbelievably low with only 438 pelts reported.
Muskrat populations were down across most of the coast with the exception of the Biloxi
marsh in St Bernard Parish and Marsh Island Refuge in Iberia Parish. These two areas had
vegetative damage as a result of overpopulation. Marsh Island Refuge had the highest
population observed in 30 years. Muskrat populations were reduced on these two areas as
a result of Hurricane Lili. It is fortunate that only these two areas had high populations
and damage since the price paid for muskrats was only $1.00 and very few good muskrat
trappers are left.

Recommendations for the 2683-2004 Trapping Season



Last year’s season dates (statewide) were November 20, 2002— March 31,
2003. These dates were discussed at the June 10, 2003 Fur and Alligator Advisory
Council meeting and there was general agreement to keep the dates the same as last year.
These dates allow trappers to start when various furbearers become prime and are
abundant and they can sell fur if prices are reasonable. Our objective is to allow the
maximum possible trapping opportunity to increase harvest, especially of nutria, beaver,
and raccoon.

The 2003-2004 Trapping Season dates recommended for this year are:

November 20, 2003 — March 31, 2004; Statewide. Bobcat and river otter
tagging requirements will remain unchanged. Federal approval to export bobcat and river
otter from the United States requires that the department insure that only Louisiana bobcat
and river otter are tagged with Louisiana CITES export tags. This requires that all bobcat
and river otter pelts be accompanied by completed State Possession Tags once purchased
from a trapper and that these tags be kept with the pelts until they are submitted to the
department in exchange from CITES export tags. The recommended trapping season
dates on WMA’s will be listed in the 2003-2004 Trapping Season Pamphlet.



1950-51
1951-52
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LOUISIANA

NO. OF TRAPPERS LICENSED BY YEAR
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COMPARATIVE TAKE OF FUR ANIMALS

IN LOUISIANA
2002-2003

SPECIES NUMBER OF PELTS APPROX. PRICE VALUE
NUTRIA(Eastern) 26,284 $1.29 $ 33,906
NUTRIA(Western) 20,758 $ 1.50 $ 31,137
47,042 $ 138 $ 64918
*CNCP *%* 308,160 $ 4.00 **x $1,232,640
MUSKRAT 438 $ 1.00 $ 438
RACCOON 11,167 $ 2.86 $ 31,938
MINK 704 $ 4.47 $ 3,147
OPOSSUM 227 5§ 54 $ 123
RIVER OTTER 3,932 $ 59.09 $ 232,342
RED FOX 33 $ 14.64 h) 483
GRAY FOX 330 $ 7.99 $ 2,637
BOBCAT 516 $17.10 $ 8824
BEAVER 1,445 $ 252 $ 3,641
COYOTE 86 $ 734 3 631
TOTAL PELTS 65,920 TOTAL PELT VALUE $ 349,122
TOTAL ANIMALS (CNCP) 327,038 TOTAL VALUE $ 1,581,211

* Coastwide Nutria Control Program (CNCP) incentive payment $4.00 per tail to
participating trappers

** CNCP number of animals harvested
***CNCP Total value of payments

July 16, 2003

La. Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries

2415 Darnall Road
New Iberia, LA



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

RESOLUTION

2003 Fall Shrimp Season Opening
adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August 6, 2003

R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to fix no less than two open shrimp seasons
each calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

R.S. 56:497 provides that shrimp season openings shall be
based on biological and technical data which indicate
that marketable shrimp, in sufficient quantities, are
available for harvest, and

R.S. 56:498 provides that the minimum legal possession
count on saltwater white shrimp shall average no more
than 100 whole specimens to the pound (100 count per
pound), except during the time period from October
fifteenth through the third Monday in December when there
shall be no possession count, and

historical and current biological sampling conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated
that white shrimp in Shrimp Management Zones 2 and 3 will
average 100 count per pound minimum size or larger by
early August and white shrimp in Shrimp Management Zone
1 will average 100 count per pound minimum size or larger
by mid August, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with public
notification provisions specified in R.S. 56:497, the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby opens the 2003
fall shrimp season in inside waters in Shrimp Management
Zone 1 at official sunrise August 18, 2003 and in Shrimp
Management Zones 2 and 3 at official sunrise August 11,
2003.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does

hereby fix the closing dates for the 2003 Fall Shrimp
Season in inside waters at official sunset December 16,
2003 in Zones 2 and 3, and official sunset December 31,
2003 in Zone 1, except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds,
as described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D),
which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m., March 31, 2004.
The Commission also grants authority to the Secretary of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the
closing dates if biological or technical data indicate



the need to do so or if enforcement problems develop and
to close and reopen all or parts of state outside waters
if significant numbers of small white shrimp are found in
these waters.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 2003
Fall Shrimp Season in Louisiana state inside waters is
at hed to and made a part of this resolution.

e

erry D{/Denmon Chairman 7 Jenkins,”Jr.,Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries épartment of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries




DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open
seasons each year for all or part of inside waters and shall have
the authority to open or close outside waters, the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 2003 Fall Shrimp Season in
Louisiana waters to open as follows:

Shrimp Management Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana’s inside
waters from the Mississippi-Louisiana State line to the eastern
shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River, to open at official
sunrise August 18, 2003, and

Shrimp Management Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana’s inside
waters from the eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi
River to the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at
Marsh Island, to open at official sunrise August 11, 2003, and

Shrimp Management Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana’s inside
waters from the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass
at Marsh Island to the Louisiana-Texas state line, to open at
official sunrise August 11, 2003.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 2003

Fall Inshore Shrimp Season in Zone 2 and Zone 3 at official sunset



December 16, 2003, and Zone 1 at official sunset December 31, 2003
except in the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as
described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D) which shall remain
open until 6:00 a.m., March 31, 2004. The Commission also grants
authority to the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries to change the closing dates if biological and technical
data indicate the need to do so or if enforcement problems develop
and to close and reopen all or parts of state outside waters if
significant numbers of small white shrimp are found in these
waters.
Terry D. Denmon

Chairman



RESOLUTION

ESTABLISHMENT OF DESIGNATED TEMPORARY NATURAL REEF

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

August 6, 2003

R.S. 56:6(12) provides that the Commission shall, through
its Secretary, improve, enlarge, and protect the natural
oyster reefs of this state as conditions may warrant, and

R.S. 56:433 provides that the Department may designate
from which natural reefs oysters may be fished, and

oyster leases were purchased or relocated pursuant to
R.S. 56:432.1 in a portion of Little Lake and nearby
waterbottoms in Jefferson and Lafourche Parishes, and

the waterbottoms in that portion of Little Lake and
vicinity in Jefferson and Lafourche Parishes have been
reported to contain oysters of harvestable size and
guantity, and

due to the anticipated operation of the Davis Pond
Freshwater Diversion structure, the oyster resource in
this area is in imminent peril of being irretrievably
lost.

BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries establish a
designated temporary natural reef in the waterbottoms of
Little Lake and vicinity - Jefferson and Lafourche
Parishes 1in the area described in the attached
Declaration of Emergency which is attached to and made a
part of this resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary
steps on behalf of the Commission to effectuate this
Declaration of Emergency, including but not limited to

the preparation of reports and correspondence to other
zzféj ies of government.

1/ /4%

Cj:;;;ryIM7Denmon, Chairman géﬁg%Zﬁ//Jenkins,fﬁr.,Secretary

Wildlife and Fisheries epartment of Wildlife and.
Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with emergency provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) and in accordance with R.S. 56:6(12)
and R.S. 56:433, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries declare and designate those
waterbottoms of Little Lake and vicinity in Jefferson and Lafourche
Parishes more specifically described below to be a designated
temporary natural reef.

The oyster resource located on this designated reef may be
irretrievably lost due to the anticipated operation of the Davis
Pond Freshwater Diversion structure, which poses imminent peril to
the welfare of the people of the state as a result of the permanent
and irreplaceable loss of this natural resource and the resulting
loss of economic benefit to the oyster industry. Inasmuch as the
Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion is anticipated to resume normal
operations within 12 months, standard rulemaking procedures and
timeframes would leave little, 1if any, time for an orderly and
efficient harvest of this resource. Therefore, the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
do hereby declare the waterbottoms of Little Lake and vicinity in
Jefferson and Lafourche parishes as described below a designated
temporary natural reef:

Beginning at the point on the western bank of the Barataria

Waterway, latitude of 29° 34’ 40" North, longitude 90° 03' 35.070"



West; thence southerly along the western bank of the Barataria
Waterway to a point, latitude 29° 30' 27.226" North, longitude 90°
01' 25.438" West; thence southwesterly to a point, latitude 29° 26"
37.361" North, longitude 90° 07' 26.119" West; thence northwesterly
to a point, latitude 29° 28' 50.000" North, longitude 90° 11'
40.000" West; thence North to a point, latitude 29° 34' 40.000"
North, longitude 90° 11' 40.000" West; thence East to the point of
beginning.

All statutes, regulations, and policies pertaining to the use
of public oyster grounds will be in force in this temporary natural
reef with the exception of any additional mitigation requirements
levied from time to time for construction, oil and gas exploration,
or pipeline construction activities.

This Declaration of Emergency will become effective on
September 3, 2003, and shall remain in effect for the maximum
period allowed under the Administrative Procedure Act or until
revocation by the Commission and the Department.

Terry D. Denmon

Chairman



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

LRHEUR L DATE
Burks :  _PDB Yo/o3
RESOLUTION Bowpels 5408

2003/2004 Season on the Public Oyster csten,
August 6, 2003

2525

R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds

may be fished starting on the first Wednesday following
Labor Day which in 2003 is September 3, and

the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds,
Seed Reservations, and Tonging Areas” have been surveyed
and the available supply and size variation has been
determined, and

R.S. 56:433(B.2) mandates a sacking only area on the
Public Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plagquemines and St. Bernard Parishes, and

the Commission has considered the recommendations of the -

Louisiana Oyster Task Force as provided for in R.S.
56:433(B.1),now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the following
areas will open one-half hour before sunrise on September
3, 2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds
not currently under lease located in the Bay Gardene
Oyster Seed Reservation and the designated temporary
natural reef in Little Lake and vicinity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the following

areas will open one-half hour before sunrise on September
10, 2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the primary public seed grounds east of
the Mississippi River bordered on the north by the
Louisiana/Mississippi state line and on the south by the
Mississippi River and North Pass including that portion
of Lake Borgne as described in LAC 76:VII.513, the
sacking only area of the public grounds which 1is
generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from
Mozambique Point to Point Gardner to Grace Point at the
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and the Hackberry Bay
Oyster Seed Reservation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the Bay Junop

Public Oyster Seed Reservation will open one-half hour
before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and will close one-
half hour after sunset on September 16, 2003 in the
northern portion of the bay only as determined by the

traditional November/February Department of Health and



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

RESOLUTION
2003/2004 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
August 6, 2003

R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be fished starting on the first Wednesday following
Labor Day which in 2003 is September 3, and

the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds,
Seed Reservations, and Tonging Areas” have been surveyed
and the available supply and size variation has been
determined, and

R.S. 56:433(B.2) mandates a sacking only area on the
Public Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes, and

the Commission has considered the recommendations of the -
Louisiana Oyster Task Force as provided for in R.S.
56:433(B.1),now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the following
areas will open one-half hour before sunrise on September
3, 2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds
not currently under lease located in the Bay Gardene
Oyster Seed Reservation and the designated temporary
natural reef in Little Lake and vicinity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the following

areas will open one-half hour before sunrise on September
10, 2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the primary public seed grounds east of
the Mississippi River bordered on the north by the
Louisiana/Mississippi state line and on the south by the
Mississippi River and North Pass including that portion
of Lake Borgne as described in LAC 76:VII.513, the
sacking only area of the public grounds which 1is
generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from
Mozambique Point to Point Gardnex to Grace Point at the
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and the Hackberry Bay
Oyster Seed Reservation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the Bay Junop

Public Oyster Seed Reservation will open one-half hour
before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and will close one-
half hour after sunset on September 16, 2003 in the
northern portion of the bay only as determined by the
traditional November/February Department of Health and



BE

BE

BE

BE

BE

BE

Hospital seasonal classification line which begins on the
eastern shoreline of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 14’ 03" N,
longitude 91° 02’ 37" W and follows a westerly line to
the western shoreline of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 13’
407" N, longitude 91° 03’ 31” W, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the Sister
(Caillou) Lake Public Oyster Seed Reservation will open
for harvest of seed and sack oysters one-half hour before
sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-half hour
after sunset on November 18, 2003, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that under the authority of R.S. 56:435.1
the season for the Calcasieu Lake public tonging area
will open one-half hour before sunrise on October 15,
2003 and will remain open until one-half hour after
sunset on April 30, 2004. However, these conservation
actions will not supercede public health closures, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following areas will remain closed
for the 2003/2004 oyster season: the Public Oyster Seed
Grounds located in portions of Lake Mechant, Lake
Tambour, Lake Chien, Lake Felicity, Deep Lake, and
Barataria Bay (as described in LAC 76:VII.517), the
Atchafalaya-Vermilion Bay Public Oyster Seed Grounds as
described in LAC 76:VII.507 and 509, and the Sabine Lake
Public Tonging Area, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring or to delay the season or close areas where
significant spat catch has occurred with good probability
of survival, or where it 1is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, or if
enforcement problems are encountered, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action to reopen areas previously closed if the threat to
the resource has ended or may open areas if substantial
oyster resources are located, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying,
or closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the
2003/2004 oyster season on the Public Oyster Grounds,
Reservations, and Tonging Areas is attached to and made

this resolution.

C;;;;y D4/ Denmon, Chairman Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and

Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967 (D), and under
the authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1 notice is hereby
given that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby
declares:

The oyster season in the following areas will open one-half
hour before sunrise on September 3, 2003 and will close one-half
hour after sunset on April 1, 2004: the Louisiana Public Oyster
Seed Grounds not currently under lease located in the Bay Gardene
Oyster Seed Reservation and the designated temporary natural reef
in Little Lake and vicinity.

The oyster season in the following areas will open one-half
hour before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-half hour
after sunset on April 1, 2004: the primary public seed grounds
east of the Mississippi River bordered on the north by the
Louisiana/Mississippi state 1line and on the south by the
Mississippi River and North Pass including that portion of Lake
Borgne as described in LAC 76:VII.513, the sacking only area of the
public grounds which is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to
a line from Mozambique Point to Point Gardner to Grace Point at the
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed

Reservation.



The oyster season in the Bay Junop Public Oyster Seed
Reservation will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3,
2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on September 9, 2003
in the northern portion of the bay only as determined by the
traditional November/February Department of Health and Hospital
seasonal classification line which begins on the eastern shoreline
of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 14’ 03” N, longitude 91° 02’ 37” W and
follows a westerly line to the western shoreline at latitude 29°
13’ 40" N, longitude 91° 03’ 31" W,

The oyster season in the Sister (Caillou)} Lake Public Oyster
Seed Reservation will open for harvest of seed and sack oysters
one-half hour before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-
half hour after sunset on November 18, 2003.

The season for the Calcasieu Lake public tonging area will
open one-half hour before sunrise on October 15, 2003 and will
remain open until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 2004.
However, these conservation actions will not supercede public
health closures.

The following areas will remain closed for the 2003/2004
oyster season: the Public Oyster Seed Grounds located in portions
of Lake Mechant, Lake Tambour, Lake Chien, Lake Felicity, Deep
Lake, and Barataria Bay (as described in LAC 76:VII.517), the
Atchafalaya-Vermilion Bay Public Oyster Seed Grounds as described
in LAC 76:VII.507 and 509, and the Sabine Lake Public Tonging Area.

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is



authorized to take emergency action as necessary to close areas if
oyster mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it 1is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, or if enforcement
problems are encountered.

The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to reopen
areas previously closed if the threat to the resource has ended, or
may open areas if substantial oyster resources are located.

Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season will be
made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such action.

Terry D. Denmon

Chairman
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

RESOLUTION
2003/2004 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
August 6, 2003

R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be fished starting on the first Wednesday following
Labor Day which in 2003 is September 3, and

the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds,
Seed Reservations, and Tonging Areas” have been surveyed
and the available supply and size variation has been
determined, and

R.S. 56:433(B.2) mandates a sacking only area on the
Public Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plaguemines and St. Bernard Parishes, and

the Commission has considered the recommendations of the
Louisiana Oyster Task Force as provided for in R.S.
56:433(B.1),now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the following
areas will open one-half hour before sunrise on September
3, 2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds
not currently under lease located in the Bay Gardene
Oyster Seed Reservation and the designated temporary
natural reef in Little Lake and vicinity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the following

areas will open one-half hour before sunrise on September
10, 2003 and will close one-half hour after sunset on
April 1, 2004: the primary public seed grounds east of
the Mississippi River bordered on the north by the
Louisiana/Mississippi state line and on the south by the
Mississippi River and North Pass including that portion
of Lake Borgne as described in LAC 76:VII.513, the
sacking only area of the public grounds which 1is
generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from
Mozambigque Point to Point Gardner to Grace Point at the
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and the Hackberry Bay
Oyster Seed Reservation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the Bay Junop

Public Oyster Seed Reservation will open one-half hour
before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and will close one-
half hour after sunset on September 16, 2003 in the
northern portion of the bay only as determined by the
traditional November/February Department of Health and



Hospital seasonal classification line which begins on the
eastern shoreline of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 14’ 03” N,
longitude 91° 02’ 37” W and follows a westerly line to
the western shoreline of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 13’
40” N, longitude 91° 03’ 31” W.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the oyster season in the Sister
{(Caillou)} Lake Public Oyster Seed Reservation will open
for harvest of seed oysters only one-half hour before
sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-half hour
after sunset on September 21, 2003, and open for harvest
of seed and sack oysters one-half hour before sunrise on
September 22, 2003 and close one-half hour after sunset
on November 30, 2003.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that under the authority of R.S. 56:435.1
the season for the Calcasieu Lake public tonging area
will open one-~half hour before sunrise on October 15,
2003 and will remain open until one-half hour after
sunset on April 30, 2004. However, these conservation
actions will not supercede public health closures.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following areas will remain closed
for the 2003/2004 oyster season: the Public Oyster Seed
Grounds located in portions of Lake Mechant, Lake
Tambour, Lake Chien, Lake Felicity, Deep Lake, and
Barataria Bay (as described in LAC 76:VII.517), the
Atchafalaya-Vermilion Bay Public Oyster Seed Grounds as
described in LAC 76:VII.507 and 509, and the Sabine Lake
Public Tonging Area.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring or to delay the season or close areas where
significant spat catch has occurred with good probability
of survival, or where it is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, or if
enforcement problems are encountered.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency
action to reopen areas previously closed if the threat to
the resource has ended or may open areas if substantial
oyster resources are located.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying,
or closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the
2003/2004 oyster season on the Public Oyster Grounds,
Reservations, and Tonging Areas is attached to and made
part of this resclution.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and

Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967 (D), and under
the authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1 notice is hereby
given that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby
dgclares:

The oyster season in the following areas will open one-half
hour before sunrise on September 3, 2003 and will close one-half
hour after sunset on April 1, 2004: the Louisiana Public Oyster
Seed Grounds not currently under lease located in the Bay Gardene
Oyster Seed Reservation and the designated temporary natural reef
in Little Lake énd vicinity.

The oyster season in the following areas will open one-half
hour before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-half hour
after sunset on April 1, 2004: the primary public seed grounds
east of the Mississippi River bordered on the north by the
Louisiana/Mississippi state 1line and on the south by the
Mississippli River and North Pass including that portion of Lake
Borgne as described in LAC 76:VII.513, the sacking only area of the
public grounds which is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to
a line from Mozambigque Point to Point Gardner to Grace Point at the

Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed

Reservation.



The oyster season 1in the Bay Junop Public Oyster Seed
Reservation will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 10,
2003 and will close 6ne—half hour after sunset on September 16,
2003 in the northern portion of the bay only as determined by the
traditional November/February Department of Health and Hospital
seasonal classification line which begins on the eastern shoreline
of Bay Junop at latitude 29° 14’ 03” N, longitude 91° 02" 37” W and
follows a westerly line to the western shoreline at latitude 29°
137 40”7 N, longitude 91° 03’ 31" W.

The oyster season in the Sister (Caillou) Lake Public Oyster
Seed Reservation will open for harvest of seed oysters only one-
half hour before sunrise on September 10, 2003 and close one-half
hour after sunset on September 21, 2003, and open for harvest of
seed and sack oysters one-half hour before sunrise on September 22,
2003 and close one-half hour after sunset on November 30, 2003.

The season for the Calcasieu Lake public tonging area will
open one-half hour before sunrise on October 15, 2003 and will
remain open until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 2004.
However, these conservation actions will not supercede public
health closures.

The following areas will remain closed for the 2003/2004
oyster season: the Public Oyster Seed Grounds located in portions
of Lake Mechant, Lake Tambour, Lake Chien, Lake Felicity, Deep
Lake, and Barataria Bay (as described in LAC 76:VII.517), the

Atchafalaya-Vermilion Bay Public Oyster Seed Grounds as described



in LAC 76:VII.507 and 509, and the Sabine Lake Public Tonging Area.

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take emergency action as necessary to close areas if
oyster mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it 1is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, or if enforcement
problems are encountered.

The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to reopen
areas previously closed if the threat to the resource has ended, or
may open areas if substantial oyster resources are located.

Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season will be
made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such action.

Terry D. Denmon

Chairman



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

RESOLUTION
ABANDONED CRAB TRAP REMOVAL PROGRAM

August 6, 2003

Act 48 (R.S. 56:332) of the 2003 Regular Legislative
Session authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
to establish a program for the removal of abandoned crab
traps from state-owned lake and river beds and other
water bottoms of the state, and

R.S. 56:332 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to provide for a prohibition on the use of
crab traps and for the removal of abandoned traps and
their disposal, and

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall specify the
beginning and ending dates for the prohibition on the use
of crab traps, shall specify the geographical area within
which the use of crab traps shall be prohibited, shall
specify who is authorized to remove the abandoned traps,
now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby adopt a notice of intent to
implement a rule for an abandoned crab trap removal
program and for two crab trap closures which is attached
to and made a part of this resolution. ~

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

does hereby promulgate a notice of intent which describes
the abandoned crab trap removal program which will become
effective upon promulgation.

"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

authorizes the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries to designate the locations where removed
and abandoned traps are to be placed for disposal.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary
steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and
effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule,
including, but not limited to, the filing of the family



and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports
and corrxespondence to other agencies of government.

{ /
//
erry D¢ Denmon, Chairman Ja Jenkins, Jr.,Secretary

Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice
of its intent to promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VII.367, which provides
for a derelict crab trap removal program. Authority to establish
these regulations is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:332(M).
Said rule is attached and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. PFish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery
§367. Removal of Abandoned Crab Traps

A. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited for a 1lé-day
period from 6:00 a.m., February 28, 2004 through 6:00 a.m., March
14, 2004 within that portion of Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes
as described below:

1. From a point originating from the southern boundary
of the Pointe-aux-Chenes Wildlife Management Area at the South
Lafourche Hurricane Protection Levee, thence west along the
southern boundary of the Pointe-aux-Chenes Wildlife Management Area
to the Humble Canal, thence west along the northern shoreline of
Humble Canal to its intersection with Bayou Terrebonne, thence
south along the western shoreline of Bayou Terrebonne to its

intersection with Bush Canal, thence west along the northern



shoreline of Bush Canal to its intersection with Bayou Little
Caillou, thence north along the eastern shoreline of Bayou Little
Caillou to the Gulf South/South Coast Natural Gas Pipeline in
Chauvin, thence northwest along the Gulf South/South Coast Natural
Gas Pipeline to LA Highway 57, thence south and then southeast
along LA Highway 57 to its intersection with LA Highway 56, thence
south along LA Highway 56 to latitude 29°17'00”N, thence east along
latitude 29°17'00”N to LA Highway 1, thence north along LA Highway
1 to the South Lafourche Hurricane Protection Levee, thence north
along the South Lafourche Hurricane Protection Levee and
terminating at the southern boundary of the Pointe-aux-Chenes
Wildlife Management Area.

B. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited in a portion of
Vermilion and Cote Blanche Bays as described later for a l4-day
period beginning at 6:00 a.m. five days prior to the opening of the
2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion and Cote Blanche
Bays and ending at 6:00 a.m. nine days following the opening of the
2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion and Cote Blanche
Bays. In the event that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
approves opening the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion
and Cote Blanche Bays before a five-day minimum notice can be
provided for the crab trap closure, then the use of crab traps
shall be prohibited for a nine-day period beginning at 6:00 a.m. on
the opening of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion

and Cote Blanche Bays and ending at 6:00 a.m. nine days following



the opening of the 2004 Spring inshore sh;imp season in Vermilion
and Cote Blanche Bays. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited
in Vermilion and Cote Blanche Bays within that portion of
Vermilion, Iberia, and St. Mary Parishes as described below:

1. From a point originating from Cypremort Point on
Vermilion Bay, thence north along the shoreline of Vermilion Bay to
its intersection with the Acadiana Navigational Channel, thence
southwest along the Acadiana Navigational Channel red bﬁoy line to
the red navigational marker number 12 on the Marsh Island shoreline
near Southwest Pass, thence east along the shoreline of Marsh
Island to longitude 91°%7/00”W, thence north along longitude
91%7'00”W to the shoreline of West Cote Blanche Bay, thence west
along the northern shoreline of West Cote Blanche Bay and
terminating at Cypremort Point.

C. All crab traps remaining in the closed areas during the
specified periods shall be considered abandoned. For the winter
closure only, crab traps may be removed only between one-half
before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. Anyone is authorized
to remove these abandoned crab traps from within the closed areas.
All traps removed shall be transported to disposal sites designated
by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. No person removing
traps from the designated closed areas shall retain these traps
outside of the closed areas.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

56:332 (M) .



HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, and Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 29:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the family
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of intent
and final rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the
proposed rule to Martin Bourgeois, Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Marine Fisheries Division, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA
70898-9000, prior to Friday, October 3, 2003.

Iﬁ accordance with Act No. 1183 of 1999, the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding
Notice of Intent. This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(8).'

Terry D. Denmon

Chairman
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SCHEDULE FOR FINAL RULES TO BE PUBLISHED IN STATE REGISTER

SEPT-03 ’ RULE - Rules of the Road for Vessels
NOV-03 RULE - 2004 Turkey Season
RULE - Responsibilities and Powers of

Enforcement Officers

RULE - Establishment of an Oyster Harvest Area
Grid System



MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT

PERIOD NO. CASES
ASSESSED
FISCAL YEAR 1993-94
July, 1993 25
Aug., 1993 53
Sept., 1993 42
Oct., 1993 49
Nov., 1993 57
Dec., 1993 53
Jan., 1994 38
Feb., 1994 68
Mar., 1994 38
April, 1994 14
May, 1994 10
June, 1994 29
Total FY 1994 476
FISCAL YEAR 1994-95
July, 1994 17
Aug., 1994 41
Sept., 1994 34
Oct., 1994 94
Nov., 1994 43
Dec., 1994 68
Jan., 1995 55
Feb., 1995 70
Mar., 1995 31
Apr., 1995 13
May., 1995 23
June 1995 45
Total FY 1995 534
FICAL YEAR 1995-96
July, 1995 : 0
Aug., 1995 46
Sept., 1995 1
Oct., 1995 122
Nov., 1995 55
Dec., 1995 50
Jan., 1996 49
Feb., 1996 50
Mar., 1996 33
Apr., 1996 30
May., 1996 23
June 1996 50
Total FY 1996 509
FISCAL YEAR 1996-97
July, 1996 - 40
Aug., 1996 ’ 32
Sept., 1996 41
Qct., 1996 29
Nov., 1996 20
Dec., 1996 13
Jan., 1997 27
Feb., 1997 47
Mar., 1997 26
Apr., 1997 10
May., 1997 ' 20
June 1997 5
Total FY 1997 . 310
FICAL YEAR 1997 - 98
July, 1997 10
Aug., 1997 14
Sept., 1997 29
Oct., 1997 12
Nov., 1997 23
Dec., 1997 25
Jan., 1998 42
Feb., 1998 37
Mar., 1998 9

AMOUNT

$21,039.00
$44,922.00
$137,635.00
$21,471.00
$31,207.00
$13,777.00
$18,918.00
$38,131.00
$22,739.00
$44,732.00
$4,504.00
$26,167.00

$425,242.00

$2,127.00
$96,403.00
$14,614.00
$17,426.00
$103.592.00
$31,400.00
$27,601.00
$61,119.00
$25,072.00
$15,353.00
$11,632.00
$31,008.00

$437,347.00

$0.00
$17,425.00
$125.00
$206,244.00
$23,124.00
$18,607.26
-$13,814.88
$14,716.97
$24,936.91
$11,006.66
$7,989.34

" $22,151.31

$360,141.33

$71,894.13
$5.362.64
$7,210.00
$11,092.53
$10,009.10
$238,466.04
$11,755.22
$18,520.87
$13,434.02
$2,908.87
$11,682.70
$8,036.58

$410,372.70

$2,811.71
$8,741.30
$19,926.37
$4,716.81
$54,965.34
$36,881.09
$30,025.81
$31,164.95
$13,273.45

($9,778.00)

($1,137.00)
($17,938.00)
($11,282.00)
($13,260.00)

($8,238.00)
($2,482.00)
($1,404.00)

($165.00)
($2,986.00)

{368,670.00)

($335.00)
($3,035.00)
($14,002.00)
($8,677.00)

{$26,049.00)

($15,296.45)

($15,296.45)

$0.00

CREDIT FOR  NO. CASES
ASSESSED SALE GOODS

29
41
35
40
32
27
32
46
51
27

7
12

379

8

8
12
23
10
15
17
29
32

AMOUNT

PAID

$4,855.00
$7,950.00
$6,783.00
$3,285.00
$3,053.00
$6,507.00
$4,423.00
$9,124.00
$10,854.00
$7.,307.00
$5.447.00
$1,886.00

$71,474.00

$2,101.00
$1,010.00
$2,596.00
$2,922.00

- $3,992.00

$4,315.00
$7,493.00
$6,472.00
$8,315.00
$3,565.00
$4,315.00
$2,630.00

$49,726.00

$9,028.00
$3,093.00
$2,720.00
$10,151.00
$4,780.66
$5,296.51
$6,777.53
$6,035.12
$7,173.12
$3,941.69
$2,790.02

$60,786.65

$5.249.93
$6,264.59
$2,259.96
$3,697.89
$1,624.63
$5,877.18
$4,393.30
$8,5790.84
$4,999.59
$2,322.88
$5,198.91
$2,335.24

$52,793.94

$1,684.67
$1.486.49
$2,051.78
$3,184.83
$2,424.86
$4,376.97
$56,300.40
$22,961.69
$9,406.56

DISCOUNTS

- TAKEN

PERCENT

PERCENT

DOLLARS PAID CASES PAID

$2,545.00

$3,603.00
$3,048.00
$1,519.00
$2,845.00
$6.713.00
$2,831.00
$5,993.00
$6,796.00
$4,632.00
$3,808.00
$1,214.00

$45,547.00

$1,437.00

$605.00
$2,342.00
$3,179.00
$2,803.00
$2,329.00
$4,921.00
$3,973.00
$4,737.00
$1,538.00

$654.00
$1,025.00

$29,543.00

$1,729.00
$2,049.00
$1.161.00
$6,383.00
$2,802.76
$3,472.89
$3,416.91
$3.421.75
$2,711.54
$2,020.29
$1,182.23

$30,350.37

$2,947.96
$3,783.69
$1,326.58
$2,261.98

$698.02
$2,121.63
$2,377.08
$5,552.63
$2,757.67
$1,298.66
$1,399.21

$765.34

$27,290.36

$823.11

$779.14
$1,278.04
$2,063.89
$1,218.28
$2,775.66
$3,533.66
$8,501.18
$4,371.53

27.5%

18.1%

25.3%

19.5%

79.6%

70.0%

70.1%

92.9%



Apr., 1998 10
May., 1998 0
June 1998 5
Total FY 1998 216
FICAL YEAR 1998 - 99

July, 1998 9
Aug., 1998 10
Sept., 1998 8
Oct., 1998 22
Nov., 1998 19
Dec., 1998 23
Jan., 1999 41
Feb., 1999 45
Mar., 1999 15
Apr., 1999 9
May., 1999 5
June 19998 7
Total FY 1999 213
FISCAL YEAR 1999-2000

July, 1999 5
Aug., 1999 10
Sept., 1999 6
Oct., 1999 11
Nov., 1999 14
Dec., 1999 24
Jan., 2000 49
Feb., 2000 21
Mar., 2000 19
Apr,, 2000 12
May,.2000 7
June, 2000 . 16
Total FY 2000 194
FISCAL YEAR 2000-01

July, 2000 2
Aug.,2000 20
Sept.,2000 12
Oct.,2000 18
Nov.2000 13
Dec., 2000 40
Jan., 2001 28
Feb., 2001 35
Mar., 2001 8
Apr. 2001 20
May 2001 4
June 2001 . 3
Total FY 2001 - 203
FISCAL YEAR 2001-02

July, 2001 4
Aug., 2001 6
Sept., 2001 0
QOct., 2001 15
Nov., 2001 15
Dec., 2001 36
Jan., 2002 56
Feb., 2002 ’ 27
Mar., 2002 8
Apr., 2002 20
May, 2002 - 3
June, 2002 3
Total FY 2002 193
FISCAL YEAR 2002-03

July, 2002 8
Aug., 2002 12
Sept., 2002 6
Oct., 2002 24
Nov., 2002 21
Dec., 2002 32

$5,628.21
$225.00
$2,414.03

$210,774.07

$1,390.43
$2,240.70
$2,768.96
$28,704.85
$9,137.79
$11,959.10
$21,179.55
$26,236.24
$7,549.57
$8,013.54
$5,161.23
$3,719.01

$128,060.97

$1,556.38
$2,510.83
$2,032.19
$4,452.31
$8,634.64

$15,891.96-

$27,872.14
$11,038.59
$9,873.21
$7,897.70
$5,039.46
$14,566.88

$111,367.29

$865.01
$15,837.60

. $3,562.26
$122,696.24
$15,851.30
$30,234.92
$15,923.38
$20,181.39
" $5,956.83
$24,145.82
$1,677.36
$932.20

$257,864.31

$4,290.29
$9,452.69
$175.00
$6.439.06
$5,913.63
$21,868.88
$27,650.44
$14,211.31
$6,765.68
$11,296.19
$30,852.57
$8,636.08

$147,551.82

$6,915.26
$11,943.66
$1,044.83
$12,167.99
$11,013.41
$15,763.99

10

$0.00 178

$0.00 205

$5,324.80 28
$5667.75 25

$293.60 20
$6,186.15 266

14
17
23
29
22
24
25
30
37
22
20
31

$0.00 284 -

$620.55 37
$11,887.80 27

$12,508.35 310

$2,602.62
$2,885.02
$1,041.54

$69,317.43

$1,964.20
$1,048.28
$2,000.36
$1,860.17
$1,765.97
$4,441.02
$6,621.63
$12,119.09
$8,281.77
$3,035.82
$905.50
$3,011.08

$47,054.87

$2,287.53

. $2,456.38

$3,563.06
$2,775.48
$3,250.96
$3.862.76
$7,952.94
$10,159.24
$6,709.07
$2,932.41
$7,062.23
$5,766.59

$68,777.65

$1,948.03
$3,302.27
$8,718.21
$7,457.98
$4,038.50
$7,189.98
$7.611.66
$18,568.12
$15,724.02
$4,856.39
$3,700.77
$8,433.81

$91,549.74

$6,328.36
$2,984.52
$4,157.32
$3,174.66
$3,932.41
$5,384.19
$11,100.99
$20,017.87
$10,061.89
$2,196.02
$8,265.67
$3,418.15

$81,022.05

$3,308.14
$4,010.98
$4,624.36
$7,131.20
$8,688.51
$7,660.18

$1,279.77
$950.46
$98.00

$27,672.72

$716.75
$372.47
$1,148.23
$807.48
$1,092.43
$2,040.71
$3.838.22
$6,923.61
$4,138.44
$1,388.41
$405.00
$533.83

$23,405.58

$1,198.81

$513.73

$475.93

$557.41
$1,322.96
$2,126.27
$3,814.02
$6,216.42
$3,555.40
$1,512.54
$3,164.00
$1,852.12

$26,309.61

$154.01
$1,063.92
$1,351.41
$490.16
$309.30
$462.13
$833.60
$1,917.82
$753.86
$225.93
$313.58
$346.90

$8,222.62

$293.54

$66.29
$67.32
$194.68
$502.17
$1,008.09
$861.63
$419.16
$49.33
$538.72
$87.91

$4,088.82

$111.90
$47.33
$856.25
$442.95
$624.99

$689.95

41.3%

56.0%

76%

39%

58%

82.4%

96.2%

137%

145%

161%



Jan.,2003 58
Feb.,2003 33
Mar., 2003 13
Apr., 2003 16
May, 2003 11
June, 2003 11

Total FY 2003 245

FISCAL YEAR 2003-04
July, 2003 7
Aug., 2003

Sept., 2003

Qct., 2003

Nov., 2003

Dec., 2003

Jan., 2003

Feb., 2003

Mar., 2003

Apr., 2003

May, 2003

June, 2003

>

$32,391.55
$18,426.48
$3,668.17
$5,661.77
$5,801.24
$6,700.71

$132,399.06

$1,742.90

22
40
28
23
20
24

$0.00 $295.00

17

$7,149.09
$13,988.00
$9,342.76
$3,004.29
$6,252.90
$6,907.49

$81,067.90

$3,502.99

$562.34
$1,122.57
$643.57
$269.02
$293.69
$224.85

$5,118.41

$30.27

65%

120%



ENF 521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 1
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 08/01/2003
CURRENT MONTH
07/01/2003 TO 07/31/2003

# CASES AMOUNT
ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 7 $1,717.90
HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 1 $25.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 0 $0.00
RESTITUTION ASSESSED 7 $1,742.90

PAYMENTS 13 $2,996.58-
PAYMENTS AFTER PAST DUE NOTICE 0 $0.00
PAYMENTS AFTER REVOKED NOTICE 3 $376.19-
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 1 $55.22-
PAYMENTS FROM HRG COST ASSESSED 3 $75.00-
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 2 $30.27-
OVERPAYMENTS 1 $0.19
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 1 $25.00
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 0 $0.00
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $50.00
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS 0 $0.00

CREDITS 0 $0.00
REASSESSMENTS .

DEBITS 0 $0.00

CREDITS 1 $1,500.00-
WRITE-OFFS 0 $0.00
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 0 $0.00
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY D.A. 0 $0.00
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 1 $524.54-

FOOTNOTE:

FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00



ENF 521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 2
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 08/01/2003
FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
07/01/2003 TO 07/31/2003

# CASES AMOUNT
ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 7 $1,717.90
HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 1 $25.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 0 $0.00
RESTITUTION ASSESSED 7 $1,742.90
PAYMENTS 13 $2,996.58-
PAYMENTS AFTER PAST DUE NOTICE 0 $0.00
PAYMENTS AFTER REVOKED NOTICE 3 $376.19-
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 1 $55.22-
PAYMENTS FROM HRG COST ASSESSED 3 $75.00-
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 2 $30.27-
OVERPAYMENTS 1 $0.19
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 1 $25.00
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 0 $0.00
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00
REASSESSMENTS . *
DEBITS . 0 $0.00
CREDITS 1 $1,500.00-
WRITE-OFFS 0 $0.00
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00
ADJUDICATRION ADJUSTMENTS 0 $0.00
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY D.A. 0 $0.00
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 1 $524.54-

FOOTNOTE:

FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00



ENF_5210U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

INCEPTION TO DATE

PAGE: 3
DATE: 08/01/2003

07/31/2003
# CASES AMOUNT
ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 4,642 $3,235,330.50
HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 377 $9,975.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 331 $269,865.45-
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 138 $58,209.82
RESTITUTION ASSESSED 4,642 $3,033,649.87
PAYMENTS 3,138 $695,304.07-
PAYMENTS AFTER PAST DUE NOTICE 33 $8,624.04-
PAYMENTS AFTER REVOKED NOTICE 79 $28,760.01-
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 30 $26,676.44-
PAYMENTS FROM HRG COST ASSESSED 200 $5,200.00-
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 2,196 $261,542.55-
OVERPAYMENTS 129 $95.40
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 65 $11,862.86
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 17 $44,255.65-
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 5 $6,780.54
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 8 $45,896.70
RETURNED CHECKS 1 $61.75
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS
DEBITS 3 $55.00
CREDITS 13 $10.22-
REASSESSMENTS -~
DEBITS - 21 $6,881.15
CREDITS 65 $38,561.90-
WRITE-OFFS 991 $1,065,146.59-
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 7 $1,794.95-
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS -+ 31 $21,074.58-
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE S 91 $169,056.29-
DISMISSED BY D.A. 1 $2,134.47-
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 2 $559.32-
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 1 $524.54-
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 2 $6,680.98-
** TOTAL OUTSTANDING - 333 $729,376.67
FOOTNOTE :
FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 38 $106,941.70 *



ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE:
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE:
AGING OF SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODITIES
VIOLATION DATE UNKNOWN 0 $0.00
1 - 30 DAYS 3 $2,119.60
31 - 60 DAYS 6 $445.30
61 - 90 DAYS 9 $3,829.90
91 - 120 DAYS 5 $10,589.20
121 - 150 DAYS 1 $2,934.00
151 - 180 DAYS 2 $150.00
181 - 365 DAYS 26 $14,709.55
OVER ONE YEAR 70 $75,327.12
OVER TWO YEARS 134 $117,005.12
OVER THREE YEARS 916 $632,249.40
** TOTAL AGING 1,172 $859,359.19
AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES
COLLECTIONS WITH AGENCY:
CAN NOT BE INVOICED 3 $567.29
CURRENT 4 $1,150.61
1 - 30 DAYS " 8 $4,640.81
31 - 90 DAYS 12 $5,563.86
91 - 180 DAYS 36 $20,452.15
181 - 365 DAYS . 34 $27,415.50
OVER ONE YEAR 127 $164,788.98
COLLECTIONS WITH PRIVATE COLLECTIONS FIRM:
1 - 90 DAYS - - 0 $0.00
91 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00
181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 105 $421,988.31
AMOUNT UNDER PROTEST: ‘
1 - 180 DAYS - 1 $549.54
181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 3 $82,259.62
** TOTAL AGING 333 $729,376.67

4
08/01/2003



ENF 525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES DPAGE :
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT

CURRENT MONTH

07/01/2003-07/31/2003

FINES
HEARING COSTS
DEBITS
CREDITS
LATE CHARGES
DEBITS
CREDITS

TOTAL DUE

# CASES
1,128

615
4

95

DATE:

AMOUNT
$63,255.

$16,057.
$175.

= 3 R R e e e e e R R S i e e

PAID IN FULL
PARTIAL PAYMENTS
ATTORNEY GENERAL COLLECTIONS
ATTORNEY GENERAL FEES
DEPT OF REVENUE COLLECTIONS
DEPT OF REVENUE FEES
WRITE-OFFS
OVERPAYMENTS
REFUNDS
RETURNED CHECKS
MISC CHANGES
DEBITS
CREDITS
ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION
DEBITS .
CREDITS .
VOIDS iy
NOT GUILTY
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW
DISMISSED BY ENFORCEMENT
GUILTY/FINE WAIVED
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL

OO

COOd JUTWN

$52,173.
$975.
$0.

$0.

$77.

$8.

$0.

$57.
$132.
$0.

$0.
$0.

$150.
$100.
$800.
$400.
$300
$0.
0.
$0.

1
08/01/2003

00

50
00-

00

00-
00-
00-

.00-

00
60
00



ENF_525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE:
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE

07/01/2003-07/31/2003

FINES
HEARING COSTS
DEBITS
CREDITS
LATE CHARGES
DEBITS
CREDITS

TOTAL DUE

# CASES
1,128

615
4

95

DATE :

AMOUNT
$63,255.

$16,057.
$175.

2
08/01/2003

PAID IN FULL
PARTIAL PAYMENTS
ATTORNEY GENERAL COLLECTIONS
ATTORNEY GENERAL FEES
DEPT OF REVENUE COLLECTIONS
DEPT OF REVENUE FEES
WRITE-OFFS
OVERPAYMENTS
REFUNDS
RETURNED CHECKS
MISC CHANGES
DEBITS
CREDITS C
ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATIO
DEBITS |
CREDITS |
VOIDS -
NOT GUILTY
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW
DISMISSED BY ENFORCEMENT
GUILTY/FINE WAIVED
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL

OCOOm~JTUWN

$52,173.
$975.
$0.

$0.

$77.

$8.

$0.

$57.
$132.
0.

$0.
$0.

$150.
$100
$800.
$400.
$300.
S0O.
50.
$0.

00

.00-

00~
00-
00-
00
00
00



ENF_ 525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 3

CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 08/01/2003
INCEPTION TO DATE
07/31/2003
# CASES AMOUNT

FINES 108,532 $5,565,057.07
HEARING COSTS

DEBITS 28,566 $716,795.30

CREDITS . 5 $10,991.00-
LATE CHARGES

DEBITS . 783 $6,000.75

CREDITS ‘ 0 $0.00
TOTAL DUE $6,276,862.12
PAID IN FULL 64,803 $3,449,675.99-
PARTIAL PAYMENTS 1,633 $75,943.75-
ATTORNEY GENERAL COLLECTIONS 14 $690.00-
ATTORNEY GENERAL FEES 33 $345.00-
DEPT OF REVENUE COLLECTIONS 28 $1,745.00-
DEPT OF REVENUE FEES : 28 $112.00-
WRITE-OFFS 11,957 $697,677.50-
OVERPAYMENTS ' ' 187 $4,163.28
REFUNDS . 352 $15,680.31
RETURNED CHECKS 73 $3,825.00
MISC CHANGES

DEBITS - 70 $1,115.00

CREDITS < : 170 $141.88-
ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION

DEBITS 246 $14,500.00

CREDITS 44 $2,500.00-
VOIDS - 5,641 $283,800.00-
NOT GUILTY ' 1,217 $61,900.00-
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW . 222 $11,500.00-
DISMISSED BY ENFORCEMENT 12 $600.00-
GUILTY/FINE WAIVED 157 $7,900.00-
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00

TOTAL OUTSTANDING . $1,721,614.59



ENF_525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 4
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 08/01/2003

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES FROM CITATION DATE

COLLECTIONS WITH AGENCY:

CURRENT 757 $42,000.00
1 - 30 DAYS 534 $30,570.00
31 - 90 DAYS 1,128 $70,120.00
91 -~ 180 DAYS 700 $47,625.00
181 - 365 DAYS 1,168 $95,830.00
OVER ONE YEAR 20,124 $1,422,310.59
COLLECTIONS WITH DEPT OF REVENUE:
1 - 90 DAYS 0 $0.00
91 - 180 DAYS o $0.00
181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 173 $12,934.00
AMOUNT UNDER PROTEST:
1 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00
181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 3 $225.00
** TOTAL AGING 24,587 $1,721,614.59
AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES FROM HEARING DATE
PREHEARING 1,754 $98,095.00
0 - 90 DAYS -~ 1,356 $90,420.00
91 - 180 DAYS - : 502 $43,295.00
181 - 270 DAYS 474 $36,985.00
271 - 365 DAYS 802 $62,300.00
OVER ONE YEAR 19,699 $1,390,519.59

- - o —— — —— — — — — — = — —

** TOTAL AGING 24,587 $1,721,614.59



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE

James H. Jenkins Jr. CONTACT
Secretary 225/765-2925
2003-213 7/31/03

AGENDA ANNOUNCED FOR L.W.F.C. MEETING

The agenda for the next regular public board meeting of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission has been announced. The meeting is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
August 6. It will be held at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building located at 2000 Quail Drive in
Baton Rouge. The agenda is as follows:

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of July 8, 2003

Commission Special Announcements

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

Presentation by Office of Risk Management for Employee Recognition

Presentation by Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation and Drawing for Shotguns

Declaration of Emergency - Waterfowl Seasons

Resolution - Establishing Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA

Declaration of Emergency - Setting Hunting Seasons on Tangipahoa Parish School Board

WMA

10.  Declaration of Emergency - Bobcat Season as Authorized by Act 1248

11.  Public Comment - 2004 Turkey Season ‘

12.  Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2003- 2004 Trapping Season

13. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season

14. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003-04 Oyster Season on Public Qyster
Grounds, Seed Reservations & Tonging Areas

15.  Declaration of Emergency - Establishment of a Designated Temporary Natural Reef

16.  Notice of Intent - Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program

17.  Set December 2003 Meeting Date

18.  Public Comments

19.  Adjournment

WX N R WD =

EDITORS: For more information, contact Thomas Gresham at 225/765-2923
(gresham_tp@wlf.state.la.us).


mailto:gresham_tp@wlfstate.la

July 29, 2003

NEWS RELEASE
APPROVED:___Eéééééggzz’”

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by
the Commission for 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, Auqust 6, 2003, at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 2003

3. Commission Special Announcements

4. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/Jﬁly

5. Presentation by Office of Risk Management for Employee
Recognition

6. Presentation by Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation and

Drawing for Shotguns

7. Declaration of Emergency - Waterfowl Seasons

8. Resolution - Establishing Tangipahoa Parish School Board
WMA

9. Declaration of Emergency - Setting Hunting Seasons on

Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA

10. Declaration of Emergency - Bobcat Season as Authorized by
Act 1248 .

11. Public Comment - 2004 Turkey Season

12. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2003-
2004 Trapping Season

13. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season

14. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003-04 Oyster
Season on Public Oyster Grounds, Seed Reservations & Tonging Areas

15. Declaration of Emergency - Establishment of a Designated
Temporary Natural Reef

16. Notice of Intent - Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program
17. Set December 2003 Meeting Date
18. Public Comments:

1%. Adjournment



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.]. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800

July 29, 2003

MEMORANDUM
TO: Chairman and Members of Commissi
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secret

SUBJECT: August Commission Meeting Agend

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M.
on Wednesday, Augqust 6, 2003, in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 2003

3. Commission Special Announcements

WINTON VIDRINE

4, Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July
5. Presentation by Office of Risk Management for Employee
Recognition

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

6. Presentation by Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation and
Drawing for Shotguns

7. Declaration of Emergency - Waterfowl Seasons

8. Resolution - Establishing Tangipahoa Parish School Board
WMA

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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9. Declaration of Emergency - Setting Hunting Seasons on
Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA

10. Declaration of Emergency - Bobcat Season as Authorized by
Act 1248

11. Public Comment - 2004 Turkey Season

12. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2003-
2004 Trapping Season

OFFICE QF FISHERIES

13. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season

14. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003-04 Oyster
Season on Public Oyster Grounds, Seed Reservations & Tonging Areas

15. Declaration of Emergency - Establishment of a Designated
Temporary Natural Reef

16. Notice of Intent - Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program

17. Set December 2003 Meeting Date
18. Public Comments
JHJ :sch

cc: Jim Patton

Phil Bowman

John Roussel

Don Puckett

Dennis Kropog

Ewell Smith

Division Administrators
Marianne Burke
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NEWS RELEASE
APPROVED: % ;%

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by
the Commission for 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, August 6, 2003, at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 2003

3. Commission Special Announcements

4. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

5. Presentation by Office of Risk Ménagement for Employee
Recognition

6. Presentation by Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation and

Drawing for Shotguns

7. Declaration of Emergency - Waterfowl Seasons

8. Resolution - Establishing Tangipahoa Parish School Board
WMA

9. Declaration of Emergency - Setting Hunting Seasons on

Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA
10. Public Comment - 2004 Turkey Season

11. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2003-
2004 Trapping Season

12. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season

13. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003-04 Oyster
Season on Public Oyster Grounds, Seed Reservations & Tonging Areas

14. Declaration of Emergency - Establishment of a Designated
Temporary Natural Reef

15. Notice of Intent - Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program
16. Set December 2003 Meeting Date
17. Public Comments

18. Adjournment
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FAX

S H E E T

Sus & ﬁlouﬁ‘\’t\?

To:

Fax #: 318-361-5036

Subject:  Another Agenda Item

Date: July 24, 2003
Pages: 1, including this cover sheet.
COMMENTS:

Mr. Denmon, Karen Foote with the Marine Fisheries Division would like to add another item to the
agenda for the Augnst Commission Meeting. The wording will be similar to the following:
Declaration of Emergency - Establishment of a Designated Temporary Natural Reef. 1believe this
was an ifem that was requested by the Oyster Task Force as a result of their meeting yesterday.
Please let rne know. Thanks.

QP

07
9 /[/06‘ From the dask of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Depl. Of Wildlife 8 Fisheties
P. O. Box 98000
Baton Rauge, LA 70898-3000

ks
225-765-2806
Fax: 225-765-0948
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To: Terry Denmon

Fax #: 318-361-5036
Subject:  Another Agenda Item
Date: July 24, 2003

Pages: 1, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

Mr. Denmon, Karen Foote with the Marine Fisheries Division would like to add another item to the
agenda for the August Commission Meeting. The wording will be similar to the following:
Declaration of Emergency - Establishment of a Designated Temporary Natural Reef. Ibelieve this
was an item that was requested by the Oyster Task Force as a result of their meeting yesterday.
Please let me know. Thanks.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

225-765-2806
Fax: 225-765-0048



07,23/03 WED 13:34 FAX 318 361 5036 DENMON ENGINEERS iAo01
Jul-23-03 09:32A 1dwf 225 765 0948 P.O1

V E R

S H E E T FAX

To: ~Jeory Deasnon 5’055& Hawﬁf;'n_g
Fax #: 383645036 ———

Subject:  Agenda
Date: July 23, 2003

Pages: 3, including this cover sheer,

COMMENTS:

Please review the attached agenda for the Wednesday, August 6, 2003 Commission Meeting.

04 %
X,

!
2/6 From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Widlife 8 Fisheries
P. O. Box 88000
Baton Rauge, LA T0898-9000

=3
Fax: 225-765-0948
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S HEET

To: Terry Denmon

Fax #: 318-361-5036

Subject:  Agenda

Date: July 23, 2003

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.
COMMENTS:

Please review the attached agenda for the Wednesday, August 6, 2003 Commission Meeting.

Thanks.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

225-765-2806
Fax: 225-765-0948
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MEMORANDUM
TO: ) Chairman and Members of Commission
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: August Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M.
on Wednesday, August 6, 2003, in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 2003
3. Commission Special Announcements

WINTON VIDRINE

4. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July
5. Presentation by Office of Risk Management for Employee
Recognition

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

6. Presentation by Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation and
Drawing for Shotguns

7. Declaration of Emergency - Waterfowl Seasons

8. Resolution - Establishing Tangipahoa Parish School Board
WMA
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9. Declaration of Emergency - Setting Hunting Seasons on
Tangipahoa Parish School Board WMA

10. Public Comment - 2004 Turkey Season

11. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2003-
2004 Trapping Season

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

12. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003 Fall Inshore
Shrimp Season

13. Resolution & Declaration of Emergency - 2003-04 Oyster
Season on Public Oyster Grounds, Seed Reservations & Tonging Areas

14. Notice of Intent - Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program

15. Set December 2003 Meeting Date
16. Public Comments
JHJ:sch

cc: Jim Patton .

Phil Bowman

John Roussel

Don Puckett

Dennis Kropog

Ewell Smith

Division Administrators
Marianne Burke



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fishertes M.]. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Secretary _ Post Office Box 98000 _ Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800

July 2, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secre
SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda -"August 6, 2003

: Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan:
Hawkins by Thursday, July 17th any agenda items your office may
have for the Wednesday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August
6th. If yvou do not have anything for the agenda, please return
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the

list of items to be. placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation! :
JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners ‘éjijiyczﬂf,/
Don Puckett
Winton Vidrine Tﬁg./exaA/’*' Ay /ﬂ

Tommy Prickett k}gbméivu$}7
Bennie Fontenot v_ % M L

Karen Foote

Wynnette Kees /62;54/&7
Brandt Savoie

Ewell Smith

Marianne Burke ;7L/?4?Z4;13_-_,/

C onlownd [

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Hawkins, Susan

From: Roussel, John E

Sent:  Wednesday, July 16, 2003 9:47 AM

To: Abbott, Janet

Cc: Porch, Pat; Hawkins, Susan; Foote, Karen
Subject: RE: August Commission Agenda - Marine Fisheries

Approved

From: Abbott, Janet

Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2003 9:32 AM

To: Roussel, John E

Cc: Porch, Pat; Hawkins, Susan; Foote, Karen

Subject: August Commission Agenda - Marine Fisheries

With your approval, the following items should be added to the August 6, 2003 Commission Agenda for
Marine Fisheries:

* Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - 2003 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season - Marty Bourgeois

* Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - 2003-04 Oyster Season on Public Oyster Grounds Seed
Reservations & Tonging Areas - Marty Bourgeois

* Notice of Intent - Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program

Janet W. Abbott

Administrative Specialist 2

Marine Fisheries Division

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
2000 Quail Drive (P. O. Box 98000)

Baton Rouge, LA 70808 (70898-9000)

(225) 765-2384 phone

(225) 765-2489 fax

7/16/2003



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries . M.]. “Mike” Foster, ]r.

Secretary Post Office Box 98000 _ Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800

July 2, 2003
MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries

2

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secre
SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - A st 6, 2003

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Thursday, July 17th any agenda items your office may
have for the Wednesday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August
6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda lease return
memo and indicate so on ‘the bottom of this memo. We cannot add
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal. '

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation! :

JHJ/sch . ,*/1
cc: Commissioners 4// 260
Don Puckett &£90~;t;’ 903’ A
Winton Vidrine A aaﬁ
Tommy Prickett p ﬂﬂ 8¢
Bennie Fontenot d /lbﬁk. LM
Karen Focote ;z; ﬁﬂ /)d?

Wynnette Kees ‘ /1;ﬁ14’d
: v /

Brandt Savoie
Ewell Smith
Marianne Burke

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.j.b “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800

July 2, 2003 .
MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secre
SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 6, 2003

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Thursday, July 17th any agenda items your office may
have for the Wednesday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,.
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August
6th. If you do not have anything for the adgenda lease return
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the

list of items to be placed on the agend Thank you for yoyr
cooperation! % W,jM
JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners fEQLZPCAL’(QNh)u;Z—#ﬁ]I/
Don Puckett {aﬂﬂVVL‘
Winton Vidrine J:ME: .
Tommy Prickett vd -
Bennie Fontenot
Karen Foote :S | é
Wynnette Kees . .I>z: L 69
Brandt Savoie

Ewell Smith . /Z;;”“:B
Marianne Burke
| ‘PWQX 54\0’(3“’"’0 %T ﬂ

An Equal Opportunity Employcr



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.]. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Secretary . Post Office Box 98000 Governor
' Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800

July 2, 2003
MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisherijes

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secre
SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 6, 2003

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Thursday, July 17th any agenda items your office may
have for the Wednesday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August
6th. If vou do not have anything for the agenda lease return
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett

Winton Vidrine

Tommy Prickett _ VAAC AQ(W
Bennie Fontenot - “ ‘

Karen Foote

Wynnette Kees ﬁ./b%S%ZKQEXAQLUO

Brandt Savoie

Ewell Smith
Marianne BurkeL// /‘%é

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.]. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 A Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800

July 2, 2003
MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secre
SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 6, 2003

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Thursday, July 17th any agenda items your office may
have for the Wednesday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August
6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda lease return
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett
Winton Vidrine
Tommy Prickett
Bennie Fontenot
Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Brandt Savoie
Ewell Smith
Marianne Burke

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800 ;
July 2, 2003
MEMORANDUM ;
TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secre'tary Offlce of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fls

FROM: James H, Jenkins, Jr., Secre

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - A st 6, 2003

!
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan

Hawkins by Thursday, July 17th any agenda items youxr office may
have for the Wednesday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wlldllfe and Flsherles Bulldlng,

t



Henry Mouton

From: cholmes@att.net

Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 12:45 PM
To: henrymouton@star-service.com
Subject: Bobcat seasons

Henry, for your info tomorrow here is a short summary of the other Gulf Coast
states that allow bobcat hunting. (all but La. do) All information was
obtained from each state's wildlife Department website under their hunting
regulations.

Chris.

Texas:

Classified as nongame animals and can be hunted at any time by any lawful
means on private property. Public lands may have restrictions. A hunting
license is required. Any bobcats pelts to be sold or traded must have a CITES
tag. Does not appear to have any bag limit.

Mississippi:

Classified as small game.

This year's season.

10-2-03 through 10-31-03 (for food and sport)

1

Bag Limit 5 per day- 8 per party

11-1-03 through 2-28-04 (for food, sport and pelt)
NO BAG LIMIT

Alabama:

NO BAG LIMIT*

Daylight hours only.

Guns only in areas of and during dates of turkey and/or gun deer season.

Bow and arrow only in areas of open bow and arrow season for turkey and deer.

* All bobcat and otter, regardless of method of harvest, are required to be
tagged by a representative of the Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division
within 14 days of harvest or may be left with a taxidermist with a completed
tagging form, and the taxidermist is required to have the bobcat or otter
tagged within 14 days of receipt (Rule 220-2-.30).

Florida:

May be taken with guns December 1 through March 1. There appears to be no bag
limit, but the wording is not very clear.

Louisiana:
Bobcat hunting has been outlawed in La since 1978. It seems the modest La
proposal of only one bobcat per season would be the most restrictive on the

entire Gulf Coast.

If you need anything else, let me know.


mailto:cholmes@att.net
mailto:henrymouton@star-service.com

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to
promulgate a Rule, LAC 76:VIL.367, which provides for a derelict crab trap removal
program. Authority to establish these regulations is vested in the Commission by R.S.
56:332(M). Said rule is attached and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VIL. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery
§367. Removal of Abandoned Crab Traps

A. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited for a 16-day period from 6:00 am.,
February 28, 2004 through 6:00 a.m. March 14, 2004 within that portion of Lafourche
and Terrebonne Parishes as described below:

1. From a point originating from the southern boundary of the Pointe
au Chenes Wildlife Management Area at the South Lafourche Hurricane Protection
Levee, thence west along the southern boundary of the Pointe aux Chenes Wildlife
Management Area to the Humble Canal, thence west along the northern shoreline of
Humble Canal to its intersection with Bayou Terrebonne, thence south along the western
shoreline of Bayou Terrebonne to its intersection with Bush Canal, thence west along the
northern shoreline of Bush Canal to its intersection with Bayou Little Caillou, thence
north along the eastern shoreline of Bayou Little Caillou to the Gulf South / South Coast

Natural Gas Pipeline in Chauvin, thence northwest along the Gulf South / South Coast



Natural Gas Pipeline to LA Highway 57, thence south and then southeast along LA
Highway 57 to its intersection with LA Highway 56, thence south along LA Highway 56
to Latitude 29°17°00” N, thence east along Latitude 29°17°00” N to LA Highway 1,
thence north along LA Highway 1 to the South Lafourche Hurricane Protection Levee,
thence north along the South Lafourche Hurricane Protection Levee and terminating at
the southern boundary of the Pointe aux Chenes Wildlife Management Area. J /
B. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited in a portion of Vermilion .'Bay 2
scribed later‘ for a 14-day period beginning at 6:00 a.m. five days prior to the opening
of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion Bay and ending at 6:00 a.m nine
days following the opening of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion Bay.
In the event that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission approves opening the
2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in Vermilion and Bay before a five-day minimum
notice can be provided for the crab trap closure, then the use of crab traps shall be
prohibited for a nine-day period beginning at 6:00 a.m. on the opening of the 2004 Spring
inshore shrimp season in Vermilion Bay and ending at 6:00 a.m. nine days following the
A

traps shall be prohibited in Vermilion Bay within that portion of Vermilion and Iberia,

opening of the 2004 Spring inshore shrimp season in \ﬂi‘lion Bay., The use of crab

Parishes as described below:

1. From a point originating from the intersection of the Acadiana Navigational
Channel and the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, thence southwest along the Acadiana
Navigational Channel red buoy line to the red navigational marker number 12 on the
Marsh Island shoreline near Southwest Pass, thence south along the eastern shore of

Southwest Pass to a position which intersects the inside/outside shrimp line as defined in



R.S.56:495, thence west along the inside/outside shrimp line to the western shore of
Freshwater Bayou, thence north along the western shore of Freshwater Bayou to its
intersection with the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, thence east along the northern shore of
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway to the intersection of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway and
the eastern shore of the Acadiana Navigational Channel.

C. All crab traps remaining in the closed areas during the specified periods shall
be considered abandoned. For the winter closure only, crab traps may be removed only
between one-half before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. Anyone is authorized to
remove these abandoned crab traps from within the closed areas. All traps removed shall
be transported to disposal sites designated by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries. No person removing traps from the designated closed areas shall retain these
traps outside of the closed areas.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:332(M).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
and Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 29: __:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take
any and all necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate
this notice of intent and final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the family
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of intent and final rule and the
preparation of reports and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed rule to
Martin Bourgeois, Marine Fisheries Programs Manager, Marine Fisheries Division, P.O.

Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000, prior to Friday, October 3, 2003.



In accordance with Act No. 1183 of 1999, the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries / Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact Statement
in connection with the preceding Notice of Intent. This Notice of Intent will have no
impact on the six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Terry D. Denmon

Chairman
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SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY
FOR AR 1 WORK WEEK 31 BY YEAR
—

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,

SUBPROJECT .,

GEAR= 16' flat otter trawl,

—
AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

R LT PP e 4emmmmman dommm e dmmmmaaan fommmamen . I
|BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES v 4| 4] 4 4| 4]
t N |:—----; -------- +---l---~~+ -------- P fevcremmn deamecaen |
| ’ |TOP SALINITY |  20.20{ 10.22] 18.97| 9.20| 11.s57|
| R dmmeemeen S D P et P |
| |BOT SALINITY | 21.07} 10.65 | 19.25]| 9.72] 11.57]
| |mmemmmameee foemennna poeernen femmmwann fommm e [ — |
| | TOP TEMP. | 30.22{ 30.30| 28.67| 30.85| 33.27|
| R domemeeeen pemmmmmmm 4o 4omremnaa P ——— |
} |BOT TEMP. | 30.4s5| 29.72] 28.42} 29.%0| 32.05|
| fommmm e dmmmmmmmm Fmmmmmm - PEEETEE TS dmmmmmm o D |
| | CATCH | 2| 35] 45] 12 2|
| |===mmmmmmm e dmmmmmmmm 4mmmmmm o 4mmmmmmmm dommmmmen 4mmmmmmm - |
| |c/E | 0.50] 8.80| 11.30]| 3.00] 0.50]
| R 4emccaman fomemmmnn prmaa e Fmmmmmaen deemmmmam |
| |AvG. s1zZE | 77.50| 113.93] 91.83| 93.75) 80.00|
| | mmmmmmamn o #mmmm . 4mmmmmmmm Ammmmeman D poccmunnn |
| |MIN. SIZE ] 77.50| 6€7.50} 52.50]| 77.50] 52.50]
| |===mmmmm - $mmmmmmmm P 4mmmmmmmm dmmmmmmmm dmmmmmmmm i
| |MAX. SIZE | 77.50| 157.50| 147.50| 122.50| 107.50]
SRR T P it $mmmmmmmm P et $mmmm - 4mmmmmmmm P |
|WHITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES i 4} 4| 4| 4| 4|
| |-==mmmmmmm - $mmmmmmmm 4mmmmmm - P $mmmmmm o mmmmmmmm |
| |TOP SALINITY |  20.20( 10.22| 1B.97| 9.20( 11.57|
| BT pmemmaman R et bommmame D D et |
| |BOT SALINITY | 21.07| 10.65| 19.25]| 9.72| 11.57]|
| |=emmmm e poeeemnn b P R - |
i |TOP TEMP. |  30.22| 30.30] 28.67} 30.85|  33.27|
| fmmmm e - Hmmmmmm e 4mmmmmm- dmmmmmmmm Hmmmmmmmn Hmmmmmnn- |
| {BOT TEMP. ] 30.45| 29.72] 28.42] 29.90| 32.05]
| [EEEEEEEEEEEREEE B D R D $mmmmm - |
| | caTcn 666 | 3 29| 132 45|
| R e fmm - bmmmm——— P P e Hmmmm——— |
[ |c/E | 166.50] 1.00] 7.30] .0o|  11.30]
| | mwmm e Fmmmm———— fmmm e demmm— - $mmmmmmmm $mmmmm— e }
| |AvG. sI12E | 70.23| 102.50] 80.60]| 9.87 58.83 |
| fammmmemmecee fmmrree. P P i $emmmmmna R |
f |MIN. SIZE | 22.50] 92.50 | 52.50]| 47.50| 27.50]
| R dmmmneeen fommmmmm o P P i pocaacan |
| |MAX. SIZE | 167.s0| 117.50] 107.50| 137.50( 102.50]



SHRIMP PRQGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY
FOR AREX 2 /WORK WEEK 30 BY YEAR

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT .,

GEAR= 16' flat otter trawl,

AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

i | 2003 | 2002 | 2001 | 2000 | 1999

R R T E PR frrmm e Femmmmwe- P foemmmmam- Hrrmmeman |
| BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES { 4 4| 4] 4| 4|
i R o pmmmmm - T e R |
| |TOP SALINITY | 6.75| 9.52| 8.42}) 15.82] B.26|
| [ fommmam- pommm - mmmmm e 4o mmmm |
| |BOT SALINITY | 6.77]| 9.72] 8.70] 16.90] 9.02]
| |-===mmmmmem - R Hmmmmm $mmmm———e $mmmmmmmm $mmmmmm - i
| | TOP TEMP. | 29.32] 31.17) 28.90] 29.60] 30.34]
| |awmeececeeannn P et P P Fammmanan e |
| |BOT TEMP. | 29.17/ 30.82| 28.60| 29.57| 30.18|
| |===mmmmm - 4mmmmm - N et Hmmmmmmmm P et mmmmmmaa |
| | caTcH | 10| 3| 14| 2| 180|
| R ettt pmme oo 4mmmmmm e R b P |
| |c/E | 2.50] 0.80]| 3.50] 0.50] 45.00|
| R dmmmmmmnn D P R e dommmaaca |
| |AVG. SIZE | 112.00] 82.50]| 95.71| 115.00| 103.25]|
| [ EEEEEEEEEP TP dommmmmen 4mmmmmm- Hommoemmn dmmmmmee P ke |
| |MIN. SIZE | s7.s0| s2.80| 77.50| 102.50| 47.50]
| | -------------- fmmmmmmm . fomemmmm—- femmmmm fmmmm———- frrreeeea |
| |MAX. SIZE | 142.s50| 2112.58| 132.50| 127.50| 137.50]|
R $emenmmnrrenaa demmmmeen doccmcee dmeecooo pommmmnan focemuene |
{WHITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| af 4| 4| 4)
[ |oemremememeann peemmmenn fmmmmeeea O foemamano P — |
| |TOP SALINITY | €.75] 9.52| 8.42| 15.82] 8.26]
| R pmmmm—m - $rmmmmman dmmmmmnnn dmmrmmeen B t
| |BOT SALINITY | 6.77) 9.72| 8.70| 16.90) 9.02]|
| Jommmmmm e en dmmmmmm o dmmmmmm o P dmmmmman P |
! | TOP TEMP. | 29.32| 31.17| 28.90| 29.60| 30.34|
| R bt R et P e Fmmmmm e P |
| |BOT TEMP. | 29.17f 30.82| 28.60| 29.57} 30.18|
| [==mmmmmm e mmmmmme o $mmmm o $mmmmmm o $mmmmmm o mmmmmmen |
| | caTCH | 3;T 25| 2| s| 19|
| e P dmmmmmmm o trmeme P Rt R |
| |c/E | ( 9.30]| 6.30]| 0.50} 1.30] 4.80]
l | —————————————— +-== —4-——--——- +-------- +-------- L |
| |ave. SIZE i (:EEZEEP 88.90| 130.00] 81.50]| 73.55]|
| e == T fmmm————— $mmmmmmmm Hmmmmmmm |
| |MIN. SIZE { 42.s50| s52.50{ 122.s50| 67.50| 37.50|
| [ et $mmmmem - b $ommmmmem $ommmmmem PR ——— |
| |MAX. SIZE | 142.s0f 122.s0| 137.50| 92.50| 92.50|



SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY
FOR AREI@WORK WEEK 30 BY YEAR

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT ., :

GEARH{ 6' flat otter trawl,

AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

| BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 11| 11| 11] 11| 11|
| [ o e pmmmmmm - 4mmmm P e |
| |TOP SALINITY | 1.96] 4.48| 3.17§ 5.76| 2.97]
| R b bemmmmena pammmeoeo $ommmmm—- $ommmmee- |
f |BOT SALINITY | | 4.30]| 3.17| | 2.67])
| |-=mmmmmmmae doemer - drmmemman 4mmmmnnaa Fermemm—n $ommmmmae |
| |TOP TEMP. | 29.71} 31.04| 28.11| 30.70| 30.28|
| fommmmm e aam gmmmmmmmm R demmamaa P e |
| [BOT TEMP. | .| 29.10] 28.11]| .| 30.28|
i | —————————————— - +-------- +-------- $--mm---- L I
| | caTcr | 3| 1| 34 3| 5f
| |===mmmmm e PR EEEE TR 4o mmm - $mmmmmm - #mmmmmmmm |
| |c/E | 0.30] 0.10]| 3.10| 0.3¢] ¢.50]
| R demccoaaa domccacan B fmmmmm——- P |
[ |AvG. SIZE | 112.50| 102.50] 93.38f 107.50| 102.50]|
| | -------------- pommmren frreeemn~ 4ommmmmn A Fypep—— |
| |MIN. SIZE | 107.s50| 102.50| 47.50| 162.50| 92.50]|
| [ dommmen 4 dmmmmmeen bomemaean foemmeman |
| |MAX. SIZE | 117.s50} 102.50| 117.50| 117.50| 107.50]
|===mmmmmmmam dmmmmmm e m——men dmmmmmmm dmmmmmmm 4mmme - P R |
|WHITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 11| 11} 11| 11| 11
] R s pameenn pemmmmm—e- $emmmmnan . [T r——— |
} | TOP SALINITY | 1.96]| 4.48] 3.17] 5.76| 2.97|
| R dmmm———— Fommmmmm - dmmmmm— - D 4mmrmm——- |
} |BOT SALINITY | N 4.30] 3.17| N 2.67|
| |==-mmmmm - $mmmmmm o $ommmm oo bommmmm e ommmmmen D |
| | TOP TEMP. |  29.71| 31.04| 28.11| 30.70| 30.28|
| R pemmmanan $mevemaan fmmememan O pommmmmm- ]
| |BOT TEMP. | L] 29.10]  28.11] .| 30.26)
| |=mcmmmmm e fmmmeaean I Fommmm——n 4o dmmmmm - ]
| | CATCH | 63| 27| 14| 11| 24}
| |-=mmmmmm e Hmmmmmmmm 4o mmm - B 4rmmmm—an 4emmmmaan }
| lc/E | 5.70) 2.50] 1.30] 1.00) 2.20]
| |====mmmmmm - pommmme - dowmmeeoo fommmmmmm 4mmmmmm o $mmmmmmmm |
i |avG. SIZE | 6.55] 78.80| 74.64| 88.41| 71.88]
| |==mmmm e - po—mmman P et pomemamoo D 4mmmmmmmm |
| |MIN. SIZE | 52.50] 37.50]| 47.50] 72.50] 7.50]
| | === - $mmmmm o D et 4o - fmmmmmm o P |
| |MAX. SIZE | 107.50| 107.50]| 97.50| 102.50| 102.50]



SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY
FOR AREA 3 WORK WEEK(E; BY YEAR

——

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GRQUNDFISH MONITORING,

SUBPROJECT .,
GEAR= 16°'

flat otter trawl,

——
AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

| BROWN SHRIMP

| SAMPLES

| TOP SALINITY

|BOT SALINITY

|TOP TEMP.

|BOT TEMP.

| SAMPLES

| TOP SALINITY

|BOT SALINITY

f=mmmmmm -

| TOP TEMP.

|AvG. SIZE

|MIN. SIZE

] 2002 | 2001 | 2000 | 1999 |[/72003 |
- +--m----- ------—- +--mm---- +------- ;l
I 4| 4| 4| 4] 4|
trvmamaes feemmmean g mmmmmm e 4mmmmmmm-
|}  22.s2| 23.80] 31.82| 19.37| 21.30]
4mmmmmmem 4mmmmmmmm 4mmmmm e #mmmmmmm - PR
| 23.40] 23.82| 32.02| 19.45] 23.90]
fmmmmmmm $mmmmmm o 4mmmmmm e P et P
| 31.70| 28.95] 28.87| 28B.60} 28.00]
P $mmmmmm o 4mmmmmmmm Hmmmmmmmm 4mmmmmmm e
| 31.67] 29.00|] 28.52| 28.60} 27.95]|
P $mmmmmm e 4mmmmmm e m $ommmmmm - 4 mmmm
| 34} 15] 9] 20| 162 |
e ra-. ERE LR e ——m—— L dommemcaa
| 8.50] 3.80] 2.30] 5.00| 40.50]|
P 4mmmmmm o dmmmmmmem 4mmmmmm - dmmmmmmm
| 10s5.5%| 1108.17| 86.%4| 91.25| 92.16]|
$mmmmmmmm fmmmmmm e dmmmmmmmm Fmmmmm e P
| 82.s0| 82.s0| 72.50| 42.50| 47.50]
mmmmmmmm mmmmmm o 4mmmmmmmm $mmmmmm - dmmmmmmn
] 122.s0| 122.50| 102.50| 132.50| 147.50]
tmmmmmm e fmmmm o P P et P
| 4] 4] 4| 4| 4]
e pemmmmn fmmmmm Fmmmmmm o
| 22.s2| 23.80| 31.82| 19.37| 21.30{
4+-------- 4+-------- +-—m—---- +--mmm---- 4-—m———-- ]
| 23.40| 23.82| 32.02| 19.45]| 23.90]
P #mmmmmmmm #mmmmmmmm $mmmmmmem 4mmmmmm o |
| 31.70| 28.85| 28.87| 28.60] 28.00|
$mmmmmmmm P Hmmmmm e $mmmmm e |
| 31.67]| 29.00]| 28.52| 28.60] 27.95]
$--mm---- +-------- +-------- +om—--——- +-------- |
I 3] 6| - 1t 86|
Amememan . Hmm———e o Fmmmmmem Fom e
} 0.80} 1.50] 0.00] 0.30] (2r.50}
drvmeeaan $emmmmenn Hmmmmm——m o fmmmmmmmn
| 129.17] 139.17| .| 67.50| /7 76.98]|
4mmmmmm - $ommmm - dmmmmmm e R et 4o
| 122.50| 132.50) N 67.50] 32.50]
mmmmmmmn P Rt dmmmmmmmn dmmmmmmmm Hmmmmmmmn
| 137.50| 147.50} .| 67.50| 147.50]|



SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY

FOR AREA 4 WORK WEEBY YEAR

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT .,

GEAR= 16' flat otter trawl,

AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

R Rt mmmmeaan D et 4mmmmmmmm 4mmmmme e $mmmmmm |
|BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4| 4| 4) 4|
| R 4o - 4-mmm - - dommmmma doreenen fomemaman |
| |TOP SALINITY |  14.55] 11.22| 16.75| 20.92{ 14.42]|
| [====mrmmmmeeen Hocemennan R bmmmmm R e |
| |BOT SALINITY | 14.55| 11.22] 16.75]| 20.92| 14.42|
| |awmmm e pmmmmm——— dmmmmmmm s P Rt 4ommeman R |
| | ToP TEMP. | 27.95| 2%.95{ 36.00| 30.30| 28.00]
| R R Fmmmmm o fmmmm———— D P |
| |BOT TEMP. | 27.95] 29.95] 30.00] 30.30| 28.00]|
| |ommmmmm e pmmmm e m Hmmmmmm - m R P pocemman |
| | CATCH ] 49| 30| sa| 71| 151]
| R R 4mmmmmm e #mmmmmmm 4mmmmmm R |
| lc/E | 12.30] ?7.50| 14.50| 17.80| 37.80}
| [====mmmmmmmmm- Hmmm————— P R P dmemmmmmm |
| |AVG. s1ZE |} 77.50] 105.17| 82.59| 87.22] 83.17|
| |=meememmeeenn pmmmmm oo P $mmmmmm o $mmmmmmmm P |
| |MIN. SIZE | 37.s0] s7.50| 37.50f 47.50| 32.50|
| [EEEE TP dmmmmmmmm D D 4mmmmmmn dammm oo |
| |MAX. s1zZB | 122.s0| 127.s0| 127.50| 112.s0| 127.50|
|<-=mmmmm - b 4ommmmmmn dommmeaee D dommmaana pommmmmm e |
|WHITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4| 4| 4| 4
| R #mmmemme e B P 4mmmmmmm )
| |TOP SALINITY | 14.55] 11.22| 16.75| 20.92| 14.42|
| R it P P P $mmmmm - P }
| |BOT SALINITY | 14.55| 11.22] 16.75] 20.92| 14.42]|
J |=mmmmmm e ittt R o P Fommmm—— |
| | TOP TEMP. | 27.95| 29.95 30.00| 30.30| 28.00]
| |-=--=mmmmmm - $mmmmm—m- 4mmmmmmmm mmmmeaan bommemman b |
| |BOT TEMP. | 27.95| 29.95| 30.00] 30.30] 28.00]|
| [EEEEE TR TR RPN D B D P 4mmmmmmm |
| {caTcH | 445 43| ss5| 294 310|
| R dmmmmmmm - 4mmmmmmmm 4mmmmmmam pommmmann e |
| |c/E J¢ 111.30] 10.80] 13.80] 73.50| 77.50}
| R oo mmmm e 4mmmm o memmm— gmmmmmmmm |
| |AVG. SI12E | ¢ 83.22| 109.94| 100.68| B87.64| B84.49|
| [=mmmmmmm e 4--m==- dommmmeae B fmeme e 4o |
| |MIN. SIZE | 37.50] 47.50| 37.50| 47.50f{ S7.50|
| |=mmmmmmm e D B P D D |
I

|MAX. s1zZB | 1s2.50| 147.50| 142.50| 147.50| 152.50]



SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY
FOR AREQ 4 WORK WEEK 30 BY YEAR

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT .,

GEAR={ 16' flat otter trawl,

AND SHORE; INSHORE STATE WATERS

| {2003 | 2002 | 2001 | 2000 | 1999

Jmmmm e - 4o D 4mmmmmm - 4mmmmmmmn R |
|BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4| 4] 4| 4|
| [ P R pommmaan fommame mmmmm e pmmmmm——- |
| |TOP SALINITY | 10.40| 17.20| 20.50| 20.77| 15.90]
| | -------------- $-—--—--- R Fmmmm———- Hmmmmmm— LR it |
[ |BOT SALINITY | 10.40| 17.206] 20.50| 20.77| 15.90]|
| J=mmm - 4mmmmmm - D et P D B |
| | TOP TEMP. | 28.60] 30.75] 29.97| 27.17] 29.90|
| R D I dmmmanan P et dmmmmm - |
| |BOT TEMP. | 28.60| 30.75]| 29.97| 27.17f  29.90]
| |-===mmmmmmme - $mmmmmmm - 4ommmmmm 4mmmmmmmm 4mmmmmmne D et |
| | caTcr | 9] 66| 59| 9| 64|
} Jmmmm e P dommmm - B B R |
| |c/E | 2.30] 16.50| 14.80} 2.30] 16.00]
) [oceommmmmmeee- P - T $ommm———- femmemman |
| |ave. sIzZE | 75.83] 98.48| 90.38| 72.50| 82.74|
| |mmeemmmmmmeaan oemwmaan Hmmmmmmm e bmwammman Pmmmmm—— 4mmemmman |
| |MIN. SIZE | 47.s0|] 67.50| 47.s50| s7.50] 37.50]
| |oeemmmmmreeen o mman D et o P dmmmmenn |
| |MAX. SIZE | 92.50| 127.50| 132.50| 87.50| 122.50}
EEEEEEEEEPEE D e e TP D b D D $mmmm mmmmmm—— |
|WHITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4| 4| 4| 4|
{ === $ommmm - D Hmmmmmmee P D |
| | TOP SALINITY | 10.40| 17.20] 20.50) 20.77| 15.90]|
| [CEEEEE TR $ommmmm e 4 mmm - dmmmmmmmm mmmmmmms 4mmamm o |
| {BOT SALINITY | 10.40} 17.20| 20.S50| 20.77| 15.90]|
| e pmmmmmmmm 4mmmmmmm 4mmmmmmmm Hmmmmmmea P |
| |ToP TEMP. | 28.60| 30.75| 29.97| 27.17] 29.90|
| |ommmm e P Rt $-mmmmm- dmmmmmmmm 4mmmmmmna R |
| |BOT TEMP. { 28.60| 30.75| 29.97| 27.17| 29.90|
| [T 4mmmmm o $ormmm—n dommmme-a P $ommmmm -
| | cATCH ] (:E;] 61| 98| 204 | 131
| [ P m——————-- 4m—————a- D D s |
| |c/B | 3.50 15.30] 24.50f 51.00] 32.80]
| [EEE TP $ommmnnan b omemaman b 4= |
| |AVG. SIZE | 87.22) 93.57] 111.30| 82.64| 80.25]|
| [T $mmmmmm 4mmmmmm R Hmmmmmmea P |
| |MIN. SIZE | 32.50] 32.s50| 77.s0] 32.s0] 32.50]|
| |-==mmm - $ommmmm - P Hmmmmmean D e Hommmmmm |
[

|MAX. SIZE | 142.50| 142.50| 157.50] 157.50| 127.50]



SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY

FOR AREA{4 MORK WEEK(EEi?Y YEAR

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT .,

GEAR= 16' flat otter trawl,

AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

o= e - rmmmmmm +--mm—--- +-------- 4-—mmmm—-
|BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4] 4| 4| 4| 4|
| [EREEE T E Hmmmmmmmm 4mmmmmm e P fmmmmmmmm P |
| |TOP SALINITY | 13.30| 16.65| 18.57] 25.42| 21.02|
] [=mmmmmm e #mmmmm - $mmmmmm - 4mmmmm - 4o mmmem 4mmmmmmmm |
| |BOT SALINITY |  13.30]| .]  18.57| 25.42| 21.02|
| fmmmmm e #mmmmmm $mmmmm e 4mmmmm e 4mmmmmmm dmmmmmm o |
| | TOP TEMP. | 31.02| 30.62¢ 29.45| 28.70| 30.57|
| | et #ommmmmem 4ommmmm- $mmmmm - dommmmmmm 4ommmmm o |
{ |BOT TEMP. I 31.02| .| 29.45| 28.70| 30.57|
| R poemmmann bammmeeaa P oo P |
| | CATCH | 3| 33| 4| 2§ 32|
| |=eemmmmm e dmmmmmmm 4mmmmmmmm N e pemmmmmm |
| |e/E f 0.80] 8.30] 1.00] 0.50} 8.00]|
| R dommmmmm b o dmmmmmm—— demmmmmm - |
! |AVG. SIZE | 9s.83| 9s.68| 101.25| 77.50| 85.63|
| [EEEE R P mmmmmmn $ommmmmmm dmmmmmm o mmmmmmmm |
| |MIN. SIZE | 92.50| 47.50| 72.50| 72.50]| 47.50]
| |==mmmmm e ae mmmmmmmm P $mmmmmm e 4mmmmmme Hmmmmmmmm |
| |MAX. SIZE | 97.s0| 127.50| 122.50| 82.50| 157.50]
|==-ermmmmmm e 4ommmm e gmmmmmmmm P mmmmmmmm hmmmmm—m e Hmmmmmmmm |
|WBITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4] 4| 4] 4| 4|
| R 4ommmmmaa pomemnnan pmmmmmmen Fmmmmmmee P |

{TOP SALINITY | 13.30] 16.65] 18.57]| 25.42] 21.021
R LT fmmemne- fomw e P dormmmmm- P |
|BOT SALINITY |  13.30{ {  18.57| 25.42| 21.02{
[EEEEE TR TS mmmmmmmm mmmmmmm o P Hmmmmmmem #mmmmmmmm }

[ TOP TEMP. | 31.02| 30.62| 29.45| 28.70| 30.57|
R $mmmmm o $pmmmmmm o D $mmmmmmmm dmmmmmm - |

|BOT TEMP. | 31.02]| N 29.45| 28.70] 30.57|

147.50| 157.50| 157.50| 147.50} 132.50]



SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY
FOR AR S WORK “EER(ZS BY YEAR

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT .,
GEAR= 16' flat otter trawl,
s
AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

{MAX. SIZE | 137.50] 142.50| 132.s50| 137.50} 117.50]

| {72003 7| 2002 | 2001 | 2000 | 1999

R e R P o P pmemmmaan Fmeemmmnn e |
|BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4 4| 4| 4|
I I -------------- $mmmmm——— $mm—m—————— $=——————- - Fmmmm————— I
| |TOP SALINITY | 7.57| 6.80] 5.32| 9.30] B.52|
| Jmmmm e - dremmemaa doemmmmnnn P et e P et
| [BOT SALINITY | 7.57]| 6.80]| N -} .
| [ et domamaann fomemeeee fouauacen T pommmmeen |
| | TOP TEMP. | 27.85] 30.70| 31.12| 30.00} 27.97|
| R pemmeenan focomemen draeeeenan . O ——
| |BOT TEMP. | 27.85| 30.70]| N A .
| |=mmmmmm - 4mmrmme—~ $mmmmmmmm D et P R
| |CATcﬁ | 6| 50| 10| 18| 7|
| [EEEEE T T PET 4mmmmmm o $mmmmmm o P $mmmmmmmm P s [
| {c/E | 1.s0} 12.59] 2.50| 4.50]| 1.80]
| Jommm - R bmmmmmmme P P dmmmmmeen |
| |AVG. SIZE | 59.17| 86.60] 89.50] 82.50] 91.79]
| [ bmewm e R o emmaan P e mmmm |
| |MIN. SIZE | 27.s0| 37.50{ 47.50| 32.50| 82.50]
| [ e $mm—————- mmmmmman P mmm |
| |MAX. SIZE | 92.50| 127.50| 117.50| 117.50] 97.50]|
|==crmmcmeanan dmmmmmmmmm s frmmmmana $oemmmmna foememean dremaman pmmmm————
{WHITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4| 4| 4 4|
i R et demmwanan T fecueenea [ T ——
| |TOP SALINITY | 7.57| 6.80] 5.32] 9.30] 8.52]
| R e 4ommmmme- dom-mmmmn $ommmmmmm $mmmmmm o |
| |BOT SALINITY | 7.57) 6.80]| - . .
| jocecoreommrean bommmmman P —— dreemcana damammmn e ——
| | TOP TEMP. | 27.85| 30.70|  31.12] 30.00| 27.97|
| Jocommmmeaaaee bmmmmmm— tmmmmeean dommemeea tmmmm oo fmmmmmm
| {BOT TEMP. | 27.85] 30.70] N 4 .
| [-==mmmmmmm - $o-mmmm - $mmmmmm - $ommmmmm 4mmmmmmmm 4mmmmmmmn I
| | cATCH | 117] 63) 111] 205] 45|
| I —————————————— - R A o e L bk I
| |c/B | (29.30] 1s.80| 27.80( 51.30| 11.30]
| R P mmmmm - O R $mmmm e |
| |ave. s1zZE | 92.50| 95.97| 87.48] 88.50|
| [EEEETEEEEEEETE T D P e R P |
] |MIN. sIZE { 32.50] 47.50| 42.50| 32.30| 37.50]|
[ R ettt bmmmmm—me e dmmmmmme o P $mmmmm— e |
|



SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY

FOR ARE@UORK wnny YEAR

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT .,

GEAR= 16' flat otter trawl,

AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

| {¢ 2003° | 2002 | 2001 | 2000
R b EE T P pmmmmmm o Fmmmmm—m- P !
|BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4| 4| 4|
| e ettt P et 4mmmmmm - Hmmmmmmm - gmmmmmmmm |
] | TOP SALINITY | 3.50} 7.90] 7.62]| 9.12]
| [EEEEEE LT P $mmmmm— e dmmmmmmmm 4mmmmmmam {
| |BOT SALINITY | 3.50] 7.90] | {
| R B o B D |
| | TOP TEMP. | 2%.02| 32.35| 30.70| 28.15|
| R devemeeen e heveeem~ 4emmmmeee |
| |BOT TEMP. | 29.02] 32.35] A .
| R et P P P $mmmmmmmm |
| | cATCH | 18| 33| 8| 16|
| I 4mmmmmm - - 4rmmmm - dmmmmmmen Feewmmm—n }
| jc/E | 4.50]| 8.30]| 2.00] 4.00]
) SRR TP $ommmmmmm B $ommmm oo Hmmmmmmm o |
| |AVG. SIZE | 62.50]| 92.95| 85.00] 62.19]
| |ammmmcmmmnean o P drmmmaa R —— |
| |MIN. SIZE | 27.50| 27.50] 57.50| 32.50]
| Jammm - T Fememmmmu e mm—————— |
! |MAX. SIZE | 122.s50| 132.50| 107.50| 77.50]|
[===mmmmmmmm - O et dmmmmmmmm Hmmmmmm e 4mmmmmmmm frommeuen |
|WHITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4 4] 4| 4|
| R 4mmmmmmm - Fmmmmmmm - Ammmmmmmm P |
| | TOP SALINITY | 3.50] 7.90] 7.62]| 9.12|
| | === - 4mmm——mm - fmmmmmm—- pmmmmmmmm o |
| |BOT SALINITY | 3.50] 7.90] - .
| |==mmmmmmmeaaas frmmmm 4rmvmm P - |
| | TOP TEMP. | 29.02| 32.35| 30.70| 28.15]|
| |=mmmmmmm - $mmmmmmmm $mmmmmm - pmmmmmm e 4mmmmmmm |
| |BOT TEMP. | 29.02¢ 32.35] N -
{ |=mmmmmmmmmemm P dmmmmmm - Fmmmmmmmm Hmmm e I
| |carcr | 104 22 11] 103
| I Fememm— e demmmee - dmmm—m—e dmmmmm——m |
| lc/B | <?6.00|‘ 5.50] 2.80| 25.80]
| [ T T R doccomen~ b= - |
| |AVG. SIZE | @3.65| 11s5.91} 100.23} 85.70|
| [==mmmmmmme e G gn gupupp dmmmmmmmm Hmmmmmmna |
| |MIN. SIZE I 32.50] 57.50] 87.50]| 32.50]
| | = nas frmmmmmmm B dmmmmmmam fmmmmmmna |
|



SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY
FOR ARBA(:)WORK WEEK 31 BY YEAR

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT .,

GEAR= 16' flat otter trawl,

AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

i ---------------------------- +-------- +-------- +-mmmm-- o rm——-- L R e
| BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4| 4| 4| 4|
| [ R TP pommmmmmm $ommmmm pommmmmmm $mmmmmmem $mmmmmm |
| | TOP SALINITY | 4.10] 6.50] 7.85] 11.85| 2.00]
| [T P 4mmmmmm - $mmmmmm - P Hrmm—mmm e
| |BOT SALINITY | 4.10] 6.50| N A .
| | EREE R T 4ommmmm - P 4mmmmmmmm Hmmmmmmmm $mmmmmme |
| | TOP TEMP. | 31.20] 30.42}) 32.30| 27.30| 32.22]
| R $omemman P P P P |
| |BOT TEMP. | 31.20] 30.42) N ;| .
| oo P dmmmm e fmm Fommmmm $mmmmm——- |
j | carca | 3} 24| 6| 4| 2|
| [EEEEE TP 4mmmmmm 4ommmmee- P $mmeemmmn dmoemmnnn
) |c/E | 0.80]| 6.00] 1.50} 1.00] 0.50]
| [ EEEEE T 4mmmmmm - P P B 4mmmmmmm
| |AVG. SIZE | 90.83| 98.96| 96.67] 61.25]| 67.50|
| |=oevcmemmmanaa 4o Fummmmm P —— R —— -
| |MIN. SIZE | 62.s0| 77.50{ 87.50f 52.50{ 47.50]
| |==mmmmmm e 4mmmmmean 4mmmmen- 4ocvoecnn e B
J |MAX. SIZE | 112.50| 117.50| 112.50]| 77.50} 87.50]
|=meeeemmmenan frmeeaceer e pomvecenn e e bommamnn pmmmmemem
|RHITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4] 4| 4| LY 4|
| |====mmmmm e 4mmmmmmmn #mmmmmmmm e R e R
| | TOP SALINITY | 4.10} 6.50] 7.95] 11.95] 2.00]|
| J=mmmm e $mmmmm - dmmmeman - o R P
| |BOT SALINITY | 4.10]| 6.50] N N .
| |====mmmmmmm - - Hommmmmmm pommmmmm - dommmmmm $ommmmmmm Hmmmmmmmm |
| |rop TEMP. | 31.20| 30.42| 32.30] 27.30] 32.22]
| |mmmmmmr e $ommmmme D D el P D
| |BOT TEMP. ] 31.20| 30.42] N N .
| [EEEE e R $mmmm e m P $mmmmmmmm #mmmmmmme i
| |caTcH | 39] 37§ 54} 360 3f
| |=mmmmee e o P fmmemmmmnn fremmm e dommmme o
| |C/E | (s9.80 - s.30]| 13.50] 90.00| 0.80]
| |===mmmmm e - 4mmmmmmmn dommmme - P R e e
| |AVG. SIZE ] 114.ss5| 113.04| 113.89| 98.18| 112.50]
| | === - gy PR 4ommmmmm mmmmmmmm |
| |MIN. SIZE | 67.s0] s7.50| 87.s50| 32.s50| 107.50]
| |-==mmmmmmm - g B et dommmmme- dmmmmmmmm mmmmmmmm |
| |MAX. SIZE | 137.50] 137.50] 147.50] 132.50| 122.50]



SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY
FOR AREA(E:}ORK WEEK 32 BY YEAR
SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMP/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT .,
GEAR= {16" .flat otter trawl,
AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS N

| | 2003 | 2002 | 2001 ] 2000 | 1999
—
R e e L PP $mmmmmm—- pmmmmman $Fmmmmmm- mmmmm e o |
|BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4| 4| 4| 4|
| ’ Jommmmm e - P et e mmmmmmmm #mmmmmmen $mmmmmmm e |
| | TOP SALINITY | 4.424 7.85| 12.60| 11.75]| 7.52]
| |=mmmmmm e - 4mmmmmm - P $mmmmmmmm P B |
| |BOT SALINITY | 4.42] 7.85] N N .
i |==mmmmm e $mmmmmmmm P 4mmmmmmmn Heweemmmm #mmmmman |
| | TOP TEMP. ] 30.70] 29.70| 27.67| 31.50} 29.02)
| [ T TP R R P pmmmmmm o fmmm |
| | BOT TEMP. | 30.70|  29.70] - N .
| R dmmmemee P P R Fommmmm o |
| | caTce | 3| 36| 1 1| 3
| | === 4mmmmmmmm #mmmmmmm o P 4mmmmmmmn R |
| |¢/E | 0.80] 9.00] 0.30} 0.30] 0.80]
| |m=mmmmm e aaam o P P P L P |
| |AVG. SIZE | 70.83| 95.97| 97.50| 72.50] 82.50]|
| R B R s B L b |
| |MIN. SIZE | 67.50} 52.50] 97.50| 72.50| 6€7.50]|
| | ovmmremmmae dommmmm - 4mmmmmm - 4ommmmm - P P |
| |MAX. SIZE [ 77.s0] 117.s50{ 97.50| 72.50| 92.5¢0]
|=memeeeenen D et e 4mmmmmm e 4mmmmm e P $mmmm—m e |
|HITE SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 4| 4| 4| 4| 4|
| |-=mmmmme - $ommmmmm- $ommmmm - $ommmmmem 4mmmmmmmm dmmmmmmmn !
| TOP SALINITY | 4.42]| 7.85| 12.60| 11.75| 7.52}
fameeecccereenn ememmman P R P fmmm———— |
|BOT SALINITY | 4.42| 7.85]| | |
|vmmrmmmmmann $mmmmm—- P $mmmmm——— fmmmm e dmmmmmm |
| TOP TEMP. | 3e0.70] 29.70| 27.67| 31.s0| 23.02|
| EEE TR 4mmmmmm o 4mmmmmm - P it Hmmmmmmmn Hmmmmmmem |

|BOT TEMP. I 30.70] 29.70] - . .




SHRIMP PROGRAM WEEKLY SUMMARY
FOR AR 6 WORK WEEK 2% BY YEAR

SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION SHRIMF/GROUNDFISH MONITORING,
SUBPROJECT .,
GEAR= 16' flat otter trawl,
e
AND SHORE= INSHORE STATE WATERS

[ ittt dommmmman Fowrenen P dmmmmm - pmmmmmm
| BROWN SHRIMP |SAMPLES | 5| 5| 5} S| 5]
| R mmmmmmm $mmmmmm e P $mmmmm 4mmmmmmmn ;
| |TOP SALINITY | 1.24] 1.54) 3.54| 20.20] 1.36]
| {=mmemmmmmmeeee dmmmmmeea B T oo $mmmm——— bommmm - |
| |BOT SALINITY | 1.30] 1.56] 4.08]| 21.22| 1.42]
| R pmmmmnn rmeemaa o dmmmmmm e pmmmmmm o
| | ToP TEMP. | 29.68| 29.48| 30.20] 30.40] 28.76]|
| |-=memmm e $mmmmmm o P PEEEEEEES D R
] |BOT TEMP. | 29.20] 295.66] 30.06| 30.26] 28.64]|
| |==mmmmm e eaem g e R T Fommmm—n o
| | caTCR | 46| 58| 625 | 577 329|
| === mmmmmeaa e dommememm e R dmmmmmm D |
| |c/E | ¢.20] 11.e0| 125.00] 115.40| 65.80]
| foeecmeree e $ommmaaaa pommmmm - dmmmmmaem $mmmmmmmm P |
| |AvG. SIZE | 64.35} s8r.81| 72.10} 75.61| 70.21}
| |=mmmccmeeeaaan dmmmmmaan Fommmmm P $mm———— - o |
| |MIN. SIZE | 32.s